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Fwenty Strong- Holds. 
CK | 
A brief ANsweR, Toalarge and lawleſs Dil- 
courſe, Written by one. Tho. Hall of Kings: Norton, Inti- 
ruled, The Palpit-Guarded, With Twenty Arguments, Pretending 
to prove the vnlawſuln.ſs, and finfulneſs of Private mens Preaching. 


Wherein the Arguments being weighed in the Ba-| 


lance of the Sanctuary, are found too light, and the 
hwfulncis of Private mens Preaching (as The. Hall calls them) 
viz. Gifted Brethren ; is cleared, and confirmed,in oppo=- 
| ſition co all Gain-ſayers. 
My work in this Treatiſe hath been, and is, 1. To Rout 


him in all his Guards ; 2. To diſcover the weakneſs and invalidity 
of all his Anſwers to thoſe ObjeQions and Allegations by him there pro. 
duced for the Preaching of the Gifred Brethren. 


His fix Arguments to prove their Miniſtry free from Anti- | 
chiiltianiſm, raſed 3 and (ix more aflerted, proving them to be Antichriſtian. 


Written by Tho. Collier. | 
_— — 
Iſai. 28,20, For the Bed is ſhoxter then that a man can ftretch himſelf on it, and the 
Covering narrower then that be can wrap himſelf in its © 
Verſe 21. For tbe Lord ſhall riſe up as in Mount Perafim, and be wroth, as in the vally 


—_— 


of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his flrange work, and bring to paſs his aft, bis 4 { 


flange a3 Rrange, becauſe ſo to the dark minds of men. 


Chap 29. 14: Therefore behold, I proceed to doa marvellous work, and a wondey 3 for - l! 
-the wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, andthe underſtanding of the prudent me = 4 


ſhall be hid. | 
Chap, 23, 23, Now therefore, be ye not mothers, leſt your bands be made ſtrong. 


—W 


London, Printed" for the Author, and are to be ſold by Giles C alert; 
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ar the Black-Spred- Eagle ar.the Weſt end of Pauls; near Ludgate, 1651.” 
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The Epiltle to-the Readers. 


SSAnq Far Conntry-men, and Friends, its not my defire as Tam 
Ws aman, to be medling With things of this nature, but 
as Tam a Chriſtian, and maae partaker ina meaſure 
of the Heavenly Gift, taking notice of this Pulpit- 
Guard, it being ſo direttly againſt the Will of the Lord 
in the Goſpel - difpenſation, and the free operation of 
his Spirit in the hearts of his people, for the good and comfort of the 
Church, his Body, 1 Cor.14.31. For Siors ſake I could not hold my 
peace, and for 7ersſalems ſake I could not relt, without giving a 
check in the plainevidence and demonſtration of the ſpirit and power 
unto this unrighteous Guard: it is a very ſad and dangerous thing, When 


. ren, unaer the pretence of Religion, for ſelf-ends, and intereſts, ſhall 


make uſe of their Wiſdom, Arts, Parts againſt the Lord, and his Truth. 
1 hat opinion or prattice is there this day in the world that pretenas for 
Chriſt, b#t that men may, and do put fair gloſſes and pretences of Scrip- 
ture for the upholding of it, though never ſo contrary wnto it ? T have m 
that light God hath given me,examined the particulars of that diſcourſe, 
and the Scripture grounds, and found them too light, not holding Weight 
78 the Ballance of the Scripture ; and have commenaed to thy view, Who 
art the Reader, The ſubſtance of my apprehenſions concerning them ; 
poſſibly thou mayſt imagine that I have been too rugged in my expreſſt- 
ons, or (ometimes too light, or vain in my eAuſwers, | 

T anſwer ; 1. Meeting with ſuch a Spirit in that Book, of Pride, Re- 
proach, ana Self conceitedneſs, I was at ſome ſtand as to the manner of 
mye Anſwer : But when I conſidered the Woras of >olomon,Prov. 26.5. 
Anſwer a fool according to his folly, leſt he be wiſe in his own con- 
ceit. Ana Chap. 15.28. The heart of the righteous ſtudyerh to 
anſwer ; but the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things; 
I'was fe atisfied in giving an eAnſwer (utable tothe Spirit I found Work- 
mg nit, 

2, Being aceply ſenfible of the dangerouſneſs of the Way that thouſands 
of ſonls are leadin by theſe kind of men : and finding,by experience,their 
height and perverſneſs in their way, that they are without a miracle of 


Bo i mercy, 2 
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ownright, yet fell in truth and love ; and its no other 
his Servants have done in the like caſe before me, 
Meat.23. throughout ; John 8 44 AQ.13.10 1 King.18.27. 


But you may ſay, you look upon many of them to be honeſt and pretious 


men, c.. 


Anſw. The more need have they to be ſharply reproved for their frar 


aud miſcarriages ; men may be honeſt, the people of God, and yet in Baby- 


lon. [ am not defþairing in the truth of what you ſay ; yet their O ffice 
and Babyloniſh ations are never the boneſter for that, Rev.18. 4. And 


"thu I mnſt minde you, that G od hath not left himſelf without witneſs of 8 


the truth by me declared; and thas by men of the ſame calling with 
them ; but when once inlightned, they rejelt their callings, admimſtrati. 
ons, and all as Antichriftiaz with ſhame to themſelves for- their igno- 
rance, I cold inſtance in divers, if it might add to the truth ; but 
1 judge it needleſs at preſent. What thou findeſt written contrary to 
thy mind, try it by the Scriptrwe, Waite upon the Lord toteach thee: 
what weakneſs in expreſſions, as to. thy judgement thou meeteſt With, 
let not the truth. ſuffer ; rather impute. it to-him whoſe it us : If thou 


| finds any hg ſrining forth in it, through it, to thy dark, underſtanding, 
give bi 


ive. the glory who is the Anthar of it ; fo have I my deſire: 
Finally, reade and judge, and the Lord give you uiiderſtanding in alt 


; | 
| 
I S. (- ©. 


| 


| : the drift and _ of the matter, wi 
Fner of it, could not but judge my 
{I tendred the honour of the Lord Jeſus,h 
pand Goſpel, his Saints. and Servants . 'elpecially 
\ ſeeing none elſe undertaking -the work) to re- 
GEESE bikc this unclean ſpirit, and to caſt outthis de. 
vil, ro enter the liſts with, and to rout this unrighteous. Guard. Te 
poſſibly may ſeem ſtrange that I ſhould vodeuals this cask,eſpeciall 
becauſe this Guzrd was occaſioned, as yoa ſay, by a diſpute 2 
in FYarwick; ſvire : But Sir, finding your Di courſe ing n« 
to reproach the Creature, but the Creator likewiſe, | his: Te 
powerfull free operation-in_his Saints, all which I | 
in conſciencefor to vindicate,as Bi as light es t 
peareth in me. \ Vie4 Xs "2 AIR be 


As forthe manner of.my > 
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vg ou prodvee for Ea: aymens preaching. |. © 

Fifthly. od Ply, Your by Arguments to prove. your Minifters 
free from Antichriſtianiſm, examined, and found roo light ; and fix 
more aſſerted, proving them to be Antichriſtian. 


And now Sir,to the buſineſs in hand ; and firſt to the Title of your | 


Book, T he Pulp [pit  Guaratd. 1 have two words to minde you here. 

x.:1 ENT you are turned Souldier ; Sir, are you not beſides 
your Calling ? bur wham do you guard ? he Pulpic forſooth : what, 
doth the Pulpit. wantgparding? your bigh and holy place? are you yer 
ſuch Phariſees (notwithſtanding the light ſhines, and the Sun of righ- 
reouſneſs is ariſing with healing in his wings ) that you muſt have the 
pppermoſt rooms at Feaſts, and the chief ſeats in the . Synagogues, and 


be called of men Rabb;? Rur Sir,in-good ennehes yr rapes Liſe | 


Fulpit needs your ouard'?-are gifted brethren, as Y 
ſo Wiok: as that they dare adventure'into your, Pulyi din? Ja 


]smrd the Pulpit fromthem-? and-nor only the Pulp ir, bus y thous 
guard all preaching from them roo: as ther ever ſuch zthing 


chis heard/of ?-whar, to guard the Pulpit from. greacing lhrethre 
Did ever Chriſt and his Apoſtles do the like > did) pou 'ertr finde 
one in'Scripture guardiog the Pulpit andpreachi OR 


_ Ichailenge you in the name of the Lord to come forth and produce 
che Scripture; I ſay again any one, unleſs the Pope,./ or'the . 


any one in 
Devill that hath donethe like work as you have done. Was: this: the 
praQtice of Chriſt > X/ar.9.38,39. The Difciples ſeeivg onecaſtone 
Devils in the r2me of Chi: ſt they forbaCe him, becauſt he followed 
not Chriſt; bug Jeſus ſaid, F erbid him not z for there i no man'which 


heal db # Miracle in wy name, whichean titel Fen boi of ay na — 


ſon is, for be tLat #5 not againſt me, 14 01 0nr part, _ 
*But 2. The perſons you mention withwhom you diſpured i and; as 
on fay, occaſtoned' this Pulpit. diſcourſe, pra a Nailer; a Baker, a 


ou metition them in way of reproach, as if it weie WT and . 
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r orance, »fallhood, and vol, in : 


ineſ; off va anſwers paro Hoſe 


gh-right, a Weaver, and a'Pakers- boy: ard'it appears clearly in : 
and all your difcourſe, in'which you- often mention them, -that + 
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Firſt | Ignorance, in-not ales; neſs, it 
el ing thar-God hath alwaies, and'iin lt Ap wo of the world hitherto 
and will make uſe of men ae once the Fn lipifters'of if 
walls the people, as Afoſes, Davi ſoa, Peter, Pawnl, &: 
And i challenge you again co produce any ek Ini e' Scripture, 
that ever God made choice of any to be Miniſters of his minde onto 
the people, who were bred up idly zll the daies of their life, withput 
Calling, as the Prieſts of our times have been - -that'whereas idlene 
is foxbidden in all Ages, and God hath'called men of particular C; 
lings to miniſter in the Goſpel, forſooth we muſt have | dlers, al 
them only, Drones that never knew what it wasto live lawfully in 
world, by a particular Calling, chat muſt be putinrs the P 1eltsOf 
fice, that they may ear a piece of bread, cloxth chemſelves with the 
baſk and feed themſelves with the fac ; and none muſt preach bur 
themſelves, leſt their idleneſs and baſeneſs ſhould be diſcovered: 
ObjeR. There are many Prophets and og gn in the Seripture, their 

1 Callings are not mentioned. _ 

Anſw, Trae; bur its enough, firſt, chin many! nay moſt Fg inendt- 
oned. 2. Idleneſs was forbidden and was altogether uflawfulthere- 
fore we may not judge that God made choice of idlers; becaufe'th 
—_ ſo, nay that it is the devils choice,and Sodois ſin,pride: and; K e- 
neſs; £ 

 ObjeRt, The Miniſters are not bredupidly, as you ſay, bur heve 
particular Callings, being bred up to learning, Which u a callivig.” TI93 2 

Anſw. That is no calling; for acaſling is that,in andby'wh ielv'men 

: may.in the ſwear of their face get their living, Gen.3 '19e Ephiſ" 4. v8. 

breeding to ſchool is proper rochildren, aps they « cannot labonr, t: 
fic them for ſome calling, Prov.22.6. | og hn th 
Secondly ignoratce, in not knowing thatif 11s thit which tends mot 
tothe glory of God, and thar wherein kis! power, Wſd 309, &c. 
the more made manifelt and magnified , in gifting weak ones; "af 
chishe doth thar-no man- might glory in his" preſence, - not 1h his 
On witdom, parts, arts, ſciences, &c. that mtn miphe ne or pive the 
| glory tothoſe outward baſe things of the: world', _ "which belonpsro 
Vod, and of his ir ſeems you and the mewvof your gentiſion ack 
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zpnoraht, worſe and more blind, ifnot w 
When they ſaw the bolineſs of Peter and John, and perceived that they 


were nnlearned and ignorant. they marvelled, and took. knowledge of 


them. that they had been With Jeſus: But you are ſo blind thatyou 
cannot take knowledge of your gifced brethren, that they have been 
with Jeſus, you are ignorant of that truth, P/al. 8. 2. Ont of the 
mouth of babes and /ucklings haſt thou ordained ſtrength becauſe of thine 
enemies, that thon mighteſt ſtill the enemy and the avenger : God or- 
dains ſtrength our of the mouchs of babes and ſucklings, that way 
making his power avd wiſdom to appear, that ſo he might (till the 
enemy and the avenger ; but you are ſuch an enemy, that you will 
not take notice of Gods working in this way, bur you will be an ene- 
my the morr,and avenge the more,and blaſpheme the free operation 
of the Spirit in the Saints, Pharifee like, CAat.12. a dangerous in. 
Secondly Envy againſt the Lord, and againſt his people; envyeft 
thou for my ſake ? {aith CHoſes, Numb. 11. 29. WonldGod that all the 
Lords people were Prophets : Oh ſaith the Prieſt , but we will have no 
Prophets nor Preachers bur our ſelves; its a-proficable trade, by this 
we have our gain, our profit, our honour upheld , our back and belly 
clad and fed, our pride and ambitious lults maintained ; bur if you 
ſuffer Mecanick fellows, men of Trades and particular Callings to 


preach, we loſe-all, they will tell truth to the people;and for this it is 


you envy them. 
Now te your Looking-glafſs for Anabaptiſts, as you call them ; 
Their firſt Tenent (and Error)you ſay is, That Infant-Baptiſm u a 
childiſh needleſs thing, and that none muſt be baptized before they come 
zo perfett age, and can make confeſſion of hu faith, that Infant- Baptiſm 
came from the Pope and the Devil. 
Hnſe This I own for truth, although in many places you abuſe them, 
writing lying vanities, the viſtons of your own head.1 ſhall therefore 


briefly run through ir. 1.Owning & confirming their own principles, 


wherein your ignorance and wo will appear,in calling lighr darkneſs, 
aud darkneſs light: 2. In diſcovering your folly and faliſhood, in 
charging them with things they never ovned, wherein your envy and 
malice will appear. | 

-* The fieſt Tencnt I muſt ſpeakto inits parts. 1. That Infant- Bap- 


time ts childiſh, and needleſs. 


eLaſw, Its truth, and chat upon a double account, 1, As relating 
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what is to be done, neither the uſeand end obit.;z-and'4 
cannot but grantz thar on.che-lofants part there is ;nothin 
iſhneſs from firſt ro laft;'' 5 BONE BT 

Objeft. The Infants of the Children of Tſra 
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el were. 


hy 


myſterie of Baptiſm is now. 
Yet 3. As Circumciſion was a type an 


Grace was come, there was not ſuch 2: capacity -requized ; for this - - 
was 2 Jewiſhand legal type, as all che reſt of their external Wogſhips 
and Sacrifices were, leading to, or: repreſenting of the coming of- 
Chriſt in the fleſh; but this of. Baptiſm a lively repreſentation and ma- 
'nifcſtation of the ſouls faith and knowledge of Chriſts:being already 
come both in che fleſh and ingþe Spirit, withour him and wichin him; 
a5 likewiſe a viſible demonſtration co the world of the ſouls owning 
' this Chriſt thus come, for him, in him,by his Spirit, &c. this is not to 
. be found within the capacity of Children, Infants. 7 
Bur 3. There was a command for-that of Circumciſion, but none - 
for thar of Baptiſm; and the command is it thar gives the party a ca- 
pacity of ſubmiſſion'to the thing commanded : Infants of «4brahams 
nzturall ſecd were commanded rope circumciſed ; Infants of the ſpi- 
rituall ſeed, children of the faith of e46braham are commanded to be © 
baptized, Aar.16.16. 4.8.37. with Gal.3, from the 26.to theend. 
Secondly, Itschildiſh as relating to.che Adminiſtrators; and truly 
I think this is the moſt moderate term that you..or Ican give it ; for 
Childi/h relates to ignoxance, or want of knowledge; but | am afraid 
that in many of you its wilfulneſs : Childiſhneſs relates to ignorance; 
Pax faith, When he was a child, be underſtood as. a child, &c. And in 
malice be yechilaren, but in underſtanding be ye men; Yourchiidiſh 
ignoranceconliſts in not underſtanding the command of your Lotd, 
and the myſterie of his Covenant, only to and with the ſpiricuall ſeed, 
thoſe in whofe hearts his Law is writren ;. nor diſtingaiſhiog berween 
Law and Goſpel, Covenant of 2/oſes, and Covenant of Chriſt, Jer. 
31. 32,33.. The Ordinances, Subje&ts, and Commands of xhe une 
of the other, Dext,18.15, Af2.3.22, LI: 
TT I TOTO 7 POET. OO Penn 
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' foryou now? If any ſuch thing, pray produce it, ler us ſee the 


_ nowhere reckoned amongſt his ſayings, or the Apoſtles: Writings : 


you brought it from Rome with you; therefore it was well confeltby 


all was involved up in the Roms Religion; bu 
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 Childi(k ieno Ince, wilt 
vour brethren eo whom:God:! 
F ofhis will, reproaching, ſcandalizing' Truth ic ſelf, like 


rejoycing 'in the counter, the bauble ſomeching like the 
ing your ſelves to be cheated by the Devi), and deluded 


- 


Te15 


converted at Perers Sermon? and yet dare you to reproach this 

pen? would you not acconne Chrilt and his Apoſtles Ana - 

baptiſts, if chey were now living ? - . 
ObjeA: That was the 'firſ# plantation of the Churches, but noW the 
Churches are planted, therefore Hhifants are to be baptized, | 

' Anſw. Was there one Rule for them in the infancy , and another 


Scripture z bur if no orcher Rule or Command to you,then was to 
them, be aſhamed and tremble for ever, to reproach this Principle 
and PraRtice, unfeſs you be reſolved ro deny Chrilt, and tobe the 
2reat Antichriſt (irting in the ſeat of God, exaking your felf above 
all chat is called God. 

4 T hat [ufant- baptiſm came from the Pope ana the Dewill : And 
I pray from whence came it elſe > Firſt,it came nor from Chriſt, «r 15 


Therefore firſt it came from #he Pope as your _— did, and 


a man of your Coat, once diſcourfing about Infants-baptilm, thatir 
came from Rome : irs true ſaid he, ir came from Rome; lodMave, for 


'fort 
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arc-now-nofonger the! f we out oFanrnt 5: wer chey. | 
once the Ordinences « of Mews: cadnowe Chriftl- Wrangochangs, - 
when he cruth is that they #r "Anabmized; ofnickamed with - 
*the nathf of che Ordinances of Chir; ey area | 
the Ordinances of Rowe as ever ; thisis uch ans e\ th; 2s 
he that runs may read it.” Secondly, ccameFrognmeT , Ha 
not becauſe it came from Rowe, for the Pope polſis | 
Truth ; but if ircame nor from Chriſt then ir came: the De 
and out of thar botromleſs Pit meittioneditnRevelavions, of mans in- : 
ventions;; The Devil and mans deceirfyl heart joyning: and jugpling *y 
rogerher, forms. up ſomething in the likeneſs. of vruch; ws OE 
myltery of iniquity mentioned im Scripture, ſomerhing kkecrurh, bur 
is not cruth ; therefore wiſdom is required” for th heunderſtandin 
of it, not your Univerſity Wiſdom, Arts anJ Sciences; dvr Wi 
dom which is from aboye, which is pare, peaceadle, F&e. 
EE 44 


The ſecond Tenentyou lay to their charge ,is; That alt; 
may preach witho) dinarigg.s This Me is ſuch- an evidence * 
and undoub@d*? ro-all men living in the Tiphe , that they ar&or 2 
may be ſo _tatfrom being aſhamed'ro own cis Truth; bo 

- ſhall by your fin and ſhametoo, firſt or haſt, eo: reckon thisamong = 
the Erfon of the Saints z bur” chis is that which hath been the ſub- 

. ftance of your Diſcourſe, and ſhall: be of mine in Arſwertro: you :/ 

| Therefore I ſhall paſs ir jn this plact;'onely oe word coke orice of 
There” is mention in oh re of preaching by p fice- - 
by Ordination and Gift ; bat ſay nor that'you are en Series and 
there is" preaching by: .way of- GR only ; ad attovgh aff piſted 

. brethren preach not as men in Office and Ordained;, yer al pitted 

brathren may preach for the edifying of the body of Chriſt according 
to. the meafare'of rhe gifrgiven A ,Nows: 12.449; with r Cor. 14-3 F. 
and 1 Per.4;1O.1T. : > 

3. That God robgal his will nor only by the written Word, but by 
Dreams and Viſtons, whith they' believe more then the word, &c: 

Anſw. - Firlt, if this be truth, rhar ſome do hold' this Principle, | 
isit ſtrange and ridiculous unto'you? ' bath not God tevealed rruth | 
to his people. formetiy by Dreams: arid Revelations Þ and dare'you | 
deny. it , and reprove it now? is God limited, orhis hand (hort- 
ned 2. a 9 igh irs true 1fay, that I believe God dothnoroiten re 
call Ny his: -_ now : 59ReÞ tare not the Iv 


WY 


ſome 
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ther you know any ſuch, or no, or whether it be one of the whimlies 
of your head, I leave. _ : | 
* 2. They (youlay ) deny all conſequences from Scripture, though ne- 
F: ver ſo clear, and require expreſs Scripture. 
| Anſw. You are miſtaken,man, in this too.3 ay deny unneceſſary 
19% and untrue conſequences, ſuch as you will often draw for your own 
ends; and if ſome tender ſouls will not permic you to draw any 
conſequences from Scripture, thank your ſelves for it, who have, 
by your many lying and#falſe conſequences, given them jult canſe ro 
4-8 | ſuſpe& you, and to believe none of your: conſequencesat all : your 
312K conſequences are ſuch as theſe. 


F_- I. Baptiſm is come inthe room of Circumciſion; infants were circums 

Þ ciſed, an 9 infants muſt be Baptized. - - 
'þ A goodly conſequence, as true as Scripture ; if the people would 
$1 but believe it, they ſhould never know that the Law and Circum- 
't ciſion came by Loſes ; and that Grace and Truth, and Goſpel-Or- 
= - dinancescame by Jeſus Chriſt, Fob» 1.17. 

13; '2. The Apoſtles baptized honſyolds ; there might be Children , there- 
\ forechildren may bebaptizea. BR, 
7h Another goodly conſequence, as trde as Scripture ; if the people 


FE - will bur belieye ir, it is enough ; and why may not the, ſimple Ana- 
114 | baptiſts, as you account them, draw another conſequence that will 
devour, and ſwallpw up yours at once? thart is, There are no children 
mentioned in thoſe families; and if any, it was contrary to the-com- 
mand of Chriſt,and known praRice of the Apoſtles to Baptize them ;_ 
and families take their denomination from the major part, or che 
ruling part ;z therefore there might be no children ; and if any, yet 
they might not be Baptized ; therefore this is no good foundation 
for ſuch a praQice. I could inſtance divers ſuch like conſequences of . 
yours, as, Children weze brought to Chriſt, therefore ,# may be 
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Baptiſed, &c. bur! I can'give you St: abncand amp if ſome ten- 
der ones dare not believe your conſequences, thank your ſelyc vl r 
in abuſing them ſo groſly in this nature. | = 71 
4. Tenet, That the Saints in this life are pure, Wickewe pee; I 
What Sir, will you ſtill perſiſt in your wickedneſs and ignor 
hath not this been the-language of the worſt of men inall Seco of the 
world againſt honeſty, and honeſt men? they are toopure,tooho 
ace you like them, ignorantof the Scripture ?. Can FF. ha * 4 
1 7obn 4. 17. its true, in their own fight they ſee their: 
bur as related to the Lord. in the covenant of Grace, they ſce t 
ſelves, in him, juſtified, clothed, and covered with his own Ren : 
neſs, there isno ſpot art all in them; ; and whereas you ſay they need 
not make uſe of that Petition, Fargive us our fins, you manifelt your 
ignorance of the cruth. z- for that which they ſay, is, that while a ſoul 
lives in the enjoyment of metcy and love, itsthen, form or. cuſtom 
that carrieth him to that Petition; bur when. a ſoul. appcehends the 
wanr.of pardon, lethim asKit. 4 
5. Tenet, No man can With a good conſcience, exerciſe the offs of 4 
Magiſtrate unaer the New Teftament.' + 
Anſ.This,with divers others;being alcogether falſe. ſhall j joyn them : 
up qr as being not worth the ſpeaking to. in particulars = 23 
52 6, 7, 8/9, 10, LL, 12, 13,14, 1$y16, 22,/24,25, 26,27,2 
1 joyn-up theſe together, becauſe they are all of them forged lyes, in- - 
ventions come from hell of purpoſe to ſcandal Truth, and Saints; and 
therefore in this I ſhall bebold to fay to you, as Chriſt tothe Fhari- 
ſees, Tow are of your father the Devil, becauſe his Works you will do, for 
he was a ljar fromthe beginning : and: its obvious toall mens. know. 
ledge, who are-nor willingly blinded; har af (x archoneſt.jn th = 
Converſations, and prefer honeſty: in-their:C -opgregations: more 
then yoar ſelves; if they meet withany ſuch principles,. or pradtiſes, 
they expel them, have no fociety with them, nor their owners ; ; they 
look diligently lelt any. profane perlomarligngad, defile < hers ;, but 
its your ſelvesare the men thatare-guilty of;theſ > Eximes you! by, to 
others — I wonder how you at A 9 impus e 
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to The Pulpit-GuardRonted. 

judge him to hell preſently for a SeRary : Thus you feed not the 
ſheep, bur wolves and goats with lyes and vanity, but you killchem 
that are fed. 


| - Your ſelves it is that are ſeditious and tumulſcuous.. Who preached. 


Parliament and King into a War ar firſt in England, but the Epiſco= 


| pal and Presbyterian FaQions , and lefr the Parliament again in 


their.preateſt Kreighrs, when you had bur thoughts that your own 


intereſt would nor ſtand ? who are turned Traytors to their native 
Country, ready to joyn with Scors or Devil in the ruine of it > Your 
ſelves or thoſe you call Anabaptiſts * who are they, ac preſent, that 
| endeavour to kindle a fire in the neighbour Nations, to burn up their 
' own ? your ſelves,or the Anabaptiſts ? 

''In a word;who arethey that refuſe, or at leaſt murmur againſt pro. 
miſing fidelity tothe Magiſtrate in the common good 7 your ſelves,or 
the Anzbapriſts > Ler rruth be judge, and acknowledge your miſtake, 
and be aſhamed for ever, thus grcfly to belye the truth, and its ſer- 
vants, laying your own blame and ſhame upon other mens: ſhoul- 

And put cafe there be any that pretend themſelves to be Chriſti- 
ans in that profeſſion you fo: much contemn, that diſhonour truth in 
any of theſe particulars mentioned by you : Yet how dare you ſay 

- they are fuch/ all'of them, laying the feandal upon the whoſe, as if 

- becauſe: there was 'o0ne'?ndas, all the Diſciples: muſt be Hypoerites ? 

But Sir, if we ſhguld judge of you' after this: manner, + we: eonkd ſay 

more of you, then you ſhall ever be able to-ſay of us, I truſt :I could 
tell you of Prieſts Free-willers, Drunkards, Sweaters, Whore-maſters,; 
what not ? ſhould I therefore ſay youre all ſuch\men ? bur I forbear 
at preſent ; only this, take heed how you take the. Devils work-upon. 
you nexr, to accuſe the brechren ; if nor, Imuſt-ſpeak -moreat large 
unto you ; as to the reſt'of the particulars .you- mention, as the 

Twelfth, that Chriſt died"intentionally for all; Yſay he dyed for all, 

although not intentionally 'to ſave all; for if he had intended to 

fave all, he had not failed of hivincention. -/ | | 
17+ That its nnlitvfod 16 go Law. ' 565 rats 

Is this ſuch a grievous errour with you2 I anſwer, 1: That its 

chargeable rogo.to Law » and 2. That the Apoſtle reproves it as a 

fin, and fault in the (Corinthians, 1 Cor:6. 2. Dare any of you,: having | 

«matter againſt another, to go to Law before the unjuſt, and not before - 
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then yer they are. 

18. That Wars are unuſeful , &c. | 

Anſw. Firſt, its the jndgement but of ſome, Ag I believe of very 
few, that Wars are alcogether uſcleſs. 

Secondly, heir judgement is that Wars are uſeleſs in_the King- 
dom of Chriſt, and chat. ics uſeful only LUN wg Foggens of 
the world amongſt, men for . the preſ Lek «\ 

nt. uþ- 
like as that I wonder how you could with RE ho! 
mention this particular, but. that you 
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| The Pulpit-Guard Roated. 
19. That all Ordinances ars legal, that the ſpirit wall. _ 
Here you contradif your ſelf again; if another ſhould have done 

ſo much, you would have thought him not in his right wits. 

'_ - Inthefuſt you ſay, Their Tenent is that none muſt be baptized un- 
till chey came to perfeft age, and can make confeſſion of their Faith. 
Here they own baptiſm- you confeſs your ſelf ; And in the 26. you 
ſay, Their T enent , that after rebaptization they cannot ſin; in which 
you belie them as much as ever the Devil belyed Truth; but 1 paſs : 
In the 19 you ſay, They deny all Ordinances: Is not this contradiQi- 
on ? Traly;, you teach people not to believe you , and then you 
are avgry with the people for it. 

20. The Aagiſirate muſt compell none in matters of Religion,but 
muſt tolerate all  _ | 
Anſ. Can Magiſtrates make men Religious ? Is it not the work of / 
Chriſt co make men Chriſtians and Religions, and ro compel them by 
the power of love? Or'is ir the work of the Magiſtrate ? I thovghc 
where to have you ar laſt; within the Borders of Rowe, and indeed 
Sir, are you come no farther yet > What,a Miniſter of Chriſt? and 
want the help of the Magiſtrate to make Chriſtians, to compelthem 
rocome Innes you ? And Sir, Why, may.not a Jeſuitehayt "if Roa 
@ Chorch as you ; if the Magiſttace mvſt_convert then, _ eGmp6 
[them to come in? and ſo you wilthavein atl. Do youbclieve; that 
its the work of God to convert? andrhat he will cake one of aCity, 
{ and ewo of a Tribe, and bring them to 7er»/alew? How dufſt you 


then to bring in all by a'Mapiſterial Power into the Charch' ? 
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; | bring Uy a Maguterial FOWEr INTO the Unarcn * un. 
'!!  { leſs youteſolve to-make them Hypdetites, and rodamnthemrothe 
\!' | {| purpoſe; orunleſs you ſee iritand for your profit and advantage,the 


i | loathing and feeding of your back and belly by the vulgar forr of 

/} } people, who ate thus deluded by you. And as for toleration, we 

\þ |. defire not the Magiſtrate ro tolerate .any in. their wickedoch 

| and if any voter the pretence of tanſcientious principles live'and 

| allowthemſclves inToofne$,baſenels and prophanels, let the Sword 

| of Juſtice be drawn for the execution of Juſtice, upon all ſuch with- - 

{ out reſpeR of perſon or opinion, and in it (hall we rejoyce. | 

| 21. That the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt,are not three diſtin perſons, 

En Coe eng 

_ - © *BurSir, Who told you they were three perſons ? have you ir in 
Scripture or by tradition from «Rowe 7 if in Scripture, produce it 
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' when you come - folk in p1 1 lic c 


no fuch Scriprare.. And 


ther Father, Son or Spirit, are real iled: erſon or Perſons a 


by Moles, but Grace 4 ei brdch rr Acts, Chriſt: Job 1417. Firſt, 
'he came 40 fi t the. Law every. jor andtitle of itz \Matiy. 17,18. 


> He Jager 
fill all rig treoidels, Me 3, 15+ and fo' is the end'of the Law-for 


ly, He trath removed che Rate of it 35"in'the hands of Af 496 
 ofdeath ; and now the pure £ Goſpelis the only Rule of Saints 


isthis ſuch a myſtery and deformity toyou ?:x Miniſter of the Goſpe 
ny norant of this Truth ? Sir, I muſt Key thay bt werea >. 


to his own hands, Ns nce 
Moral az 


and deformities, one of the deluſions 'of that deladed' Se+ _—_— 
you haye lefc our one; this cOmes very near it that they e pecti 


but irs a Title proper ovly ro man; 8e1n Seriprare: 
and therefore rome' from” Rome. © Be'inffirufted now'therefo 
wiſe men of the Earth, and/do- not judgeſ6. harſbly of 'm 
becauſe they cannot believe that which'is' nor be vefictes in *-arpny 
and be content to be fools, that you may be OY 9nd let theſe Tra- 
ditions recurn ro their firſt center, * 

23. That ( brift bath remove the Lp: ads now the pare Goſpel is 
the only Rule. 


What yer more norte and malice ? Is this one of che- wrinkles 


tion'by the Free rg of God inFeſus. Chiaſt';-14 this 

wrinkle and delafion with-you; that Chriſt harhiremoved:ch: 

I pray what was the'end of his coming)” [if tit ne | 

FO A < eo os forth in the hatids of £Moſer'? : The: Law came 
es 


ighnedaſbeloofit for thus ic becometti'as to ſul- 


i-<od 


righteotſneſsro all thoſe who believe, - Rows. 10.4. Secondly; He hath 
"eel the Curſe and condemnation of it,Ga/.3.13.Row, 8.1.Third- 


there it was the Rule that p produced the'Curſe', itwas a'mibiſtr 


jan in good earneſt, Mo rp c0 
harthe'Gof pthhe Law of Chri At ale of > 
20,” AR.3.22. ryedco him;ar 
Chriſt rakes all thar old dj 


ouſnes ot che Moral ] F 
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"I tydings 5 asd is not this glad tydings think you and pure Goſpe; 
1 when a ſoul comes to ſee all the wrath andenmity that was againſt 
*1 1 him contained in Ordinances taken away ? Epheſc2.13,14- and fulfl. 

K-* led ; and now there is no miniſtration of death againſt him ; the Law 
| of God is in his heart, within him, without him, a law of love and 
grace; no. death,” no: wrath, nothing bur love and grace, and the 
loye of Chriſt conſtrains ſuch ſouls to yield obedience co him, and t 
follow him where eyer he goes. 

- Bur to conclude; theThirtiethTenent, They give « Supream and In- 
dependent pawer in all Eccleſraſticall cauſes and cen(wres to their ſfrngle 
14 Congregations. 
$4 And can'you produce any other rule in the Goſpel then this ? muſt 

| you needs have one Church to rule over another?or rather your ſelves 
197 co rule over the whole? will nothing content you unleſs you may be 
| Lords over Gods herigage ? Sir, we allow no Synodian, nor Claſſical 
power, but adviceand counſel} we own , &c. its not an Independenc 

power neither, only independent as to man and creatures, bur de- 
pendingupon Jeſus Chriſt ; and if youcan produce any other rule in 
the Goſpel, let us know it, that we may be informed : If you menti- . 
on 415, Lay firſt, they ſent to Jeruſalem for adviceand countel! ; 
* 4, andfecondly, thoſe ro whom they ſent, were able infallibly co. deter- | 


and to us, to lay upon you no greater burthens then theſe nec eſ wes things, 
IT us, We 


} 
lees, 


thy ye 0 
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The Pulpit-Guard! Vnted. yy. 


pocrites, your brethren in iniquity, with Chriſt and the Saints of old, ; 
Mat-12.24- Joh. 8.48. & 10.36. 4#.14-2- You commend thoſe who: 
defire to ſee more of their Errors,co.:Mr. Edwards Gangrera, and the 
reſt of your brethren in the ſame inquitf with you; but youdo well, 
ro commend them to the Gangrena,the vileſt viper that ever appea 
edin the world againſt Chriſt a his trath, and Saints; herein jultify- 
ing your brethren in their iniquity, and fo drawing upon your ſelfall 
the righteous blood ſhed from Abe! until.now ; you: build the 
Tombs of the Prophers, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, pretend high eſti- 
marion of them Phatiſee: like, Aſat.23. from the 29. tothe en 
Well, you draw your concluſion, How needfull is it both for { hurch 
and Common-Wealth to joyn the labour of the Univer ſries for _ 
on of the. Anabaptiſts? ; 
indeed Sir, you had need joynall yout forces, Church, Con. 
wealth (that is, the Magiſtrate) Univerſities,and-all for the ſoperet 
on of truth: I wonder you had not" conjured the Prince of darkneſs 
to your affiſtance in this great work and undercakmg;/y it, ſeems, ang 
errory are ſo great, ſo dangerous inyour cye, as that you 
bly ſome great diſaſter or change : youery out, k 
doarine, as that it will bring deſtruction to- Church, Sears, $ 
Bur what are their neiplesehar are ſo full of danger ?- 
-Avſw. I ſhall give ſome brief hints, x. That Jultificagi ud FN 
tion:is by grace alone through Chriſt, without any relarion-£0 
thing done by the creature. 
2. That this Juſtification and Salvation is enjoyed by Fac. , 
3. That this faith is the gift of God: oy 
4+ That where this faith-is truly wrought, -it producerhya nave 
fall obedience to the whole Law'of Cheilt; and.that. ics the | elicv 
privilege only to be:baptized;;. F403; 5. Fo 
5.' That obedience to: Magiſtrates is the will of God, and they fab- | 3 
mit forconfcience ſake. | = 
6: That believers areto preſs forwards after perfeftion,, inthe al {i 
of lawfall means, as Prayer, Preaching, nce, Fellowfhi 
7. /Thar noecareithe Miniſiererofihg Goſpel bor ſuch as. þ Ve TE 
ceived the Spirit, and power from on high. . 
8. That the Spirit of Chriſt and the Scripture is fuffcicar bor the - 
Miniſters calling, and both Miniſter and peoples ſalvation. | 
9. That its the work of the Lord, and of him alone in the miniſter ry [ 
of the bats to convert and build by: ſouls. —- 
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| +10: \That all the Saints may and ought to exerciſe their gifes for the 
good of others, according to the meaſure they have receiyed. 

I 1. Thatt is their duty ro be men of peace,and as much as in them 
| liech, to live peaceably with all. 

12. That a vizard and ſhew of holineſs and innocency to Saroine 
others, without the power and life of godlinels, is the deepeſt hypo- 


— and ſhall be puniſhed with the deepeſt damnation. 


. Their expcAation1s of a change in the day ofthe Lord,where- 
in w a ſhall be made conformable to him in glory. 


| 14. And inthe mean timetheyare ſaved by hope, that as the An- 
* chorof the ſoul is caſt into that which is within the vail, where they 


2re held both ſure and ſRedfaR. 


Where they ate cheared and "comforted covinſ all che black 
mouths,and falſe ſcandals,and lying rongues of Devil, Pcicfts,or men 
that ſhall be opened againſt them, notwithſtanding you Pear not,nci- 
ther tremble to do the work of the devil, in laying:falſe ſeandals and 

| accufations'to the charge of Gods Ele& without juſt cauſe. the Lord 
willin his cime TeProve you, and rebuke you; Well, but] paſs by,be- 
cipſe T1 "mu ro your Arguments,” (hall only:rtake notice of a 
word or rwo.more; becauſe its bootleſs to traceyoun our folly. _ 
You ſay Tow bave forborn all _ and bitterneſs; 4an dtempered your 
repro De ve adih, bneſs; that you have dipt your nailsix ont; that 
your Witnefs is on high;that you have  donenathing ou of ene; ipleen,or 
paſſion to the perſons of the men, &c. i; 
Truly Sir,youhave hutrered words, were your deeds: calwetable . 
when the cruth is, that there is nothing elſe but gall and birrerneſs ly- 


arid falſe accuſations;are theſe words rouled inSugar? you would 
n7'Be Gut ofthe; have chemba NN: jacida.; ; Thought to 
what your ſugered words would amount at laſt;.and-indeed no won- 


der; for it is the beſt portion that ever the' world:could afford the 
Saints, 
= As for your enſuing preface unto your firſt Argument,] paſs it over, 
| becabſe in anſwering! our Arguments,” I-ſball anſwer.:choſe things 
which ſeettt to have weight in'them, becauſe: reiterations arc both 
needleſs and uſeleſs, 


. - aſcending out of the batromleſs-Pir,. cndearaoring 10 
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The Pupit Gawd Rene. 


T he Arguments againſt the Preaching yy > DIVES, 
E xamined and Anſmere 


Argument I, If God were angry with thoſe i in the time of the Law 
that did uſurpthe Prieſts office, then he (being Fehavab,. the ſamefor 
ever ) will be-angry with thoſe in the time of the Goſpel that ao nſurp the 
Miniſters office ; But God Was angry with thoſe tn the time of the Law 
that did uſurp the Prieſts office. Brgo, Hewill be angry with thoſe in the 
Goel that do uſurpthe Miniſters office, | 

Your Major you-fay is clear fromthe immutability of Gods nature; | 
he is the ſame, that istruth ; But for to give you a diſcovery of the 
Fallacie, and weakneſs of youu Anglmnent; I (hall give you a two-fold 
Anſwer. 

Firſt, Your Major j joyns Ip Priefihood of the Ari and'the Mini . 
ſtery ofthe Goſpel together ; -whei.the truth is, there is no compa- 
riſon between them; "The Prieſts were to offer Sacrifice; agd they 
only to teach the people;and tro miniſter about the things of theAlcar, 
as they were Types of Chriſt the gregt high Prieſt, who offered him- 
ſelf once for all; a Sactifice forthe-ſins: of his people.; -But: the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, they are no Types of Chriſt, they do' not. offer 
Sacrifice for” fin, &c: * Therefore there is no co ifon between : 
them; none might meddle with the office or work of a Prieſt becauſe = 
it was-appointed of God ,-and did'ſfo clearly repreſcnr: that great 
_ high Prieſt Chriſt Jeſus: bur the work of a, Miniſter of Chriſt, is. ro 

declare forth: what-chey have heard and: ſeen from the Lord Je: 
who is already:come, 1 70h.1.1.2,. andthis is the work of ey every Saint 
according to the meaſure of the gift received. 
-* Bur ſecondly, 1 anſwer; I/grant:the 'truch of your. Major inche 
terms; bur I deny that gifted brethren uſurp/ the miniſterial office in: 
their r preaching; uſeÞagion 1 is a vi but for men to Lg of t the thing 


on, Rom. 1246," 1. Pet: 10.4412, nor ſn, burevery Ch hciſt 

though you by your Logick-and Retorick, and: For ed Linnov: 

and abultve Interpretations would amazcand . nuz&the: world, and: 
affright the Saints with Vzzab and:Korah, Dathan *c E iran, &c. 
But know that they areſuch as never came from Chrilly IU t the ſmoak 
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Dathan arid Abiram were ſmiten for doing that they were forbidden; 
you ſmite the Saints for doing that: they are commanded, and for 
which they are commended, FCor-14. from the firſt-to the fifth, 
You apply that unco the gifted brethcen,which retorts it ſelf juſily 
vpon your ſelf ; For firſt youay; #/arpation to thAÞ ffice of the Minis 
| firy 4 agreat ſin; gifted brethren only exerciſe their gifcs,not uſurp 
| the Office ; bur your ſelves itisthat uſurp the Office without the gift; 
| many, yea, moſt of the Miniſters of: the Nation uſurp the Office; bur 
| for the gift, they are nor'only ignorant of, but enemies to it. 

' And lecondly,not only uſurp the Office without the gifr, bur uſurp 
the Office: likewiſe without any colorable ground for it ; They cry 
up Office, Office of the Miniſtery, when they know not whar it is, 

| and have no more authentick.Authoricy for their Ordination to their 


£ 


| Office, then the Pope and the Devil cao give them. 

You inſtance Koreh:8c. and' apply it to the preaching brethen ; 
but truly, if the Lord give you eyes but to ſee it, you might more 
truly apply it to your ſelves; you thruſt your ſelves into the. Prieſts 

cc,as jif-you-were holy 'and-none but you;and you muſt do all and. 
monopolize all'to your ſelves, when you have no more todo with 
the Office of a Miniſter , nor have-no more Calling to+« then. Korab | 
and his Company, or the Devil himſelf. ET ies 

I prove it thus : Firſt, Thoſe who uſurp the Office of the:Miniſtery 
ro-themſelyes, and-have no-more Call: unto-it, cither according the 
letter or the Spirit; then Korah and: his. Company, are - guilty, of 
Korah's ſins but the Miniſtery of the Nation have no more.Call unto 
it,then Korah had, Ergo,They are guilty of Korah's lin: 1.They have 
no Call according to the letter by-a right Ordination; for that they 
have loſt in Rowe long ſince, and now have broughtforth the carkafs, 

3 _ the formonly, and like children ble(s themſelves with that, as if they . 
if had found ſome preat pearl. — 
1 + Secondly, There is no Call from the Spirit ; they then ſhould:live 
JT ! in the Spirits light, and not in the darkneſs of the Devil; apd do the. 
{1 © Spirits work, build up the Saints, 'encourage them,. in exerciſing their 
38 ! gifts for their mutual good' and building up, not hinder them and. 
3 | | reproach them for ſo doing, bear their weakneſs, cover their infir- 
| mities, reprove with meeknefs and love-, not belye them, ſcandal - 
chem, falſly accuſe them, like the Devil. And whereas you fay, '7ig - 
| | dengerons for mento preach without a Call, and "tis dangerons for people - 
| } robear ſuch; I fay its truth , but gifted brethren donorpreach with. 
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out a Call, their gift and opportunity-is their Call.; But you it is that 
preach without a Call; for the gift inmoſt of you, it.isa ſtranger, and ©} 
you are ſtrangers unto it; and believe ir;che puniſhment will be great, Þ| 
the earth willcleave and ſwallow you up'in concluſion. . + 
To what you have added in your third Edicion: I add this Anſwer. | 
You fay, Remember Hind, &c, _. Fs: 

Sir, Are you ſo impudent as to reproach Saints and Truth with 

| particular mens ſins and faults ? Might you not.upon the ſame account 
_ reproach Chriſt-himſelf? behoId-one of bis own Diſciples betray him, 
; and Peter denying him ; an old trick of the Devil to reproach truth 


| withall. IfT ſhould deal thus with you , as juſtly I might, could tell 


; you of a zealous Preacher of your tribe, one ##illianss of Mnnton in 
| Somerfetfyire got his ſervant with Child , and was ouced by the 
| Committee of that County ; and-another of Chard in the ſame 
\ "County, -very zealous and like your ſelf, preached bitterly pa 
| SeRaries; yer got one of his: neareſt friends daughter with Child, 

| and was outed likewiſe by the Committee ; another very near the 
ſame place did the like... And upon this account , it may ealily be 
made-manifeſt, thar there are not a filchyer Generation of Adulterers 
and Devils in the Nation them your own Coat. E: 

You ſay, That for it he hath been caſt ont of bus gathered Chutch. 

A diſcovery of their integrity; they cannot: bear them that. do 
evil, that ſay they are Jews and are not; but: you entertain drunkards, 
whore- mongers, prophane, all ſorts in you:Congregation; both-0 
Prieſts and people, and never caſt them out;; a-demonſtration that - 
you are no Church of Chriſt, but the Synagogue of Satan,a Cageof 
unclean and hateful birds. by | nw 


Argument II. If none may Preach but ſuch as ave ſent,: then every 
gifted brother may not preach ; bat none may preach but ſuch as are ſent. 
Ergo. Every gifted brother may not preach. : | 
- Your Argument inthe Minor I grant, bat the Major deny, that 
although its true, none can'preach according to the intention of that 
Scripture, Row.10.15 viz. forthe working of faith and converting.of 
ſouls,yer it doth not follow thar everygifted brothermay:nort preach; 
for every gifted brother is ſent to preach according tothe meaſure of 
+ the gift received. And your grand miſtake in this.'&rgument, isin the 
word /ent, whereas that-word /enz, relates: to.ihie internal power of 
the Spirit in the Saints, by which they are enabled to ſpeaka word in = 
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_ or ſending, a poor and Jow interpretation. 


Scripture you produce, is, x Cor, 14 32, For th 
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ſeaſon to the very ſoul ; you underſtand-it to be an outward mifion_ 


bs 


T be miſſion, you ſay. implyes three things : Ele4ion by the Churches, 
Probation and Examination by the Presbytery, ſeparation by Ordination 
of the Presbytery, 
Firſt, E/eft;on by the Church; But by what Church? not your 
Parochial Provincial or National Church ; The New Teſtament ne- 
ver knew ſach a Church, nor Chriſt inthe New Teſtament never did, 
never will own ſuch a Church ; a.company of ignorant prophane 
cartial creatures, both Prieſt and people; yer have gotren the name 
of a Church and Miniſtery, bleſſing themſelves in thar name, and yer 


_ are ignorant what it is; for a Church of Chriſt to whom Elefion 
belongs, are a company of Believers, Saints gathered .out of-the 


world by the power of the Lord in the. Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
1 Cor.1.2. eA@.2.47.chap-4.32.But you are Enemies to this Church, 


rail, reproach, perſecute ; they are the obje& of -your ſcorn and 


malice, I grant that where ſuch a Church is, EleRion belongs to 
them; yer I ſay, a man may be ſent to preach,though not eleRedby 
the Church, 44;8,1.4.The whole Church being [cattered preachedzand 
I ſuppoſe none dare ſay,;that all of them were EleRed and Ordained-' 
for ſaid before, there is a preaching by way of gift and office, and 
preaching by gift only; and its the Churches joy to ſee her Members 
gifred and exerciſed in this way : But as for your ſelves, as your 
Church isno true Church, nor your Miniſtry no-true Miniſtry-: fo 
you fail likewiſe in your EleRton by that Church; for you are in your 
way firſt ordained, and then you are ſent ro your Churches, Pariſhes, 
whether they will or no, and you take them by violence;if you have a 
minde to their Tythes, you will be their Miniſter, though never e- 
leRed by them; and afterward, if you have a Call to another place 


for your advantage, you will. leave them again, and.imbrace the ſe- 


cond, and the third too it may. be ; yet you dare be ſo bold as to tell 
of youreleRing by the Church ; where as firſt, it is no Church, but a 
Pariſh conſiſting 'for the moli part of ignorant carnal ſouls ; and ſe. 


condly, you preſs your ſelves upon them whether; they will or no for 


the moſt part; where then is your EleRion by the Church of Chriſt ? 
thus you fail in the firſt parc of your miſſion, non- EleRion by a 
Church of Chriſt, and then I pray who ſent you? 

Your ſecond is, Probation aud Examination by the Presbytery ; the 
e ſpirits of the Prophets, 
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A learned interpretation of this Scripture} the} 
are to be ordained to preach; muſtbedubjeAreth 


probation of the Presbytery, when there is nothhe; 
tention of fach a thing 1n- the words z for the Apolt emb 
all propheſie one by one : what;all the PreWyters> Nay bers ; 
but who-are they 2? 4/! the gifted brethren: See ver, 34. none arepro- 
hibited but women :" Let your Women: keep ſilence, for they are not per-= 
mitted ro ſpeak, but: men arepermitted, 0 won ponds fas. 
O%bj, The Lord: mtends: Prophets, only;;” and/-its Jaid in; another 
place, 1 Cor. 12:29, Are all: Apoſtles? Are all: Prophets; ec 7 The 
interrogation implies a negation ; all are notProphets.': - . 
Anſw. t.. All are not Prophets. - To þ | 


by 
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Secondly, Alt that have the gift of Propheſie,are Prophiets,and may” 


ſpeak,and ought to ſpeak; forthe edifying ofthe Churchjas in its place 
I ſhall let you ſee more at large. - Vomit wo 1 

Now, if all that have the gift of Prophecy, - that is, to ſpeak to the 
edifying of the Church, may Prophecy,ver. z..then this may occaſion 
confuſion, ſome may' ſay, and you ſay-ſoro0.: Nay; ſaith'the Apoltle, 
the ſpirits of the Prophets are ſubjett to the Prophets;33For God © not the 
anthor of confuſion, but of peace, EXC. That , when one Prophet; or 
gifred Brother hath ſpoken, and another hath any thing revealed, 7er 


_ the firſt bold his peace : but how can he hold his peace ?:the ſpirit of 


Prophecy is (krong and violent, and men catinot eontain-themſelves, 
irs like fire within them > Namb.11.25, 1 Suns. 19, 20; to the end. 


Buc ſaith the Apoſtle, there isno ſych thing inthispropheſying; For 
the ſþ rits of the Prophets are ſubjef tothe Prophets ; _—_— Te 
able to contain themſelves,and be lilent,while another ſpeaks, 8c, clſe 
it would occalion confuſion ; But God #4 not the anthor of confuſion; bur 
of peace. 6 no 3s wap 4] [50S 


So that the ſum of all is, That he that is a Goſpel-Propher,can'con- 


tain himſelf, and be content to hear another ſpeak as well as him-- 
| ſelf,8&c. : EO 
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By all. which, ic appears, that a man may be ſent, and.may. Preach, 
or Prophelie, without fuch: an-.approbation' or examination as you 


ſpeak'of ; elſe thoſe, As 8. ated unlawfully in preaching without | 


any ſuch Probation. | 
' But co-return to your ſelves, youcome ſhort of any ſuch probation | 
by che Presbytery ; its true, there was a Presbytery. in the primitive 

times.; but what is that coyou, who know no true, Church, nor 
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niſtry, but are enetnics anco'ic ? you have only Popiſh forms amongſt 

| rag worm the power ; the name of Church- Ordinances, Miniſters ; 

- but are indeed, andin truth, enemies to Church, Ordinances, Mini- 

ſers; reproach thety,perſecute chem,and are for the moſt part a pack 
of cheaters and uleluders of the people for your own advantages. 

I own probation by ſuch a Presbytery the Scripture ſpeaks of, be. 

fore admifſion-to office, (alchough Rtill,l ſay, men may Preach 3s pif- 
red Brethren without any relation to office) but as for your Presby- 
rery, it was conceived in Hell, brought forth in Rowe, and yer lives, 
and'pants:for breath in England, but its end ts to be burned: See 
E/ai 65.ſrom 11. to 16. | 

Your Third, in your miſſion,is, Separation by ordination of the Preſ- 
bytery : which thing Town, as relating to perſons in Office, by a 
lawful Presbyrery; yet {till Ihave rwo exceptions. 

x. Not that Ordination to office ever did, or ſhall, where its right, ., 
prevent the gifrs of the Brethren, No Sir, it was not the-end for 
which it was appointed. | 

| . 2, Youhave nv ſuch Presbytery ; therefore no ſuchordination ; 

* you have yours by fucceſſion from the Pope 3-only you have' of late 

altered the name from Biſhop, Prieſt and Jeſuite, toPresbyter ; but 

: the nature is not changed, as deeply ingaged, and inraged apainſt the - 
rruth as any Jefuite in Rowe : and I affure you, I (hould as freely ac- 

. cept of the Prayers and the hands of a-pack of Jeſuits, as of yours, as | 

. relating to this of Ordinatian. | 

But to return tothe word Sexr, where, it ſeems the force of your 

© --Argument lieth, wherein you are ſo much miſtaken ; you judge it to 
be the outward miſſion, conſiſting of Flefion, Probation, Ordination ; 
whereas indeed, and truth it hath the leaſt relation to it, if any at all; 
my grounds are theſe: : : | 

i. From the nature of the word and work : the word Sex7.in thoſe 
high things of-God, relates to God, and his ſending immediate. So 
Chriſt was the Sext of the Father, to do the Fathers work : thas was 

-Panl an eApoſtle, one ſeut not of men, neither by man, bur by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Gal.1.1: and he was ſent not to Baptize, but to Preach the 
Goſpel, 1 Cor.1:17. ſo:the word and work jo;rned together, ir being. 
a heavenly work, preaching of the Goſpel, its a heavenly ſending 
that is here intended. | z T 
” 2, The mannerof expreſſion, the interrogation, which, as you ſay, 
- -and its granted, implies « firong negation ; how oan he preath —_ 
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And this I muſt tel] you, that if God inlighten: any of your profeſ- 
ſion in the Truth, they renounce this kind of ſending, trample it 
under feet, return it from whence it came + But to return, mencan [1 
preach by your miſſion ; but they cannot preach unleſs ſent of - [; 

God to convert Souls, inthe power ofthe internal ſending, . 
| Bur. to proceed:tothe third. Argument : If this be ſuch an out- 
ward miſſion, or ſending,-as you imagine, then it makes all other-- 

' preaching unlawful z for its.ſuch a ſending, as, that there is no preach- 
ing without it ; how can he preach then? What che Apoltle writ to- + 
the Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 14. Tow:may all propheſie #6 lat, was. | 
unlawful ; and the.preaching of ſcattered brethren, Ax 8, was un-- OA 
lawfal ; che preaching of Pawul, «As 9. 20. immediately after his, 
converſion, before he was ſeparated,: to the wark of Miniſtry, Chap. 
13.3, was unlawful, and he had cauſe to repent it,-if what you affirm - 
were truth ; bur he rejoices in it, Ga/.1, 15, 16, 17. Mo ſooner Was - 
Chriſt revealed in him, bat he preaches him; he went not up. to Fera-: 
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ſalem, to them that were «Apoſtlerbefore him, &c.. - ESL 
Bur co the great objeQtion that lieth. in the way againſt you,” That. 


gifting is ſending, and all gifted perſons are ſent, &c. And know this - 

will yet: lic in your way, andis not ſo calily removed. as you ima-- | 

gine: you pretend a diſtinRtioff between gifting and ſending. : _. 
Many thouſands in the' Nation are gifted (you lay) but may not 

dare not preach,&-c. . re 

| Your gifted brethren (arms ) may not, date not preach ; you {- 

keepthem.in ſubjeQion ; but your ſea ones, though no giſt ar all, | 
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they may and-dare to do it, or abuſe it; and what account will you 
give to the Lord for thisar laſt chinkyou?* i P79 
| - You fay, None maypreach in a conſtituted Charch Without ſending, 
in your way: And yet in the 'conſtitnted Church of (orinth they 
might all, (viz. ) who had the gift, propheſy one by one ; you inſtance 
Barnabas and Saul, At.13-1.2- who though they had gifts muſt be or- 
dained:Yet Saul preached, 4.9. 0,21,22.before he'was ordained,or © 
had ſeen the Apoſtles ; ſee wer/c'27, And when Parl and Barnabas 
were Ordained, it was not to preach in a conſtirated Church, but to 


the world as you may ſee, A#.13. ; 


You ſay, If bare gifts be a ſuſficient Call, &c. Then gifted boys may 
preach as the little gifted Boy at Stafford. 

And why not Sir? will you limit the holy One of 7/ael, and dare 
you reproach the Scripture, as you do ? out of the months of babes and 
ſucklings, he ordained ſtrength, and will confound his foes. 

Then gifted Women may preach, you ſay : This is your own con- 
cluſion; becauſe we ſay, as the Scripture ſaith, that gifted brethen may 
; preach or propheſie; therefore you in reproach will conclude that 
| gifted women may preach; but its your concluſion, and to your ſelf I 
leave it; and according to the Myſtery of the truth, I think there are 
bur few,if any,beſfides women preachers among your ſelves. w 

You produce, MHat.10.1.5. Which you ſay,fully clears the ſcraple, 
Where Chriſt diſting#uiſveth gifting men from Authoritative ſending,v.1. 
he gifts them;verl.5 . he ſends them. ; EEE 

I anſwer.; Firſt, Is this ſuch a ſending as you have talked of in 
your miſſion, EleRion, Probation, Ordination? or an immediate 
ſending , as' he ſent Pax/ before he was Ordained > Here is not a 
word of Ordination,but ſending; no laying on of the hands of Chriſt, 
but gifcing, ſending ; ' and ſo the gifting and ſending of the gifred 
brethren, is when the Lord enables them in a meaſure unto ir, and 
faith in them, to them, po, as in Panl,Gal.1.16. As for thoſe gifts you 
mention, Zat.10.1.1query,if you or any of your ſent Brethren have 
thoſe gifts,or if you are ſo ſent as thoſe, ver/.5. . pier bo mig 
"* Youconclude. two things, thar-mpſt concur in making a Miniſter, 
gifts, abilitiet, qualifications both of tif and learning ; This if rightly- 
underſtood,is a truth, and T freely'own it; © LIES 
But you ſeem, pag. 12. to bripgin a mixture; a hodge podge ' 


ed 


eArts, Sciences, Latine,Greek, Hebrew, 8c. And is it. true indeed, 
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tobe t unlea : xd men, ef 
parcakers of the Spirit « of Chriſt > and ar 
or elſe they -are none off his,. 9+ and. is 
ſafficient-now as. then 2. yea ce ainly., ro tho! 
bur irs the ſpirit of Anrichriſt that ſeeks our after hu 
ſupply.che.coom or wan of this Spirit of Chriſt;and ha 
they grow proud of it, are ſelf-conceired in it, make 
idol, and dare reproach the Spirit and FOR of the L 
in kis Saints. - 
Secondly, He muſt hore power #4 and Antherit) from the Preciptery 
to exerciſe his Gifts : he muſt not run es he be (emt.. 
' I bave Anſwered this already. : what - Prerhytery ſent Pan! 
when he preached ? A2.9. or the ed brethren? ARS, &E; And 2 
where is that Fae bs among, you, thac h: > power tf | = 
It. ſeems you have high cſteemof your Preth tery 36 
not.menrion it ſo Wo ,when ics but anew t of th 


norant of _Pre-bytery your ſelves not eg: 
lifes you up to. Heaven, alchough the nature; 
mains, I ſuppoſe you harp fo much upan « ſo the 
reach nothing but what you 4pprove your a 
dom might ic may beſtand the longer; ee Lord Joke 
confume an deſtroy Antichriſt, with the ſpirie of bis month, FN 
brightneſs of his co A. | 
You'ſay, All Preachers art + ſent either by God, or by the Devil cM 
To this we. fully aſſent without Tertxcen your witnels,;. 
pray you look you unto.it; Are thoſe cdomolonacygt ping. | 
.meaſure of the gilt gi 
ſent of che. Dey#l,or of God * ,1 
very ſharp point and keen rock 
are aware ; Therefore bo be 


Your felves/"F hake eb "O'Boity,a you call, of we 
Chriſt, 'a monſtrous ke ohne ones, 2d give Feeg 
diggs Yah; chem chey 1ans; oma] ſo delude theth Jon with» 
out inf oY When a yr ever. 

Secondly j Nee are of;an#enyiousto the' truth, the'Saints and. 
ly od. 

Thirdly; Do not the work of Chit; preach, buptize Believers con- 
verted, £ cher Churches, build up Saints, bur che contraryby: way of; 
oppoſition'to all. 

Fourthly , For the moſt part, are carnal looſe, baſe in conver ſa- 
tiohz.not fo mich as common civility or civil honeſty ; yerall one. 
ſending. 

Now be your'ſelvss judges who are ſentfrom*God, and who from - 
the Devil; who doth the work of Chriſt, and who, rhe work 6f the 
Devil. Oh confideriths J0u "who forget God, leſFhe come and tear own 
Pieces, ard t Ee, 'be noye to detiper. 

Pap.1 "as (ou fay,*Tts for Wolves and falſe Prophets to be far called, 
ad. to come of their 0Wn Accord fc. 

J fb, Fey arc Wolves whoare Self. ciited; Thieves 

ind RebFers,Joh:To. you mention'it; bur Lb wiy lidth here ftil!, | 

ate the'SelF-called one ouvrrhe pre +, ” robeng ſo,. 
who are the Tk vo or:tictn? ten &y preich'orn! 

'by. Gife-a5- they bave received, xs Tfaill., either for converſion h 

" building,thacchey-might: infort'orhers i the ſame cryth'th they them- 

ſelves are informed , or comfort ochers with the  Jamecomforrchey 

themſelves are comforted. 

Bur you, who boalt fo much of your ſending , you come indeed 
and are.not ſent - for firſt, you come not in-at the door, but in at the- 
Window; the door i ing aid his S irir, and there is no other door 

; fee 1; CT. 12, *theys are wy Es and 
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and the robber, that lo he m 
And as for: Wolves, wh op re 
Tſand [you rl 4 ire Barr 4s 
yof Wolves todevourthe 
devoured P:let C 
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oor pp og youfFrom'] 
fovgr rhe Wotres itisthatbice 
cheir prey ; but the Lambs are meek; p 
and devouaring;i&c; But ſtay awhile; p 
you ſt beeruthy Thacthe edbro 


yer believer, ie a+ not the- Sr kr 


: - 


bur your<cuniing ſophiſte 
Argument will burn up all your:/; 
(hall confeſs chac _—__— brethren may 
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Goliah fled; but aacemiſtaken;. 1 ſuppok 

vid ; and arpreſent great Goliah gers rhe: 

Armor of proof; Univecficy- —_ &E, me. bile mult x | 
the end. | | . Ty | | - 


Noweo, mw chrd Ar 


If all that have gifts ip precebphes Mrhubbiuns cif __ prizes. 2 
but pn 'that have gifes (fay youy maj preach; 3 ergo, ll that haves fer. | "3 
may baptize. ' | |» 
In my anſwer.to this Argumenty] ſhaltpaſby what the gif feedbro-\ | 2 
thren anſwered, as you make mention wits ſ6- OY 
ſcorn as if you bad ſare ah 5 fimein Scornerschair | YE 
parnnn, ] grace chexruch o 


NODE Wt 2) 


Et Ft Fole he feſiprenheroo Re 
ance, a | _—_ IRTCT , alung away of fin-by. 
ts of Chriſt; yethad-ri bcc all miſton. notdid;any miracle, 
Ze 10.-41. butb divide infpicaries,Jaccordi gto the meaſurehe, 
had received bepreched and o hoaprize z ies: true he was: 
of beforc,abi@or i NQer.£o prepare the way; 
of the Lord; 8es | yethidad his warkinko pidinary. way. 29a giked. 
brother, if y dui haveiir ſo.; not exrehordinarily gifted and ſent. 
See John 1. 33. hepreached Chriſt, and bapt td ren 77 he and 
knew him not ;, like many. an honeſt ſoo], t raccſpe 
and preach {IP en they bave.but (bartered and 4 _—_ 
of him, ig fuch aworth.in hum; :that a foulchat . 
hach had: bona ofbi rhe arid an _ in _ cannot bur declare | 
him, As taeeeamenof Louterie La 


I. Diſe 53 compare "rn Hang 
latter end, Peter I tobe baptized. ; not yy he didir 
himſelf, bur commanded them;and its very probable that there were . 
ſome gifted preaching brethren with him who. did the! work ;1and | 
rhe like alliſtacce might.he.expeR whenche: 3000. were converted . 
and added to the-Chuteh, A&#s 2. and At 8. T he ſcattered brethren 
went preaching the Goſpel ; and Chap. 11. The handof the Lord vas. 
with them, and a great # number believed and turned to the Lord; and 
the ſame who convertedthemybiptized them, if they were at all bap- 
rized, for-they gathered them into Church- fellowſhip. But the eA- 
poles hearing of it, ſent Barnabas th confirm and-ſtrengthen them, which 
bedid, ver..23. not baptizc them ; Thus ic appears thar preaching -. 
Diſciples may baptize, not that they muſt : Puwl Was ſenr,ngr.to bap- . 
tize,þut to preach, yet ſeeing he was ſenero do the 8fearer,be might 
de the lefler, and did ir.too... 

ObjcA.. This is that will breed confuſion is the Clarch ; xo need f- 
| Officers, fo. an) ©7:r $a may adminiſter Ordinances. © 

hich (hall be my chird > racy r00; Thar Officers, Pas 

= _ + and. = are nor gies gs Ei ng vb the Church and tl 'F 
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Sprevie others 1 ientime hen co'dethicone them agatn 3 - and the 
work of x Paſtor: or Feachier' doth: nor "conſid ; 42 pre _ _ T 
baprizing,as Priefts now-adaics thit k;bar-in ng the ſtare oft 
flock, ix ws in reproving, in admoniſhing, 3 


cue Fw belong it and power of the: Lord : E i Ee 
thar] know belongragn Baſins) bub6.& if ed brocher may do. it; iris 
duty when time; opportunity: and; 


I1DCTIL :; Cals: Þ re only: the: 
wc it according to his gift, as member; the-other waiting | 
on his office, as one encruſted by che Church more m_o reign for | 

Itis with the Church in this caſe,as witha body altique that: 
Magiſtrates and Officers ::not forirs þe gt girens= E we ng;. 
nor iſtracy that gives abeing cea/People,, Th 0p! pie gives 
: LS the Magiſtracy : and che Magi YWUld + 

Peoples good. Soit is inthigcaſe/withthe-Charchz i irs not che « Paſtor 
that gives.being to the Church, buc the Church gives being ro the Pa- | 
ſtor; the Chirchand Ordidances ate before Paſtors. -- © - 1 (4. 

- ObjeRt. :But.chere muſt be ſome orig or other to preach FETs ather 
1ng.of the Church, and ſuch a one is ne the Chmrch., an 
zo give being-to the Cherch; © 22 Pies, ES EW I 

. efnſw;-Truc;butwe are-notnow-ſp ohina cher dem aching,Ourt of 
buc. in . a-,conſtirured Church: : And: fe condiy ;- our. os a; conflicuced - 
Church gifted brethren ony. preach. for- the ga;hering of: L UICA Or ,, 
Churches; ;, andif God give a bleſſing rothem,,. pon. nitckt his pre- 
ſence withthem, : as thote: 2+ 8. with. As 11. they, may, prize | 
them, and gather them into fellowhip, as they did... | 

You pretend abſurdities thac will follow, : if mon may preach ths 
out a call, they may baptizes, deliver the Supper, : (ARGYS CaeF's cew- , 

ſores Without a Call. Es 
I ſay ic is without cealake Churches fiendaen ar belive is cal a 
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ouzh for either, if the party be giſtedro ir; all lawlul Cabs rc ro Preac » 
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althous 


.  frameuncharged, that ſo.your: Paſpit- Guard may. 


women all this while; but Thavye int urners 3m 
rence. between gifted brethrengand gifredimomes; {iy Ouroawn 
| concJulivn, becauſe. ifredmentmey proach thereſeio gifect 


""Scoondly, Should I give by-way: of conceſhon, though. noe grant, 
tice tobaptizc. 3: yer. they may; 
preach z and:that- z. From the command; forics.not the reaſoning. 
from the g: 'ta the-leſswillſerve, you, but.its the command thac 
»slawfull,or.unlawfull;; thereis acommand-of preaching, 


makes 
if not of baptizing, Kep..13. 3,6. 1 -Petu4. Io,11, Examples, Att: 8; 4. 
and 920/and 18.6, | 


and Baptiſcazvere notſounited together , as never eo! 


| be! ſeparted | oupretendJ See 1.Cor,1:17, 


But to your fourth Argument. 


If no Prieſt: or - Prophet might offer Sacrifice wunder als Ties —_ | 
Ul,they none may preach the Wordgor deliver the Sacraments under the 
ofpel without a Call; bnt no man might offer: Sacrifice under the Law 


' without a Call. Ergo,8c. 


This Argamenc-isone in ſubſtance wich-your firſt-: 1 chought your 
Ks, 6 ivinity had delivered-you from ſuch-Taurologics; 
1 :thereis enough ſaid inmine Anfwerto th felt for 
ſatisfa lpia both, yer Iſhallfollow-you in this likewiſe , that ſo [- 
may not {cave one-ſtone unturned,, - nor: any. part- of your warlike - 
be whoBpancno- 
rally comed. And to your Argument give you aitreble Anſwer” 

- Firſt, thar there is no.compariſon to- deb the Jouith 
Prieſts, and the Miniſters of che Goſpel, alchough indeed-your ſelves- 


\ in many things. run parallel with them bu chis I have anfoered .# 


your fuſt. 


ere - wats po ena, £ Iagſwer,/ , that « itavot the pry 0 of fJewids- ) F 
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Propher in cine Pie Tt of 
jor 2. preach or ninitter OtUHine 
redo miſe al Ag 


avert. hom 
be *heLord wil 
ba that which th ak] in beer 
Ithae abliguely *We* hit 
OV *his'V 


b.” 


new Ces hroooror Bay the Lor 
og forth the | vodge $ of the Lord ja chefs 
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work: Jha pp 

freak; of the gry of rhy' a rhe 
ro the fons of nth His migh 
ret 'Nore'mitn, 0 * 

otir tnjeſty v! the Nie 
hzye been in'the ior, 
'petience,2/Per[1-t6;11- eine rocket mn, ſein ive 
ſity, nor yonr Call, that teacheth-you. knowledge in tes Ki bf j| 
the'Eortd; and thats the'reafonh of your fodeep is ofyrice of "oh | 


rrediapainſt che Trath; 'bbrits'the Stities wo 
Pte rhe Kin 1gdam : The Goſ os oe 


[monopole Prin hemſ 
; chem. whet 
there will be Popkchn . Andt 


Wl. ! Creation in their ſpheres, and places, al nlfer neat ad 
bl -1 { Maker ; and ſhall not the ry ly co thu 215, 
he |and underſtandings, do the like 7 by works foal 
04.5 \and thy Saints Ball not be behind the 6g reation, * 
'' {rhe they (hall talk of thee, they (hall declare thee to. theſons of 
| a OE EO TOP 
| Fm 3. Ianſwer, thata nts are Ky a bo Prieſt 
A hood, 1 Pet.2.5. andrheir Pricſtly Office under: oe Law - nor 
0 ation at all ro yours under the Goſpel, or any other offici 
[0 .niſtry ;/ for thar Prieſthood was 1. FF Typeof Chiiſt.; and '2, 'Of 
T8 _the Church of Chriſt,&c. _ 

F- '4. Ianſwe! , arndconclude,. "That Gifted Brethren .do. not preach 
8 without a Call, as none mi ohe facrifice without a Call, &c.. . , . | 

I And whereas you ſay, andgive i it as your reaſon, That Preachin 
i a greater work, then offering ſacrifice ;. 1 ſay its not the grearneſs of - 
the work, but the will of the Fed commanding the work, that makes | 
thet ng either. lawful, .or unſawful : whereas you make fo many 
'reicerations of a Call ;; and that mas goa Peat in-at the window, &:0. 1 
have ſaid enough to this already, and proved it ſo, that your fclves 
uy iGurg men b 1 Sg you 'ſee it not, and not the Gifted Bre- 


5 6s #...cad Oy 
” Coma wee on 


fielt,.” That he never mentions his Call to fach : 4 baſe, = un- 
| fs x5 you ſo often mention yours, viz, that you might top, 

nd klence the workings, and rhe gifts of the Spirir. inall, exce 
you ſelves, where it Ig neither, but Vaiverlicy Gifts inſtead « ol the 


- 1 VIYL1 niquit 
If his Cal had Aon 0 "Ee then yours, he might, and would ; 
: been (ha nec of it, 2 poo Then ad py targe anger {a 


Rd 


E 
| 


, norance and formality ; the leaders of the people bave cauſed them 
' to Erre. | ; 


they are driven forth, they carinoc hear, bi 


his Kingdom ; that office ſhould not put out Gifes, &c. bur all things. 


But to your: Reaſotes's ro > convince men pof- the'neceflity of a Cal 

0 this Szcred Fun&ion ; yours isa lacred one in' deei h Ih TY facred 

-holy Chair of Rowe. _. LE HER DIR 
1. Reaſon, Withont it all Bax are el "ey 

Anſw."Igrant it for truth ; thar is the reaſon Ser af 


$ mg 


.nances are null ; your Preaching null ; for you preac \pe e 
outward formality without power : Hence it is, thai ns 4 ror Kol F | 
Sent-preaching Brethren is to undo what.) 'ou have dot 

I can afſure you, that it would be much'cafier, ina ire # iy, 
to convert Souls ro. Chriſt amongſt. Indians and Hearhens; then in 
[England : you, their ceachers, have ſo rivited them inthe ways of ig- | 


Your Baptiſm null, bebaaſe ye wete not called, 4difonr of God, 
bat cut before you were {ent; you! have \prin led Babes inſtead of 
baprizing Believers. | 

Your Supper and Communion:null, becauſe" you hare prepred 
T able far the Troop, . and furniſved. a ri & offer | 
Tfai.65..1.1,12. There ore ſhall you be a : te) wor, 
bow down to the ſlanghter. Ct Ee ne opp ng ts 

2, Real. He cay expel no ſutceſs ee HOU fs 7 Eo ND 
| Axſw.. That is the reaſon you do ne the Pec le at all,/ 


p 


3-Real.. People cannot hear ſuch with conf $ "s 
-Maſw.. That is the reaſoh. ſo many honeſt $6uls Te 


of hriſt, and muſt follow ic. * bor TERM DOT a 
4. Reaf. God will have all things done Ss to" that order pe 
rale he bimfſelf bath preſcribed, barns 


Anſw. Trae( chat is) chat his Saints ſhould Prexc# the Woil of 


ſhould be done in order; that is the. reaſon the knowing and godly. 
part-leave you, becauſe Gods Order is not amongſt you. You pre- 
ſcribe two notes of choſe who have not OE Spirit... | 


pf VOTED it; Ten we tp a not "rs the! fi Fo 1 G9 


cole Church of Babel, and conhbony bork in Midiſtry, 'a ro 


OT. 


th them 7 FU EAR dive are fucks have a 


f godlineſ5, but ming the power; therefore from ſuch 
we art to turn aWay, to ſe eparate, as the Geneva 7eaas it, '2 Tim. 3. 5. 
And that is the reaſon why Souls, when they are once informed in 
ir, they run No. yon, as from 'an unclean and monſtrous Babe! and 
Antichriſt, obey 7s ng the Call of the Lord, Rev. Hr 4. Come out of her 
m7 1 Peo le, partake not 0 f her fins, le artake of her plagues : And 
your Cre is who have Ne ebarct From che bh Chile Ordinan= 
ccs, Ocder, and all ;. that have forgotten Sion, and forſaken the Lord,in. 
reparing 4 T able for the Troop,&c. _ 

| : x-—$3 enſhaliſts; following the Didtates of corrupt aſh, ferſaking 

! their Callings, —_ 

_ You are,miſtaken, and that upon a double account. 

I. They donoc follow the diQtates of tiature, but'of the Spirit of 

{ Trath. ia the writren Word of God; they do not leave their Cal> 

| lings, wag live idle, they can work, and preach roo. 

. But 2.) Nene are the men who. lie under this gik : you it iswhoare 
Senſualiſts, Pow liQtates of corru rupr felfoh. Hence it is, thar 
you muſt live by ſenſe and reaſon, fetchin\your tnaincenarice by the 
force of civil power from-the Pcople, whether they will or 'no, can- 

not truſt God: Mbps, maintenance ; no; Br rein forthe | 
poor believing Anabap hs, 


| Wo 
pn dd Kerry - 
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ky you v make it appear «car you hare WP the ſpirit of des 


The och FEE | 


From the..o Abſardities that w 3.997 follow, Cc 
ore Icome. to your firſt proton -I canhot but note-your- 
Story in;your large Swallows, of theman W you ſay.) your read of ;thas. 
ſwallowed an Ox, all except. the T ail.; 
Ros, away Tray you,de ON OT lye,or do your ſel lg? tf it be 
c.Story, it argues Idleneſs, Ignorance, bad lice in wake _ 
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read ſuch alye 3 Sai 
relating of lyes, and-fall 
able to Tru = 
3. Vanity, vain minds to delight in ating, and relatitig ſuch abc 
minations. -- . ah” aa hors bn 
Sie making uſof a ling Sror rodiſhononr Saints, ng 
Eru 
But ifit be a ſon of yourownb 
ceeding like your ſelf : remember 
tion in the Lake that burnath, in. . the fix 
and this lye do you apply in maps tothe B; 
Bur give me leave totell you,.ch tits "ou lyes: 
reat ſwallowers.you rell of an Os; zb BY, 
_- of the whole Nation, if you had it ; not only 
but the Lambs, Calves, Pigs, and Geeſe, Egas. and | 
and all, apd yet not CONTERE 3 was there.- 
world befide,think you ?be-juc 
I. Abſardity,. This s that 
ties ec. then &v ery Souldier that hu 
N w/ Cele Gmodins Compar 
eAnſw; You make uſe 0 {ons 
thing in hand; thoſe var EP ng 
variety of diltin Calling: 
fyingis that which all the bretheen 
' Thave oftenproved;' that in.the Chu 
the gifr,and-yer no conan zeace and orde 
an equality with your Brethren, : the np pre 
2. Then every gifted boyiand W, auld 


To this I have anſwered you already. | 7 
3-Then all way pre hon dye nn. wap 


tkewiſe anſ\ ſweredalr 


_To this I have 
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| $. Then all vain glorious Hypocrites,&-c. wouldturn Preachers;ev-c; 
the emptieſt barrels make the loudeſt ſound,o4c.  * © 

And isit otherwiſe now amongſt your ſelves ? Who hold their 
heads higheſt, who makes rhe greateſt ſound, who thinks they have 
Gifcs beyond all others ? Is is not yourſelves? and. would yon nor 
exclude alt beſide your ſelyes, had you ſo much power ? empty bar- 
rels, making great ſounds, bot being cry*d, there is nothing but va- 
nity and pride. And whereas you ſay, A! vain glorious Hypocrites 
would turn-Preachers ; | wouid haye you to know, that the Saints 
have a Spirit of diſcernings and if they finde ſuch perſons, they cx- 
clude them ;. therefore this is no way to ſet up- vain-glorious Hypo- 
crites ; it is that Spiric of diſcerning -God hath-given to-them, that 
makes-them diſcover ſo much Hypocriſie amonglt you. 

_ 6. Then the Church of (hrift, Which is his Body, would be monſtrous, , 
all eye, all ear, all head,e*c. contrary to that of the «Apoſtle, 1 Cor.12, 
14,15, & 28,29, | | 

eAnſw. No truth in your concluſion : For- 

I. 1 ſay not that all haye Gifts, but all that have Gifts may Preach ; 
there we ſome. in the Body that have not thoſe Gifts, or-do.notiex- 
RRC TYTTTITINTTS Wo GATOS ar rote fs. 

3. I tay; that to thofe who do exerciſe them, the Giſtis different. 
Diver ſities of Gifts, yet the ſame Spirit ; and diverſities of operations, 
Jet the ſame Lord, c,, © he CLAN ig. 

© As there are diverfities of Members, yet the ſame Bady.: i i 1411 
© And ſo. Divetfities of Callings 3 ore e Apoſtle; thavis-ſentfor 
the gathering of Churches ;- ſome Prophets, gifted brethrer-in the 
Church, exerciſing for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt; _ Paſtors and 
Teachers for to feed and watch; yer not to hinder, but rather to 
further, and incourage the Prophets; Deacons to ſee to the neceſli- 
od Ce THO TOUT 221 | 

Thus you ſee, o6r-may ſee, that this order is ſo far from making a 
Monſter, that it ſets every member to do his office inhisplace, every 
one to exerciſe his Gift in the Body, according- to-the meaſure he 
hanmennes. 3 HB SH W/IAiS 20fs bag 

-But you it is who, make a monſter in all its parts; afilthy:corrupt 
leprous body, without, or at beſt,”with rotten, falſe, painted, arti- 


3 


was,never will be Head to ſuch a Body;and your are the men,the Mi. 
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members, legs, arms,8c. without a head. - Jeſus Chriſt never , 


it op; boaſt 


cry out ap Fog 


{ves are yok Monſters all the while. #6 


of his BI "ved 


7. If thu be tolerated, it will make both Hiniſtr and Minifters : 


cometiprte, ec. © 

eAnſw.-T thought where I ſhould take you at laſt : Oh; -you love 
Honour as well as your Profit, to have the cap and knee, and to be 
called of men Rabh;;; then ir goes gallant; and pleaſeththe heart of 
a proud Pharifee : bucyou': are miſtaken ; this is not the way to make 
Miniſters vile; but the alone way for them to be cſteeme! of as the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, when they walk according tothe Truth, anJen- 
deavour not the dethroning'of any ro Exalt themſelves: and this is 


that hath made you. diſhonourable. in the eyes of Chriſtians, —_ 


pride'and vileneſs in this particular, F 


You ſay T he foleration of ſuch irregularities # not fo fmal an error | 


as ſome imagine,&c, 


Alas Sir, do you want the power of the Civil Magiſtrate, tO.ex-: 


alt you into the throne ?. it feems'it marrers-not what becomes of 
Souls ; let them be ignoratir; let them ſink, let them peti 
Honour miy be upheld, you carenot; &c. ' you'l make'it'a matter of 
_ conſideration atid concergment to the Ciyil Magiſtrate, ro oppoſe 
the way and Truth of Chriſt for your own ſelf _ oe intereſts. 


The ſixth Argument. .- 


E very Preacher muſt be able in ſome good weafireibort! andiaary: 


C briſtians, not only ro arviae the Word ari ght, , 2 Tim. 2.15. Soundly to - 


interpret, and give the true ſence and meaning, applying. the ſame to + © 


edification ; but he muſt be able alſo to convince gain-ſayers, Tit. T9, 
But every Gifted Trades-man, Nailer, Taylor, &c." 16. not able to 


divide the Word ars got, nor to convince a learned adverſary, and oain- - 


fazer. Ergo.” 
The Major, pow. ſay; FOery of it ſelf ; the Minor you pretend to 
prove, which I deny :* your proof is this, | 


Thoſe who want learning, both Hunvane and- beans cannot be FINE 


Interpreters,nor ſolid Diſputants, but moſt of our Gifted avificers Want 


learning, both Humane and Divme. Ergo. 
Sir, | queſtion what you inteni —, Humane i Divine, 
wherher you. niade s erkt 
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Ignoramuf's in both, in your beſt and moſt experienced Art of by: 


manity ; you come ſhort of many-Heathens . and Philoſophers ; and 


' I am very confident that many in this Nation who never knew what 
- an Art: or Science: meant in its form or method in way of School! 


Study, haye more 'natural Fhiloſophy , Logick, Retorick in their 
'heads then your ſelves, who ſo much pride your ſelves in your 
(hame. TY | | 
But whether am I wandring into the bottomleſs Pit of mans 
wiſdom ? take your honour in this blackneſs and darkneſs, and go on 
ſpoiling ſouls by yourPhiloſophy, (9/4.2.8.cill the Lord prevent you. 
You ſay in-the Minor of your fiſt Argument , That every,gifted 


|  Tradeſ-man, nailer, tailor , &c. is not able to divide the word 


aright ,&c. | | - ” 
And is every Prieſt of your Calling .in the Nation able to divide 
the Word aright in your own judgement ?.or is one in ten, nay 
inewenty ? bethe judge your ſelf; if not, be aſhamed to bring ſuch 
Arguments any more, becauſe every-giſted Tradeſ-man is nor able, 
therefore none are able, &c. . becauſe. every. Prieſt is not able, here- 
fore.none ace able Artificers in their art of preaching. | 
- And in your ſecond Argument, you ſay, moſt of them want learn- 
18. | 
17> (Pai not your ſelves ſay moſt of your own Calling want 
learning humane and divine? I am ſure you want divine learning; 
elſe you would not make ſuch humane Arguments againſt the di. 
vine truth ; . but we confeſs your Argument, we want learning, not 
humane but divine, and we wait on the Lord for his teachings, ac- 
knowledging with the Apoſtle , 7/ho i ſufficient for theſe things ? 
2 Corc2116, #5 
You ſay, Nor to convince alcarned Adverſary. . 
Truly, now adays your, ſelves are the learned Adverſarics the 
Church of Chriſt hath co deal withall: And this I muſt cell you, 
and you'l finde it by experience, thac the gifted brethren willin the 
light and ſtrength of ecruth, overtura. all. the wiſdom of the fleſh, as 
ics exerciſed againſt the cruth, in you or any others; God will make 
all leſhes wiſdom and pride and. glory vale ic fel, and fall down at 
the preſence of his truth in his Saints, as Dagox before the Ark,; you 
are miſtaken Sir, to think its your: humanity that makes you able to 


| dividethe Wordaright, and that makes you an able Diſpurane; irs 
| the power of the Spiric of Chriſ 
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wt divide the word, and to'convince gain- fa ers ; Therefore your: Ar- 
gument is weak, and hath nothing 'm ic: if aty thing, it reacheth _ 

our ſelves as-well as others, nay more then others z becauſe you live *. 
in char ſphear, and yer want; biirthe gifred brethren ſee their wants, 
andacknowledge it,. not boaſt of their fulneſs like your ſelves ; and 
they ſee they may want learning both humane'and/divine, andyer_ 
divide the Word arighr, be be folid. Diſpurants forthe rruth, fo far 2s 
they have received, not 'walking withonrt' or beyond their line; 
knowing the Lord'i is their Fehr and firength ; who wever fails thoſe | 
that truſt in him; and only one thing T defire'td Query 'ofyou, If 
ever the 'like was read'or heard of in Scriprare, fo much ado abour 
humane Learning, co beat downtrath, and: t the free opera- 
rions ofthe Spirit in-Saints ; Did any ſeek to hitider Gods workings . 
in thisway ? Oh Sir, you want learning?, hnmane Arts #hd parts , 
Therefore. propheſy not; preach'inot nhteo'us :''1f: Old or New Te- 
ſtament, Law'or Vag Is Moſes or Chriſt hath done'the like; pray 
produce it ; If not, be aſhamed for of nk an pla agla Ton 
viſter of the Goſpel, arid'to\makuſe of futh an &| 


and its Owners, as never any in the world int de 
and Fyypr. yy PANE R 
 You'grant, That T7a7[lations are excel helpo zh yo! Mira Ale an 
emphaſis and fulneſs in the Qreginar pag the har in corny to 
- the glory of tw. © 

Anfw. Tts like thar 'is' the reafor vo are ſo-filled: [avid 1 
with this\ ontwardfulneſs., 'as thar the Original of all fu nefs,'the 
falneſs of the Spirit is ſcarce ever ſpoken of by you, asifahe Spitir 


of the Lord was not ſufficient for theſe things: n 4 
You complain, What wiſtrable raking malveningrof Texte have F 
come into the World for want of this Learning! .. 7 F 


Come Sir, Let is now's little conſider, who''zte chogrearſt/ 
wrackers, renters,andtearers of Scriptures; The teariied” umat | 
or the preaching Brethren, m E 
The” preaching ' brethren , they hold and fay; char fabaicn $-7 
through Grace, and that'without-any'rekitionto «rpualification 
or good in the creature, according to #/ay 55.1. Rom,qys”  / 
The Humabifts fay, no 3: bur there muſt be'ſome 'creaturequa 
cation, ſoine good in the creature before” the fonl.mmſty 
come to Chriſt: ET Eon 
Eu prechingbrethen hott and fy; th rharnone br h _ jeversare' _ 


_ tobe-baprtiz<d, becauſe there is neither p nor preſident for it, - © 
The-tumaniſts ſay, Tofants muſt, though no Scripture for it, and 
this is their praQtice. .. | PRs Tt Sy 
The preaching brethren ſay , That the Saints are the Church. of 
Chriſt, and that they dare not own any elſe to be members, if -rhey + . 
manifeſt the contrary, 1. Cor.1.12. becauſe they are the body of Chr, © 
chap.12-27.av4 compatt together, Epheſ.4.16, with carnal ones they can 


Bur che Humanilts ſay nay to this ;- They will turn the world into 


- > 
F'1 


_ 


Church, and make all Chriſtians, thus deluding them, thus form 

vp a monſtrous body for Chriſt, if he would accept of it : But. you 
might with derrer accepration preſent your Church ar the feetof 
the Pope then/ar the fer of Chriſt .': Thus owning a- communio- 

. withthem rather in their Eſtates, tythe Pigs, Geeſe and Eggs; the 
with their ſouls ,: for ſome. of you willeonfeſs, they are n6 Chriſtians 
but deluded-ones, for felf-ends, and. would: not own them, nor have 
any. fellowſhip with them, were ir: not for their bellies; their God is 

; their holly, anatheir glory will, be their ſhame, ES 
' The preaching brethren; they own:-none for Chriſtians but .thoſe 
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whoare convinced and-converted by the preaching of the Goſpel. 
. 'The;Humaniſts want he power. of the -Civil- Magiſtrate to con- 


re 


aye our gain, it colt us much the artaining ; therefore we 


EACNL p. rethren fay, That where the love of Chriſt is-en- 
a law ſufficient.co keep from(in and roconform to Chriſt. 
ſay, nay, ics a DoRrine ot liberty; and that its 
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 Lioguiſts. | ; Froli vin © 
\You-Query, How « wanted POWN FANAPECONES ES CT IPEUS 
Py b MX wing : To that end, you produce many? c WY £o 
beards jo beinterpreted. we $50 oh 
"IS "anſwer - : That the Spirir of [O's WHICH 19:thE OrigHt 

ruth, and dwelleth in the Saints,. is ſufficient, apc .gothyteact 

thoſe chings of: which the Humaniſts are ignorant," fab 
Cora) from the 12® to the end. You-conclide;* there 
of hn and Arts 'to- wnderſtand the Seriptore. 1 1 Thef 5:19. 
gnenc - that is, the Gifts; and yernorwithſt ag all 


* 6.2 
as I 


the Spi ries workings in pre mng W 
andhale rn non _ St 
ut Arvengerpretation mer; 

-Anſw, In deipiſin pheh 
\  Mence the boly4 
"Pp: thb-rangy haips rarer yr yout 
ſuch word in all the Scripture as Ghoſt? oo ©, 

. hee pen omg AR 5.251) as arty 

wool ag babe ion omors 426940! | 
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The eighth Argument. 
ie A u be Ordained, then every afro pes | 
Fs Orla Bt ol eR 1 
ſm. This is bur the Gbltanee- va har ou have ſaid a 
and'l have given 2 full Anſwer, unto' it ; 
word or two, to the tiofiſcnce of your Arg 
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"If no man might be; 
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manner of aiminiſtring br hor. the matter ; - the one waits upon it- 
as his office, the other Fry 7 OM 
Yoyintunce, 5 ha at if 4 yo 4-H Common. wealth none may intru deimto 
anothe rs call ut myſt frft ſerve an eApprentiſhip, then mitt leſs - 
mAy an ry int74 OOF the Mint ry \ Cc. Who ds not firſt ſerves ” The. 
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/ knew fe fore thar fp whe turn Preaching into an Arca O "©; $4) de 
that lo: ou might be the 'krue 2erchanrs of Babylon.  'An af 
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and ſhould they hide it there , and not Fong: it forth forthe 
Others ? 
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and not to that end for which, you earned Rhetoritians ignorancly 
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Fenome? is b. Toi Hive rad fok oat terms 

fot bebe: owning and profeſſing truth: 2. To call themenemiesro 

' Gods prace, where they hold ic forth inits paciry; 3. That they were 

rhe fiſt Tnventers 6f this practiſe, and that ro deſtroy the trach;when 

icwas the Lofd Jeſus, in, and by his ſervants, the Apoſtles didcom- 

mand its therefore"in your next, lay your blame where itis. Call 

 Cariſt, and his Apoltles,Socinians, Anabaptilts;&c, becauſe they both 

practiſed, and commanded that, for which you would hang, if you 
could,your Brethren that'pradtice the likes >! 

Believe it Sir, you had need be disburden'd of this Book, and your 
pretended Miniſtry too before you meer the: Lord Jetus, when he 
comes to Jai the Earth - I hls wil %, fant for nero ruoniine, that- 
would nod that I fpoulireig £42 00 br 00. art ſtu) then 
before me;Loke r9.For Sie iy Id ha hav you , thac.1n 1ubſtance, | 
voucalt Chriſt zkd his\&poſilesSoc mark = dap phi tjAcatinians; 8c. 

nd enemies to Truth ; for t they 1 bp hs | Ioventer of this 
9s ro Ano ” mark opp 2,1. Cor. 
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roach, perſecute the trac Diſciples everafrerz & yet are youthe Apo- 
les ſucceſſors? or rather, are you-not-of the Baſtard brood'of Rome, 
hes name is changed, bac not the nature? 'But co your Minor + 
\- Where are the Saints calfed-private- perfons in Scripture j or 
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The fifteenth Argument, 
That way which breeds Diſorder, Erronr, and Confuſion, 25 not the | 


% 4 


way of God, but toleration of private perſons out of Office, to Expound 
Anſw. 1, The Major, you ſay, :s clear; therefore to your Minor : 

T he toleration of ſuch wncalle oranted ; 
but chis doth nothinger the x 

ix. your ſelves thatchavy. bye r.acid Cobfuſon in this 
Nation, *cis proved by wotnle we =: 
Blood ; and youit is that: 

deavour to kindle a fireinitt 


and Interpret Scripture in publike, 1s a way that breeds Errour and 
rhe preaching of Gilte - Whoare 
You it is that have ſhir 
bring in ſuch ignorance, darkneſs, and-erfour: 
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Confuſion, Ergo, *T is not of God. , 2a 
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called to exerciſe theit Gifts; | its che uncall'd Preachers, 
on: ard you itis inal 
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And 2. If ſome do 
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The ſixteenth Argument. 


If the C burch be Gods Houſe ard Family, then no man may preſume 
to exerciſe any Fanttion there, Without a Call from God, but the Church 
is Gods Houſe ; andthat God ſhould appoint Officers and Order in bis 
own Houſe, is but reaſon. 

Granted;bur this is the order of Gods Houſe, That all his Children 
ſhould communicare each to other, according to the Gifr, as I have 
already proved ; and its the order of the Devils houle to deſtroy this 
order of the Lords. 7er.11.21. 


The ſeventecneth Argument, from the Riſe of it, 


That Which ſprings from pride, and ſelf. conceitedneſs, cannot be good, 
but this hind of Preaching ſprings from. pride, and ſelf- conceitedueſ;, 
Ergo, It cannot be g 

The Major is granted 5 that the Minor is rue, You ſay you judge 
by the'r a&tions ; youJjudgeoF rings by eirftreams, and trees by 

their fruit. Eut-are gnorant, bold, and impudent, as to 
judge of Saints for doing thi ye tits their daty to Preach, and 
Progh: beep m4 Jun mili y and Obedience they aQ in ir; not ta- 
Of 2erci Gift as the havereccived; ; baving 


ag that low hw pride,and ſelf. concei- 

ould preach,and none elſe : we hinder none from 

che 7x 6 . your ſelves it is who uſurp the Office, 
ar: Y gilth —_ never called to itby God 
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to rule; chat is the reaſon ſo many of the honeſt R Parry b have left oa 
becauſe of your drineſs and emprineſs; and that is the reaſon you 
are ſo much troubled for want of the ruling, ſcrarching, perſecu- 
ting power z but your preaching Brechren deſire not to rule, unleſs 
over their corcuptions ; ndr to ſcratch, unleſs they could, by the 
power of Truth {cratch away your Jgnorance,Envy and Pride againſt 
the Lord, and his Truth, &c. its the irregular uſing of Gifts, which - 
yh y_ og ben ons mcans Rm all, _COI. their own ; + this 
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The Bhs Arne 


if Chriſt at bu Aſcenſion, gave only ove to be Paſtors and Fins 
then all Gifted men may not Tedch , but Chriſt at hs Aſcenſian gave 
only ſome to be Paſtors and Teachers, Epheſ.' 4. 11, 1 Cor. I2, 
28, 29. 
eMvuſ. If a gifted Brother ould have brought forth ſuch a groſs 
and palpable rh, you would have thought it had been for-want 
of learning ; the very Scriprures you produce to prove it being fo 
evident againſt you : your falſhood [tech in the words only Paſbors 
_ Teachers ; lee the Scriptures, God hath ſet ſome in his Church, 
«Apoſtles, 2. Prophets, 3. T rocker, &c. how dare you be ſo bold - 
| 4 ;t0 lay only Paſtors,@c ? _— 
x. Apoſtles, Thac is, men ſent for the gatheri i of the Saints. 
2, Prophets, That is,Gilted brechren,Pro phi ſying according to the 


meaſure of Faith, Pt Mens 
And 3. Out of theſe Big hets, /Iretaken "uns gud Trackers . 
Thus bricfly che falagy of ,your-4 Arg " F 


no Prophet. Paſtor n« 
= ift is for all, / will jou mah pon 


T hat Which hath neither precept, mor preſident, ts * : he 7 commanded, 
nor commended in the Word of God, wot be tolerat 
of God. 

But this kinde of Preaching by Gifid Ben, bath neither pre- 
cept nor preſident in all the Word f God, Ergo, it may not be tolerated 
inthe Church of God. | 

You conclude, T his new found O flicer, P gifted Preacher out X office, 
55 not to be found inthe Bible. 1 have already proved this truth, thatic 
ma and commended ; there is boyh' Precept and Preſi- 
GENT, ; 
I. Precept, T' hey ſhall declare the glorious majeſty of thy K ingdons . 
to the ſons of men, Plal.145, 11, 12, es every = bath SYreneR jo let Op 

them adminifter. Commended, -1 Cor. 1445;,6, * ___ .-4 
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New Teſtament, the ſcattered brethren, 44 8. and Paxl, As 9.20; 
ſtraight way he Preached ; he never looked for 3n office, as you 


dream; ard the truth is, 1 can ſcarce imagine that you are ſo igno- | 


rant of this truth as you ſeem to be ; but char others might reſt chem- 
ſclves quiet and ſatisfied in what you fay, Let your ignorance inpre- 
ſenting {uch groſs untrue concluſions, that this Preacher is not to 


| be found in the Bible, be recanted, and repented of for ſhame. 


The twentieth Argument, From the praQtice of 
all Reformed Churches. 


T hat Which is condemned in all the Churches ef God, and is con- 


 frary to their praftice, ought not to be tolerated in our Charch : but 


this pratlice of private mens Preaching without a Call, is condemned 
by all the Churches of God, and is contrary to their praftice. Ergo. 

As for the Major, and the- Minor, your Churches and your old 
Divines are no rule for me to walk by ; nor to any others who have 
their eyes.in their heads, no further then they follow Chriſt, the Spi- 


% 


The Spirit in the Scriptore is the.rule of Saints 3 and. this 
I am ure , the cuſtom of the Churches in rhe Scripture. is con- 
trary to your cuſtoms : theircuſtom was, That Preaching brethren 
ſhould both Preach, ad Propheſie, 1 Cor. 14.31. And for thoſe who 
will be contentious apainſt rhis trarh,there was, nor is »o /uch cuftons 
in the Churches of the Lord: therefore keep the example of your 
Churches and Diyines co your ſelf, who walk not according to the 
rule ; if any man walk fot according to this rule, icis becauſe there i; 
no light in him, Iſai. 8,20, 5, 

Thus have I briefly run through your P#/pit- Guard, and doubt not 
but that IT have Routed you in all your 7 Werty Strong Hells ; that 
naw the way being opened again, the Gifted brethren may come in 


to your Pulpit wichour (in or ſhame. | 


As for your Indiment againſt the Lay-Propher, as you call him, 


it is ſo ridiculous, fo poor and low, not being accompanyed with 
common reaſon : the Jury you pretend to call, are your Witneſſes, 
the evidence youcall it, 

You have loſt your ſelf in the very form ; no wonder if you are 


loſt in the matter : you forſake the Scripture, and flie to Apoſtati- 
rches; or rather to thoſe who call themſelves Churches, Jews, | 
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and are not; but we have examined them, and found then lyars ; 
you calling old Divines men of the ſame Principle with your Church; \ 
I wonder you lefc out your Mother Church of Rome, ſhe could have | 
| ſpoken as much in the caſe as both yoo and they all have done. 'You'! 
produce Ordinanees, Scots Covenant, 8c. and why not the Spaniſh 
Inquiſition too? Seeing you are upon this account, you might have | 
raked to the bottom, and have brought in all the forces of the King: 
of Darkneſs fo this great day of Tryal : Bur'Sir,your Judge, Jurates,' } | 
Evidence, and all are roo low and weak to amaze or amule your: } 
preaching Brethren: Jr ſeems you have conſidered, and wiſely | 
brought in the Councel of Trext, for one in your third Edition ; and | 
that, though laſt in name, yer ſuppoſe firſt in being, and father to 
all the reſt of your Jurates witneſſes. vs . Shs 
And here, before I paſs, becauſe you begin to Judge, T ſhall let 
you ſee, nor mine, but the Scriptures jadgment upon the falſe Pro- 
phets of the Nations, who propheſie lyes in the name of the Lord, - 
ſmiring others in the face, ſaying, Which way went the Spirit of God * 
from me to thee ? of we Las ES 
The Judge is Chriſt himſelf, who is not only both Lord, 7#dge, and - 
King of Saints, Tſai.33.22, bur of the world too, 7/a.99:1. . 
The falſe Prophets of the Nation thar ſer- themſelves agaiolt the 
Lord, and his Anainted, is the Prifaner'to be tryed. * 
The Witnefles are, 1. The Scriptures;rhe Old and New Teſtament ; 
2. Reformed Churches, who walk ſuitable unto the' Scripture 
3. Deladed Souls : 4. Publike peace, and weal of Nations: - 4 
Fudge Cryer, Call the Priſoner to the Bar. © No 
(yer. Falſe Propher, come forth, hold upthy hand, hear tby In- L 
ditment : Thoy art here IndiQted by the name of Falſe Prophet or | 
Miniſtry,that haſt a long time ſtood up, and propheſied lyes unto the | .) 
Nations in my name, under what title, or term ſoever thou haſt | + 
been diſtinguiſhed, whether Cardinal, Prelare, Jeſuir, Presbyter, cr, 4 
Prieſt, thy name is Falſe Prophet in deed and truth ; thou art here |S ' 
accuſed for high Crimes againſt the Lord,and his People ; againſt the} 
peace of Nations &c. | i 
7adge. Art thou guilty, or.not ? | 
AnſW. Not guilty. | | 1 
7uag. Call the Evidence: 1. Scriptures, come-in; what ſay you} 
againſt the Pcifoner at the Bar ? He is here- Indicted by the name off. 
Falſe Prophet, and thou art calfed to ſpeak thy knowledge of him ;\ 
Lot nat A; : Rs 1 nr _ 2 > 208 cr pt; 7 "Et 
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| © Scripture.Yea, my Lord, I know him by that name long ſince 
| Rev.16.13. & 19.20. who hath deceived them who dwell on earth; and 
' my Lord,l have many things to ſay againſt this Prophet,alchough he 
hath face a long time as quees, thinking that he ſhall ſee no ſorrow, and 
bath made uſe of me to confirm him in_his wayes , and to eſtabliſh 
che men of the Earth ſo much the more firm in theſe deluſions ; 
therefore I can ſpeak the more experimentally of him : Firſt, al- 
though its written in me, that thy people are a ſelefted, ſevered 
people from the World, to worſhip thee in Spirit and Truth ; aad that 
che wicked have nothing to do to takg thy name in their month, while 
they hate to be reformed ; yet this falſe and lying Prophet hath delu- 
ded ſouls all along, many hundred of years ; forming them up with 
the aur-fide of a profeſſion, without the truth and power; made 
them Chriſtians, though deluded ones, before they knew thee,or ever 
heard of thee; Iruth and plain-dealing in this kinde, he hath ever 
been inveterate againſt: And I have done my part,my Lord,co inform 
him of his error, but he would not believe me , but give me the lye, 
wrelſt my words at his pleaſure for his own ends;he hath likewiſe been 
an enemy tothe peace of thy people,ofthy family,becauſe they could 
not joyn with him in his Babyloniſh Worſhips, and ſay Amer to his 
deceits ; He hath: alwayes ill requited thy Servants, and hath abuſed 
my Sayings for that end; and Nadine I have informed 
him, that its only by chy Spirit men come co the knowledge of the 
myſtery of thy will ; yer he bath always oppoſed this truth, looking. 
after it in the botroms/eſs Pit of his own tnventions. In a word, my 
Lord, he hath been» a Traytor to thy Crown and Dignity, pretend- 
ing adeſire that thou ſhouldeſtReign;bur that which he looked after, 
was, to reign himſelf, abuſing me and my Sayings 1/4. 9.6.7. toexalt 
himſelf: So, fitting in thy (eat, exalting bimſelf above thee, over the 
_ conſcience of thy people. And io in deed and truth, what ever his 
pretence-is, He is the falſe Prophet,the eLntichri/?, that was to come 
into the-world : This ſhall ſuffice at preſent, my Lord,though I could 
ſay much more, if time would permit ; but I (hall give way ta the 
other Witneſſes. 
Zudge. Call in another Witneſs. 
Chriſtian Churches and Saints,come in, give your Evidence againſt 
} the Priſoner at the Bar; who is arraigned by the name of Falſe Pro- 
bet. * — . 
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know him by woful experi-:ce. Its true, my Lord, he hath paſt un 
der the name of thy Miniſtry in Office, but he bath been far from 
the nature of thy Miniſtry , which is meek,  peaceable, and loving, 
longing to convert ſouls unto thee; and whatever his pretence hack 
been,oris, he hath been & is a deadly Enemy to us,thy Diſciples and - 
Followers; and hath been ſwoln with the enmity againſt. the Seed 
of the Woman ; no ſooner could we receive any of thy truth, but he 
fell a quarrelling with us, and inventing reproachful nick: names for 
us, that ſo he might make us appear odious before the world, his de- 
laded Church; it we come to ſee into the freeneſs and fulneſs of thy 
gIracc, in juſtifying nners, and ſaving of ſouls, without any relation to 
any thing dove by us; he immediately endeavors, to reproach us 
with the od10us name of Libertine ; if we come to ſee into the Law 
of the Goſpel, which is a Law of love, and that Chriſt is the 7#dge, 
King,and Law-grver to the Saints,& that we haye all che Lawin him, 
from him, for righteouſneſs and for Rule, he then called us Antimo- 
1ians;if we ſeparated from the world in their Babyloniſh wayes,and 
worſhips, according to thy-willand command, he then branded us 
for Separatiſts ; if we praQtifed Baptiſm according to thy written 
Word, he then called us Azabaptiſts; if we held forth, that the 
power of thy 12w of love ſhed abroad in the hearts of thy people, 
and written in thy Scripture, was. ſufficient ro keepthem from (in, - 
and to carry them on in away of holy walking with thee, and. | 
that thou accepteſt of no obedience. but that which flows from this 
principle of love, then he called us the Family of Lowe; as if that had 
been reproach enough to be of that Family ; And divers other falſe 
Titles and Terms hath he reproached us withall. He hath been a 
man of as beaſtly language againſt thy Truth and Saints as ever 
breathed on the Earth. Beſides, we could ho-ſooner come ont from 
the worlds ways and Worſhips,congregating our ſelves together ac- 
cording to thy will, edifying each other in love, defiring to relie on 
none bur thy ſelf , but he caſts out floods of reproach and perſecu--. 
tion after us, calling us Independents, &c, And further, he hath been | ; 
an. Enemy to the free op:ration of thy Spirit in thy Saints, thinking 
to limit thee to himſelt, whereas in truth, he knew thee not; and: 
ſuch hath been his boldneſs, that be hath adventured to arraign all 
my gifted Members, that ſo he might (lence them for ever ; and fo 
continue me the reproach and ſcorn of himielt and the World. In 
a wead, my Lord, to coticlude, he it is, thac hath been the cauſe of 
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56 :-* - The Pulpit-Guard Ronted. 
perſecution unto us in all Ages, ſtirring up the Civil Magiſtrate to 
imprifon, burn, baniſh hang us,&c. all for thy truth and fake. In him 
and amongſtthem, thou ſhalt finde the blood of Saints and Martyrs 
beheaded for thy Teſtimony ; and to thee ir is they addreſs them - 
ſelves, crying , HoW long Lord, hoW long will it be ere thou avenge 
ozr blood on them that dwell on the Earth. 

Judge: Callin another Witnefs, Deluded Souls, come in, give 
your Evidence againſt the Priſoner at the Barr ; what ſay you ? ;do 
yon know the man ? his name is Falſe Prophet. 

Del. Souls. Yea my Lord, We know him by wofull experience, 

but his name then was Tr#e Miniſtry, ſometime Papal, ſometime 
Prelatical, ſometime Presbyterian : but We have found by wofull 
experience that he nicknamed himſelf, and was not the man he pro» 
felled himſelf to be; for my Lord, he it is that inſtrumentally hath 
d:luded us with forms, and cuſtomes, and traditions, bearing us in 
hand, that we were Chriſtians, when there was no ſuch thing. Some- 
times he would tell us that thoſe who were Chriſtians, muſt do thus 
and thus; yet would ſtill make us a Church, give us Ocdinances,whea 
alaſs for the moſt part we knew not what.a Church was; nor the uſe 
and end of Ordinances. And my Lord, fach was our ignorauce, that 
this pleaſed us. The Prophets prophefiedlyes, and we delighted in it. 

"But miſerable is the end; And my Lord, fuch was che falſneſs and de- 
ceit of this Prophet, that if any of the ſervants of truth came amongſt 
us, and indeavored to fright us by the power of truth, out of our de- 
luſtons and formalities ; this lying Prophet would preſently cry out 
againſt them, bid us beware of them, They Were Wolves in ſbeefs 
cloathing &c.' and have prevented us often from hearkning after and 
imbracing truth; when our conſciences ofc-times hath convinced us, 

. they by their lying againſt the truth have prevented us; and we have 
_ now found it by ſad experience, that he is indeed the falſe Propher, 
the Woolf that comes in ſheeps cloathing : And cherefore, my Lord, 
that which we deſire, is, Juſtice againſt him, as the grand ring-leader 
of fouls, in a way of falſhood, deluſion,and confuſion. &c. 5 

7udge, Is there yet another Witneſs ? if ſo, call lim in, 

Publick Peace and weale of Nations, come in, give Evidence 
againſt the Priſoner at the Bar ; he is here arraigned by the name of 
Falſe Prophet, Doſt thou know him ? halt thou any thing to ſay a- 

' gainſt him ? : Ps ”” 

Peace, Yez, my Lord, I know him very well likewiſe byfad ex- | 
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rience 3 he hath -prerer £ $-thie; 
oſpel, and upon that gecoont. hath; prevailed che mare-in.doing 
miſchif + He hath prevailed: not port. pon the cool cexof 
vulgar ſort of people, bur of the: Civil Magiſtrate g! gerti 
power for to- accompliſh hig own-eads and defigns: Under Papac) 
ſending forth his Emiſſaries, Jeſnges, Ace, 40 v9 )0n-the cor 
ences of his deluded Followers; perſwadingthai itorio 
work to murder Magiſtrates, or any th ec 
they" might lawfully underſtake any praftice, blow-up-Parliawencs,} - 
ruin Nations, foment Wars, &c. and. ai for 7d Vw -of. Og wn! 
wicked 1cligog and fihce his name hath been changed to Epiſcopal, 
Presbyterian, and Reformed Church and Clergy ; yet my Lord, he is 
ſtill the ſame man as formerly, as proud, coyetous, and contentious'as 
ever, ſtirring up and fomenting diviſions, War and blogd, nor wil- 
lingly permitting thy peaceable people to have a being, their Pul4 
pits being their army 5 for that-end , ſowing: ſtrife and diviſions- 
amongſt the people, ſtirring up and enraging the vulgar ſort to the 
breach of peace, and trouble of thy Saints. They it were ws] preachr 
the Nation into a War at firſt. for their own ends. and i ;and - 
when but an appearance that they « 'rheir expes 
they turn round again to another Intereſi and Dment another 
kindling a fire in Scotland and other; parts, that. > they. 
| up England, and all under the pretence of holineſs, faſting N 
_ contributions pretended for the Poors that fo they mi 
ply of money.co uſher in an Enemy in.my bowels co delte 
nying obedience ro the Civil Ma Fen hg and faithfuln 
Commonweath : and the, truth is, my. Lord, 1 am at 2 om doe 
know not what to do, I am never like to give thar to the people that. 
they ſo earneſtly long for (v4. ) peace and quiet, lo ong as this | Ge. 
neration of. men reign thus in, che world, and in: che conſciences of 


men; and therefore: my Lord, that which 4 defire,is. Juſti 
againſt this perfidions, t trayterous, and troubleſome creature. * 
Z=age. Here hath been enough faid ; Priſoner,whar ſayſt thoufo, 

thy ſelf ?chou haſt been here arraigned by. FREIE of Falſe Prophet 
and thou haſt heard thy witneſs ; whar plea haſt chou for iby fol. 
that ſentence ſhould not be given againſt thee ? ' 

Priſoner, My Lord, they bave much wronged me, and miſtaken 
ketpoors bag name is not Falſe Prophet, as they pretend ; | q" 6 2 
| jo _—y the ay 0 (Ghouhr, And'4 as s forth cir accu- 
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ns, they are miſtaken Sir ; irs the Anabapriſts, Independents, Se; 
CO are the diſtyrbers ofthe peace, and enemies to thy 
rrat .&Cc. : - 8, 7 | | 
: Judge. If this be all thou haſt co ſay for 7 Oak I muſt proceed 
to Fadgement;; therefore prepare-to' hear thiy-Sentence ; for the 
truth is,that althoagh'Þ have with patience heard theſeWirneſles, and 
thy plea likewiſe, yet'I ama /Wirneſs my ſelf xs well as thy Judge; 
and 1 know their witneſs is truth + for 1 judge ner after the hearing. 
of the ear, nor the ſeeing. of the eye, but with righteouſneſs will I judge, 
that I may ſave the meek of the Earth, Way 11. 3.4 1Will come near 
in judgement, and Will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the Sorcerers, and a- 
gajnſt the adutterers,&c. Mal. 3, 5. eAndalthough I have a long time 
been ſilent and refrained my [elf, and let thee alone in thine evil and 
pernicioms wayes, yet now will | cry like a travelling Woman, 1 Will de« 
and devory at once, Iſay 42.14. I will make waſt monntaines and 
Hills;and ary up all their herbs, and bring the blind by a Way they know 
wor; but who are blind 2s my Meſſenger > Thou Falſe Prophet that 
pretendeſt thy ſelf tro be my Meſſenger and Miniſter, yer moſt blind 
of all. #hoblind as thee ? pretending to open the eye, and ſeeft-not thy _ 
felf; opening the ear, but heareſt not thy ſelf, verl. 19. z0. Therefore 
firſt,' thatthou mayſt yet know there # mercy With we for the worſt of 
finners, that 1 may be feared, I advertife thee to kiſs the Son leaſt be 
angry; if his wrath be kindled bat a little, Oh bleſſed are they then 
that eruf6 im him, Pſa). 2: Be not. obſtinate againſt my truth and - 
ſervants any longer, reſolve not to break my bonds and cords of love 
grace any longer : If thou hear and obey, there is yer the k:/s of 
Hove for thee ; bur if thou be (till rebellious, and perfilt in thine ob. . 
ſtinacy , my Sentence is, that thou with that Beaſt before whom 
rhoa haſt wrovght miracles,and deceived them that dwell on the Earth, 
ſhall be taken both alive, and caſt into the Lake of fire burning With 
brimſtone,Rev.ig.2o, * - es a 


- Now you. ſay: You proceed to Anſwer all che Cavils, Scruples, 
and Arguments, which are brought in defence of Lay: Preachers, 
in which 1ſhall trace you, and finde you too light. 


—_ 
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Gen.18. 19. The Lord commends Abraham for reaching his Family 
Ergo, private perſons _ be preachers. 

You ſay, Thi was a long Cutlers Argament, and that.its like theiy- 
Logick,, &c, But believe it, its an Argument that hath more weighe | 
and perpecuity init then your long Gownes, although this is not an 
Argument much made uſe on for this purpoſe ; therefore I ſhall ſay 
the leſs to it in this place, only give a hint or two, that the weakneſs 
of your concluſions may appear. - | 


I. Yu fay, That Was his Family ; and its one thing for a man to in- { 


ftrutt and teach hus Family, and another thing to preach. 


| 


© Bnr tay alittle Sir 2 is ic lawfall for a man to teach his Family, and } 
is it unlawfull for him to teach others ? May he not teach the ſame t0- | 


others as he teacheth his Family ?- Is it unlawful for him ro teach | 
the way of God to others? Was there ever the like heard of in this | 


world, Its lawfull for a preaching brotherto j reach and reach the { 


way of God to his Family, but tot t& others? for Preaching isbar a 
ſpeech, or ſpeaking of words ; and this I muſt do to my Family;or 

© thingart all; and thisI may doit ſeems, biit'tior ro pthers ; rhe reaſon 
rendred is, becauſe God commanded i it; but it feems if God FT ro 


mily.too : as if the law of Grate did hot teach ro do | goodto 

Soul as well as Body, others as well as Family : but its ev bob hers - 
is a time when every man ſhall reach not only his Family,bat his bro» 
ther, and his neighbour roo, ſaying; Know the Lord, ha is, reach the 
knowledge of the Lord, Fer. 31.34. which was, or isa condition pre- - 


ceding aglory that was-to- be/ revealed. Now Sir; if you and your” - 


Churches do all kzow the Lord from the leaft to the greateſt,and have no 
need of teaching, let us know it when you come foith next-in publike; 

bur if not, be aſhamed and ſilent for ever, thus-to mince and wreft 
Scripture toyour own ends. Fortill then they ſhall teach everyman 
his brother in the-conſticuted Churches, for belieyers are all brethren; 

and every mai. his neighbonr; ſo-much is clearly implyed in the Scri- | 
prure, And thou ſhalt wy ſuffer rhy brother to fin, but ſhalt reprove 

him, and tell him biz fault. &c. And corpfort one another with the ſame. 
__ with Which you your ſelves have been ferred, 2 AG 15s s 

7. You fy, fir begramed, that Abraham dd preach pubtikghy- 
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e, becauſe he Was a Patriarch, and a Pro-. 

phet, Gen. 2.7.which Title & never given to any one in all the Scripture, 

but only to one in office. HRS; 
You are miſtakenmuch in this likewiſe -' For firſt, I ſay,Propheſie 


is not an office, bur a giſt; ſo ir was inthe old, ſo in the new Teſta- 
. ment, They propheſied according to the meaſure of the gift received, and 


no further : and I fay, that the Name or Title of office or officer is 


.nor given to a Prophet in all the Scripture, becauſe 'ic is a gift, and 


not an office. 

Rerce I conclude (contrary to yours) that as. propheſie.is a gift, 
and eAbraham and the reſt of the Prophers did prophelic according 
to the meaſure of the gift received, both in the old and new Teſtament; 
So may every Nayler, Taylor, Artificer,having received the ſame $Spi- 
ri, according to their meaſure, prophelie and preach forth the crurhs 
of God for the.good of others. x > 2 : | 

Ific be objeRted, That prophe/ying was an extraordinary gift and that 


Spirit given but to few, 


_ 1 anſwer, In the time-of the Law it was ſo, but in the Goſpel dayes 
it isnot ſo; propheſying inthe Goſpel, it is to Feak to edification,ex- 
hortation, and comfort, 1 Cor..14. 3. which is propet to all the bre- 
cthren, as in the ſame Chapter, none exempted bur women, ver. 34. 
and oy may propheſie tao, though not in the Church, or art leaſt by 
permiſhon of the Church, 1 Cor. t 1.5. all men chathave the gift, may 
reach in the Church, i Tim.2, 12. its implyed by the womans prohibi- 
tion ; the teſtimony of 7 eſus z the Fþirit of propheſie, and this is given 
to the brethren, Rev.1g. 10. and he that can ſpeak experimentally of 
the work of Chriſt for him, in him, and reftific his worth and work to. 
others, is a Prophet, and may, nay ought to declare this Jeſus ro 


_ others ; eyery ſpiritual! man is a Prophet, but che.Saincs are all ſpis, | 


ritual, therefore all Prophets. 1 Cor, 14, 37. If any be ignorant of 
chis,ler him be ignorant. wWherefere,my brethren covet to propheſie &C, 


_ ver. 38, 39. 


The ſecond ObjeRion. . 


From Numb.11. 25. to 30, Eldad and Medad prophefied, and Moſes 
wiſheth that all the Loras people were Prophets, Exgo, All that have 
gifts, may propheſie and preach. : 
lnanſwerts this, ficlt For ſay, T hat this Was an extraordinary ſpirit , 
rophefre, Grant ic to be lo, yer the ſpirit of propheſie in the Goſ- 
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pel is ordinary and proper to all the Saintszics poured ont upon them 
all, and accordingly they mayprophelie. ..' 
2, The ſpirit of propheſic here ſpoken of, was a ſpirit of Govern- 
ment, as appears by the Context, yer. 16;17., you had done very well 
to have produced one Scripture in the Bible if you could, that faith 
the ſpirir of government is a ſpirit of propheſie ; Blindneſs with a 
witneſs .! Do you not'-know that Aſofes was a Prophet as well as 2 
Prince and Leader of the People > and that ſpiric of prophelie thar 
was-upon Moſes, was given likewiſe to the Severity. I make no que- 
ſtion but that they might be, and were the better enabled to goyern 
by this ſpirit; but the ſpirit of government is nowhere called the 
ſpirit of propheſie; then all good and wiſe Governours are Prophets, 
and when they conſvlt and talk about Goyerament, they do prophe- 
fie by this account, Theſe are a ſort of ProphetsI never heard or read | 
of in Scripture; its true, many.Governours were-Prophets, but nor 
as Governours, neither were they'Governours as they were Prophets. 
3. Moſes his wiſh was not thatall might preach , but that they 
might be able to rule, cþ that the . Lards people had a ſpurit of govern- 
ment, &c. It ſeems by your words that doſes would have all the 
people to be governours ; who then ſhould be Ronecrneh for if all 
had the ſpirit of propheſie, they mult make uſe of.it accordingly, 
they- muſt govern, &c.; but I. have told you already that there is a 
difference between propheſying and governing :. So that Aoſes de 
lire is, That all the Lords people were Prophets, and then. they might 
propheſie, if Prophets. He doth nor deſire ro have Prophets,.. and 
iarend to forbid them to propheſie; like the. Prieſts * he, Nation, + 
that pray that God would ſend Labourers into the Harveſt,and when 
they come, are mad at them, and would hang them if they could. You, 
ſay that his wiſh implies , that 'none might propheſie till they were += 
Prophets, and men in office. I ſay the contrary, it implies that nore . 
could propheſie untill they had the gifr, and then they might,and may 
prophelie ; bur your ſelves it is who propheſic or preach,ifT may dif- 
courſingly give it that term, without pifr or office either; as for oifr, 
you are enemies to.1t, unleſs Univerſicy gifts,the ſmoke of the pit,and.. 
19 what you do is by art ; make ir, and then ſell ic, this is yoor gift ; 
and as for office, I have cold you the riſc of that already, and from - 
whenceit came. You conclude, That to your apprehenſion it cannot -. 
hang together, becauſe Prophets in office might propheſie, that therefore © 
£45-men might propheſie. B cl fay, allthe Lords people are Kings, 
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Priefts and Prophets, and may Propheſic;&c. You ſay It will come nd 
nearer together then St Jermans Lips gwbich were nine mile aſunder *: Its 
like this was the Saint that ſwallowed the Ox you mentioned; but its 
ſtrange he could not ſwallaw bis tail too, his lips being at ſach a di- 
ſtance : Its like this Ferman was the great grandfather to- the Saint 
Perſons of England ; for they could never ſwallow fo much as they 
do, if their lips were not at a great diſtance each from other ; bat its 
like Sir, you do but tell a lye in jeſt ; his lips were not altogether ar 
ſuch a diſtance as you mention ;. if they were, he had a very great 
mouth its like, and abody futable to ir ; he could digeſt Oxen, Pigs, 
and Geeſe ; nothing comes amils,it ſeems, | 


" The third ObjeRion. 


From 2 Chron.17.7,8,9. 2 Chron. 19,to 11, & 29,25. Here ſaith 
Maſter Robinſon, are moſt pithy ard exellent Sermons of Jehoſophar, 
and Heztekiah, ec. beſides, he ſent his Princes to teach in the cities of 
Judah, &c. hence gifted perſons may preach, though not in office, 

Your anſwer: 1. Teaching 3s taken tYo wayes ; 

1. Largely for Fathers,&c. Maſters, &c. 

2: For a Paſtoral att; ſo nont but Prieſts,&c. might preach. 

e£Anſw. Though nor by way of Office, yet by way of Gift, they 
might,8c. Oh that Magiſtrates would promote the Miniſtry,cc. It 
ſeems you want promoting ; for ſo long yon wiltpromore the Ma- 
giſtrate, but be ſure no longer ; would bleſs onr temporals ; exalta- 
tion and promotion is that you long for, and the bleſſing of the 
Tithes, Bur Sir, its that we deſire, the incouraging of a faithful 
Miniſtry, which is the miniſtry of che ſpirit in the Saints, not a faith- 
teſs ſelf-ſeeking one. SO 

' 3. Princes ( ſay you) teach Efficienter, by canſing the Levits to do 
their duty ;, be fent Princes to ſee the people taught,c&c. but that is but 
your word ; the Text ſaith, He ſent Princes to teach the People ; you 
ſay, to ſee them - who (hall be believed, the Scripture, or your ſelf ? 
ſhould your Preaching brethren give fuch an Interpretation, you 
would fay, that through ignorance they wreſt the Scripture. 

Yon ſay, It is arule, that What Icommand my ſervant to do, I am 


ſaid to doit my ſelf. 


: Ard is this a perfeR rule?may not you do that your ſelf which you 
|  commandyourſervantto do? he that hath power to comm 
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lawfully 465harkimeif tide be wa 
lity co it. Fran ron  y ene > En; 


that which is not lawful for him co do himſelf,is finfuleicher Civil, 
or Divine affairs. 


Your reaſon ſtandeth good, hat 1 command mn nf rune wate'} 
e ſervant, 


am ſaid to do ws my ſelf i and if you doit-your' ſelf by your 
you-may do-it- your ſelf by your ſelf; if the fielt, then ſecond'is 
lawful. 

4: You anſwer, That ſuppoſe you grant that Princes 4d Preaeh, 


yet there is a vaſt difference between them, and our Gifted Bre. * 


thren. | 
1.T heſe were ſent to teach by the Magiſtrates Commandbut onr ] cho- 
faphats have prohibited our gifted brethrens Preaching. 
eAvyſw. 1. Thoſe prohibictons were bur the fruits of your own 
hands gaining upon the Parliament, inthe time' of their too high 
eſteem of you, an@believe-ir, for allthar I know, it may _—_ 
be'laid to-your account £00, and then I believe you will not bo 
of it, 
2. Our ehoſophats have of late rather incouraged the gifted Bre- 
thren-for to teachito the Feld ingood amet probibit,m 
3. Ifthe Magiſtrate eng earneſt prohibit, 19:ow Paxil 
weobey ? God; or Man? j {ie 
2: Theſe men Were Princes and fo men of choice Breeding, rare 
Abilities. © 
As if the Lord could not furniſh Tapdien &cc..to that: ants biz. 
muſt of neceffity be beholding ro choice Breeding, rare Abilities; &ci 
as if he-could ond as well furniſh a Fiſher-man,a ann 15-1 1erpiong 


ora Prieſt. 
3. Thefe had Levits to joyn Wir thews, Who were men inn Office 3 bett 
you ſcorn at Minifters,&c. bo 


No Sir, we ſcorn not at Miniſters, neirher own we Baals Pricfts, 
whoſe work is to-delade Souls ; there is never A circle Yowmenten: 
that is given you, but is truth, - 

Let ſuch know { ſay you) that (C viſt rake aubentoing dove to his 
Ambaſſadors, as done to hinsſelf. 

We own the Truth, but we own you not to be his Ambaſſadors, 


| bur ſuchasufurpie toyour ſelves; hence-ie i$that yon know ana ru Z 
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the end'; you wobld fain be Zevirs, but you are- but baſturd ones ; 
Ambaſſadors, buc- you are but ignorant ones, you know-not the 
| —_ 5 Shepherds, bat you fred wot the flock,, but kill: them that 
are fea, | w- _ 
4. eAamit they did Preach ; *tWas but once, and that in a time of 
Reformation,&c. om Rs. 
Was it lawfal for them to Preach once, and not a ſecond time ? if 


| once, then always lawful ; was it lawful in a time of Reformation, and 


not in atime of Deformation ? but it ſeems you would have no time 
lawful for your gifced Brethren, &c. | 


The Fourth ObjcRion. 


Frons 1 Sam.10,5,6. Saul and his ſ[arvants did Propheſie. 
T his (you lay) Was extraordinary, not of Office. ' 


True, it was 0« gift ; andall that have the ordinary gift, may Pro. 
phelic in an ordinary way, as is proved already,&c. 


The fifch ObjcAion. 


The example of Eliſhacalled from the Plough, 1 King.19.19. and 
Amos from the Stalls, Amos 7. 14, 15, 


LY 


Theſe (you lay) Were called extraordinarily 
Gifts;&s. + OE OE Ln 
| Anſw. Prophets now are called ordinarily, and ſhew it by their 
{Gifts too ; and comparatively to-your ſelves extraordinarily too ; 
{for theſe preaching Prophets, though Nailers , Taylors, &c. . yet 
'in Gifts, not Humane; but Divine, they (excel, and ſhame you 


, and ſbewedit by their 


'! Rabbies; they can Nail and Preach; Plough and Preach ; make 


{ Tents and Preach, if that be their Calling ; but irs your Trade,you can 

; do nough: elle that good is, nor that neither as ir ſhould be ; and 

| yet cry out againſt your gifted Brethren for Wart of Gifts ; when the 

 erach is, they have coo much Gifc for you, and are as lawfully called 
to exerciſe it, aS e Amos and Eliſha. | 


The ſixth ObjeRion, 
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Joel 2. 28. Where the Lord promſeth'in the Goſpel times to pour 


out 
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” 5 


bis ſpirit upon all fleſh, and their ſons and daughters ſpall Pro- 
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— Ir wary you) ptſerwed in th rſt mer extra 
[filled in the Ele, toWhom God gives bis Spivit abi 
ps: ths this difference ; formerly, voy had once dmary 
ſpirit, but noW ordinary. © by ITY 
 Tanſwer, then they could ropheſie'i inan extraordina 

and prophets now ordinary, ſti||ſurable to the gift; for youconfel 
the ſame ſpirit, only the gift differs ; be conte jed then, alehongh the 
Prophelie differs. 

1. You fay Theſe Words are a money. not a procept foo Lay- 
men. 

Andis not promiſe enough, and as much, nay more then precept 5 ? 
promiſe of aſſiſtance is more then precept withouc it. : 

2. You ſay, Becauſe the Lord promiſeth to bleſs his people, not only 
With Temporal, but $ piritual bleſſing Ergo, They nomſt proach, anduſe 
their gifts in publike. 

" And why in publike Sir? thought it was blike that troubled 
you ſo much ; when in private, then that troubled you ; but now'in 
publike, that troubles you; but what's the reaſon of ic ? I ſhall tell 

ou Sir. 
: x. Becauſe God hath given them more knowledge of the Truth, 
and greater Abilities then your-ſelves ; for this youenvie them ; and 
our pride it is which makes you cry out 0 Gift-; your own muſt 
4: gi ma no gift, but an Art; theirs no giſt, though no- Art, 
ut agife. 

'2, or they in the light of Truth diſcover your folly and falſe- 
hood in deceiving the people, therefore they, may not come in pub- 
like : Iſhallcell you a Story, and a true one too; One of the gifted. 
Brethren preaching, and it wasin publike roo,neer about the midft of _ 
the Ciy of Zond.and preaching-ſuch things as he knew were contrary 
to your Principles & PraRice;zwhen he had done,he asked the Parſon 
of the place if he had preached any untruth;if he judged that he had, 
| he had his liberty to reprove it: The Parſon anſwere ;That he confeſ- | 

fed it was truth, but it had been mare meet to have been preached in pri- 
vate, aud not in publike, eſp mel \ ſeeing there was (0 much liberty,@c. '-| 
So thatthe pablike prexching Trorb, Iperceive, is your grief, an 
burden;&c.” 27 | 
_ 3+ Youſlay, Becanſe the-Lord p promiſed cop bi hire n ti hnk. YI 
made; andrbey ome fore mamen (Where frbilds) = | 
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And where are women forbidden ?:women may. Propheſic now as: 
well'as then 3 they are forbidden to Propheſie in the Church, which is. 
not an abſolute forbidding ; . bur women may propheſie with their 
_hcads covered, 1 Cor.11. | . 

You tonclude, That 45 for thoſe promiſes, Jer. 31. 34 that the ſum. 
of all ts but this, T hat Gods People ſhall, by the Spirit, have. a more. 
full and clear underſtanding of Divine Myſteries, + 
- And (hall they know Divine Myſteries, and not declare them >. 

will you teach them to hide their Takent in che Earth, viz. within 
themſelves ? OS | | 

T hat there ſhall not need ſo mnch labour in teaching, &c.with ſo little 
fruit, for they ſhall all be taught of God. 

And what is the reaſon then that you muſt have ſo much teaching 
in your Congregations, and ſo lictle profit? - that there are ſo few 
that know the Lord, from their being taught of him, as your ſelves 
confeſs ? anevident demonſtration, that neither you, nor they, are 
the Miniſters of the Church of Chriſt; for he owns none to be his- 
Church, but ſuch as are :anght of bim,cc. 
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Allegations out of the New Teſtament, for. 
; Lay-preaching, Anſwered. 


The firſt Allegation.. 


Pim the Example of Chriſt , If he Diſputed 5» the Temple; and 
. Preached in the Synagogues Without a Call, then Lay-men that 
have Gifts may preach without a Call,&'c. Luk. 2.:42. 46. Mat:9.35. 
Luk.4. G,17«- ; gs | 
Your anſwer is : 1.7 hat all ( hrifts Attions are not for our 1mitation; 
he did many things Which we may not, Cannat dou We muſt walk by. 
Rale, &'c. for that which Was lawful in (hriſt todo, may be unlaWful 
I anſwer, That, thoſe things. in Chriſt, which were imitable, its 
lawful for usto do, if made partakers oi the ſame Spirit ; and thoſe - 
who are not,-arg none of his, Rom, 8,: And. where this Spirit: is in 
power, there are gifts according to the meaſure of its working ; and - 
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E rpas"suak They ſtill aRed according to the 
ceived, and accordingly 'they exhort others to dothe like ; and if 
there be not the ſame meaſure manifeſt in the Saints, yer ſill accor- 


ding to the meaſure of the ry =" Chriſt in them, they are to _ 
aith the Saints are nat to imitate + 


imirate and follow him; and he that 
Teſus Chriſt in-preaching and declaring his Truth and Goſpe), fo 
far as they have reccived from-him, doth both deny and be- 
lic him. | 

Secondly, You ſay, '7s true, Chriſt difputed,. &c. but [did not 
preach unto them ; d:ſputing ts one thing, and preaching t another. 

I anſwer : That diſputing and preaching though differivg in the 
manner and form, yet are one in the ſubſtance ; and do the' manner 
and form ſo much change the buſineſs ; . when the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance ? See A#, 9. 29. chap. 19. 17. . Where Paul diſpnted 4- 
mong the Grecians ,. and that in their -Synagogues and in the 
market daily With them that met him. See verſ. 18, what it 
was he diſputed about , he preached 1o- them Feſus and the Reſur- 
reftion, &c, Paul diſpnted with the devout perſons about their Tdolatry, 
axd preached the true God and gs Zeſus unto them ; and thus did 
Chriſt diſpute in the Temple, and preach to the Doltors, and that to 


their amazement to; I query the difference in ſubſtance, between 


ſpending an houres time in ſpeaking to a Congregation, or in ſpend- 
ing ſo much time_in asking queſtions and anſwering doubts; and thus. 
preſenting the fame cruth, though in another form, I ſuppoſe this 
_— be the moſt proficable way of preaching,ſometimes, if it were 
uſed. 

Thirdly, Chr;/, you ſay, was called extraordinarily,and ſent by the 
Father to preach glad tidings tothe meek,, Joh.20.21. Ep 

eAnſw. He that ſent Chriſt Jeſus extraordinarily, ſends the Lay- 
Prophets { as you deridingly call them) ordinarily; and accordi 


to their meaſnce, it is work their work to preach the glad tidings | 


of Feſus Chriſt. 


2, You ſay, The people took —iims for a Teacher ſent from God; for it | 
Was a faſvion among ft the Jews, that if any ine did come to their Ec* | _ 


meaſure of the gife re-. 
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cleſAſtical (viz. Church) meetings, who Was known to have ſome gift 
of underſtanding-'in the. holy Seripture\, &-c. They *would intreat + 
him to makg them partakers of it, for their common edification. 

L anſwer : It ſeems by your. own” confeſſion ,. that the Jews-and 
Jewiſh DoRors; Scribes and Phariſees and Hypocrites , ( for all give 


| conſent , none oppoſes ) had more honeſty, and lovero the truth 
Trand humility in them, then you Parſons of rhe Nation, who will ad- 


mit of no ſach faſhion; 'no gift nor lightſhall ſhine forth amongſt 
you, but that which ſhinesforth in and by you; and if that be dark- 


| neſs, how great is you darkaeſs, who will admit of 'no light but dark- 


neſs? therefore wo to you, worſe then Scribes and Phariſees, 8c. 
: 3. You ſay, The fame of Chriſt went out through all Regions, ec. 
uk. 4 14,15. 
And dothnot the fame of many of your preaching brethren both 
for life and dorine gofforth ? 8c. And is it not your work Prieſt- 
like, to defame and reproach them with lyes and ſcandals? witneſs 
your Looking- Glaſs for Anabaptiſts. | 
You ſay, Let Artificers and Lay-Prophets ſhew ſuch a hfe, ſuch 
doftrine , ſuch Miracles as' Chriſt ; you know no man that Will en« 

wy them. s 

I anſwer : You are miſtaken, you would envie them the more ; 
for it is their life and doArine. conformable to Chrilt, which is the 
cauſe why youenvie them; becanſe they are more free from covetouſ- 
neſs then your ſclvs,will not take Tythes,or a ſtinted allowance,more 
free from pride, will not exalt themſelves above the people, and fer 
themſelves in the room of Chriſt;more free from idleneſs, will not be 
aſhamed co follow their Cazings, and preach and diſpute forth truth 
too , more free from Ancichriſtianſm ; they . wjll- not, dare nor, 
make the: world the Church, and ignorant carnal ſouls Chriſtiavs; 
take the charge or cure of ſouls as you call it,/iz) of Pariſhes, fo de- 
luding them; but chuſe rather with Chriſt to go from place to place, 
preaching the DoErine of the Goſpel, for converſion of ignorant 
ſouls, not for toeſtabliſh them in their ignorance ; they preach Ju- 
Rification by Chriſt without any preceding creature qualification, 
and holineſs following as a frute of this faith, Now who comes 
neareſt in life and dorine unto Chriſt ? your ſelves or the preaching 
brethren ? and yet you envie them, for want of that which in your 
ſelves is very rarely to be found ; owt of thine oWn month ſhalt thou be 


' Tondenmed, &c. Doſt thou cnvie the Lay-Prophets for want of that 
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which thou haſt not thy ſelf > nay, for want of that which ſhines - 
forth more eminently in-them, then in your ſelves ? (viz.) life and 
doQrine ronformuble to Chrilt, &@ I CoCo 
4. Your Queſtion ſtill is ,  Phether Chriſt ke prublikely before 
he was thirty years of age, and before he Was baptized? &c. © _. 
Anſwer. You have heard that he diſputed before ; and that for - _ 
ſubſtance is one with preaching; and that he did it publikely in the "" 
Temple, &c. OT 5 es 
$5. Youlſay, If you grant thut it Was the pratti/e of the Jewiſh 
Chuch to admit of all, &c.yet this corrupt and irregular prattiſe, can be 
10 preſident for us, Py Fs 
I anſwer : You call that corrupt and irregular,Wwhich the Scriptures 
do hot ; nay, that which the Scripture juſtifies both by preſidenr and 
precept, as you have heard already, not only of Chriſt, bur of Sax/ 
immediately upon his converſion, Af, 9. 20. the ſcattered brethren, 
AF. 8.&c, 4 | 
Bur Sir, Its no wonder to hear you crying out ſo much upon irre- 
oulacity and diſorder of the orderly Chriſtians,and that for their or- 
der, when your ſelves walk at ſach a vaſte diſtance from all Scripture 


or ſpiritual order, | 


The ſecond Allegation. 


Secondly, They ulledge the Example of the Apoſtle , Mat. 10. 
1,5 6. | ; | 

This with your third and fourth Allegation, I ſhall paſs over in ſi- 
lence; judging them to be inventions of your own brain, rather 
then Allegations of your preaching brethren, Its true, ſomething 
might be ſaid, as to the ſecond and fourth. Bur Sir, we are not dri- 
ven to ſuch neceſſicy, as to preſs thoſe Arguments for confirmation 
of the Truth in hand. 

I ſhall therefore rather proceed to maintain thoſe which are more 
clear and full to the purpoſe. And as for.che chird,the examples of the 
Scribes and Phariſees your brethren in iniquity, we ue not they 
ro maintain the cauſe ; bur rather leave them to your ſelves, their- 
Scholars and Imitators in their evil ways. . _ 
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 Thefifth Allegation. 
AQ.8,4. They that were ſcattered abroad, went everywhere preach. 


ng the Word,&. Hence they gather that all that can may preach, e5-c. 


You ſeem to+ſcorn at this ſtrong hold, as if you could pull it 


down with eaſe; but ſoft you Sir, not ſo eaſily done as ſaid. 


You ſay, Firſt it cannot be proved that all theſe diſperſed, were pri. 
wvate men out of Office. Philip was oxe of theſe difÞerſed ones, who Was 
an Evangeliſt, verl. 5. Hence you conclude that they were not all private 
men, there were Apoſtles, Prophets, the ſeventy Diſciples, &c. they 
might be ſome of theſe, &c. | | 

i anſwer :- Friſt, That Philip is not called an Evangeliſt before this 
time of perſecution ; for he was one of the Deacons for the poor 
newly eleRed, chap.6.5. and Deacons you ſay may not preach, their 
Office is not to that end : yet Philip preaches not as a man in Of- 


fice, as an Evangeliſt, for that he was not , unleſs his preaching did 


Evangelize him, for he preached Chriſt untothem\ver/.5. That was 
the glad tidings of rewws/ſion of ſins by Jeſus Chriſt ; which is the in- 
tention ofthe word Eyangeliſt from Evangelion ; a Cryer or Pub. 
liſher of good news ; So that if he was now an Evangeliſt, it was 


his preaching and publiſhing of the Goſpel made him ſo. 


' And whereas you ſay, there were Apoſtles, Prophets,&c.1 ſay, and 
the Scripture ſaith, that the Apoſtles were at 7erw/alem not ſcattered, 
And as for Prophets and Evangeliſts, you read of none before this 
ſcattering time ; As for the ſeventy Diſciples, they were not men in 
office,their time was limited them,and therr miſſion ended at leaſt at 
the death of Chriſt ; for the twelve might not preach after that, by 
vertue of any former mifſion,but were to ſtay at Feruſalem(in the laſt 
miſſion) until they had received power from on high ; therefore if the 
Seventy were amongſt them, or any of the Seventy, that is nothing 
for your purpoſe, who indeavor to darken truth with words, that ſo 


et thirdly, Its ſaid, That all the Church Were ſcattered, &c. And 


ifyou will have Evangeliſts and giſt 12s which the Scripture men- 


tions not, and the Seventy, or part of them, which is nothing to your 
purpoſe ; yer were theſe all the Church ? was there not 3000 con 
verted at one Sermon ? At.3. and many more after, who walked 
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Prophets, &, -in your ſence? if ſome of the 


m- were ſuch; dare 


you affirm that they were all fach, the Scripture being ſo apparanely 
clear to the contrary, every circumſtance weighed ? Is not your owN 
Argument a 0» ſequitzr, becauſe there were 12 Apoſtles, and Phi/#p 


was afcerwards an Evangeliſt? and there were ſeyenty Diſciples once 
Comifſioned, which miſfion was ended at the death of Chriſt; che 
whole Church was fcattered,except thoſe Apoſtles,and none elſe you 
own ; therefore it might be Apoltles, chip nies &c, The Apoſtles 
nox ſcattered, . bur ſtill at Jern/alem ; no Prophets nor Evangeliſts 
we read of before this, the Seyenty non- Commiſſiotied ; a goodly 
Argument or Anſwer for thoſe who have no cys to fee, nor hearts to 


underſtand. - _ 
Secondly, The eLpoftles, you ſay, might give them Com- 
miſſions. : 


Anſwv, And they might nor give them Commiſſions. jYou men- 
tion A#.15.22, 23. becauſe the Apoſtles ſert 1Wo choſen mes of the 
Church to the Gentils upon ſpecial occaſion, therefore they might 

miſſion all theſe. | | ES 
Thisis one of your own Concluſions, and it looks like your ſelf; 
there is' but litcle Logick or Retorickin it: you raiſe an on, 


The T ext not doth [ay [o, and ſeem'to Anſwer it. Arguments dravon 


| from ſilent Authority conclude nathing. 


\ = 


And Sir, Your owni Argament it is, that-is drawn from filent Au- 
thority; they might miſſion them., the Scriptore is ſilent, your, Argu- 
ment concludes nothing; but indeed irs like all-che reſt; 'youinſtance- 
amongſt other Examples, elchifedech; we read of no Parents that be - 
had; it doth uot follow, ſay you, therefore that he had none, &c. - 

A learned and deep concluſion 1 Doth not the Scripture ſay,be Was 
without Father, without Mother ? ec, Heb.7.3, «©. _ 

Thirdly, You ſay , Did not the Lord give them commiſſion by i1ts- 
mediate Revelation? ec, | 
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is 


you to have preached, if perſecution had come. 

| 2... Lanſwer, Have not your preaching brethren preached in times 
of perſecution toofhave not there been many Sas/s that have breath- 
_ ed out threatnings againſt them and would not theſe prieſtly Pha- 
 riſces as gladly asever Santo Stevens , have conſented unto their 
death ? nay, have they nor ſought after ir, as E/authe blefling, with 
rears ? But yet bleſſed be him who'is in the buth, they cannot obtain 
_ their deſires, Yet of late daies have not many been impriſoned, the 
Churches ſcattered, &c. and then upon your own account, is it not a 

time for the brethren to preach, &c > 
Your ſecond Quere is, #here did they preach ?. You anſwer, Not at 
Pruſalens, a planted, [ettled, conſtituted Church, but among#t the Hea» 
% Thars, &c. Y ou ſay, That may be laWful in an unplanted Church, &'c. 

_ which is mterly unlawful in aplanted, conſtituted Church, &c. 

" Tanſwer, 1. That its undoubtedly lawfull in a conſtituted Charch ; 
for the Apoſtle faith , 1 Cor. 14. Te may all prophoſie one by one, 
that is,.in a conſtitated Church ; and God gives gifts ro men toprofit, 
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" Withatl, FS as Wis as. wn Fe d. chey.are. undoubted! 
none of the Churches of Chriſt , who deny. he free operation of the 
Spiric of. Cheiſtin the brethren ; hey are ſuch # as qui ih A 
and deſpiſe propheſying. "FP 

2. Tanſwer, That the publike preach of the brethre 
rion is not in conſtituted Churches of agof beg in 
Members, nor in Manners, in-Do&tine, Work! anyFoker ine, Þ 
of Antichriſt and the Devil; for his ſervants you are to Whoms you obey, 

' &c, therefore its lawful, and a fir time for them to preach for the ga- 
thering of the Saints our of Babylon.and Confuſion; and that upon 
your own account, its a greater work to gather ſouls: out of) your: de- 
lafions, then out of Heatheniſme and dowarighe Idolatry, 

In concluſion,you gather upgll in a parallel,in which I ſhall a lictle 
trace you too, that ſo you may in Love FO appear to the world, 

- The Para 

_ "Thoſe = rſed | 21.  Yaur Fn h- ob 07a your Relves de nei- | 
had bole heck = ordinary by the ſame [EE firies and men. wo 


gifts. pic. es 3 Fi; 
iS, .Thoſe had Ak 2, Dhcbinkten: A 5 Bur NS Gu 


mou GE vs 24; _ yo 
: | diate aby rhe Spiritz medi-.| > 
immediare _ 75 | ate by the Chagck jand +7 4© Bb W TR SEEN As S 


4 nbc Bae I 
3. Theſe: conyert- | 3. So the brethren con” 
ed many ſouls, ., |< dv | and. deJude with 


to The hand of the | 4; So the hand of che wy 
Lord was with cheim. Tonk bh the brethren, | 


- $4 Thoſepreached | 5."So do the brethich | ©'5. Buryouy tack 
MO So bo oo OG | 
the word of od. CN nn Ow lon, | ranch not Ka 
1+ yalneſs/and of love, ; | 
E Theſe preache# | 6. So do che brethreny '6. You ptrſtcuire/aud permit 
} of 
intime of perſecuri. | and of peace too, wy d NT 


ons 


7: Thoſe 7.Youn are enemjesto Chur- 
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[If oſe- ow-may now, notwithffan g your yain confidence, if- 
mercy enlighten you, ſee the weakneſs and invalidity of your Anſwers 
and Parallels, how far ſhort you'come of levelling the ſtrong hold ; 
its yet as ſtrong as ever ; Inow purſue you in the Rear, upon your | 
march unto the reſt. - 


The ſixth a Fort, and fo you will finde it ; boaſt not, ſcorn not. 


<Afts 13.14,15. Paxl and Barnabas coming into the Synagogue, 
the Rolers fent to chem, not as Apoſtles, bur as men having gifts, thar 
if they had any word of exhortarion, they ſhould fay on. 

You anſwer I. That Paul ard Barnabas Were men in office, &c. and 
had commiſſion to teach the Nations, &E.- 

E anſwer 1. "LE Prophets, as I have alrea - $ ape omar not men 
in office, but in gift ; and as for the Ayoltleſhip of Paw, he,owned 
' Knotin = tee. as from men, Gal. 1. Pp he preached before 
this in Chiap: T3, by way of gift;you dare nocdeny it;andthe Tepara- 
ting and ſending of them, was not that they were ever the more im- 
powered to any office, for they had been.-at the work before ; -bur 
the Lord ſaid, Separate me Stub and Birnabas to the Wark Whoroure'f 
havy appointed them, thatis, let then not abide in che Church, but go 
forth.to.the, work appointed for them, preach to the world where 
was molt need:y ſo that it was no new. work or office, but agoing on 
in rhe work of the ap 59 ry FOO of the TO IEND 144 not 2. m4an, 


J 


ers ine; 
aca 


fame Ft "buy andoodredy 'chey ai not know them to be men in 55 
for they were unl been ews and Gentiles,zealops it ſeems-of the 

and knew: not-what Goſpel-office meant;but rather inall places: . 
almoſt perſected the Era of the Lord,accounting them SeQaries 
like your ſelves; therefore they could not know'them.to be. 
' Tis 2:n08 ſequiner, that Mibelerert. men a of che 0 
ſhould know Go ſpel- officers, th at unbelievers ſhould hai they 
never fav before for Goſpeb officers: and' the Pad HS? is clears. 
for:they ſpeak unrtorhem'to.oxerciſe their gifts, not 2s men in office, 
b =. tm accounty but es ſem . n= ROInG Te me aud. 
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brethren, ec that i is, any of youn men ad brethren (tat Have any | 


word of exhortation-to the people, ſay on, &c.. 

3.. You lay, This.Was prati/ed incorrupt times Ch "that in.corrupt 
times it Was permitted for ſome out of order to preach, &c, as you. fay 
Apollonius confeſſeth, &£. . you conclude, that we are not to Follow 
Zewiſh corrupt cuſtoms, but to walk by rule, &c. 

I anſwer, firſt, I capnot but WIEN notice of your jgnorance, _ incall 
ing ſu an approved praiſe both in Law _ Goſpel, 


Jewil 6 ; if it had been ſo-indeed , | then no Propher might - 


have ſpoken.unto them, who propheſied by gift only 3 and forthe 
| moſt of them, they did no. miracle to cnvipee the peop le that they 
were extraordinarily ſent. « ., -- 

If ithad been a corcupt pradtiſe,. hows ſhould in your, order have 
perſecuted 7oby for want of miſſion 3 hadidno-minacle, yet Preach- 
ed a new doQrine of Repentance: and the ſcattered brethrea ſhould 
have. had .no admittance. ;,,.the.. cultata.(bonld have, enenecd 
them z asfor the-new TeRamenc, ji was -the cultome 
proved. already, for: gifred-beerhue: 
were.contentiqus, and den 
(burch of God.. 

2. Lanſwer, that you re. worle then thoſe. Jews, who. ql ought 
many, things the the truth,;yet-in.this they: xecained 
princip cs of honelly, willing co have the people infir Red; but 
are the men who do what LAI lyech to ſhut vp the- ingd. 
heaven from the people, &c. --. PE 

3. Ianſwer, you cry out. againſt thoſe approved. FA Riſe 
Jews, and continucd cuſtome inthe Chacches ofthe Goſpel, 
raption and confulion 3. but. you zake-up CUrrupk.00 rfuſec 
your ſelves, never mentioned either inT 


4. 


for currant with you ; but.cheuncorcupeed wayerol God, they-arc 
corrupted wayes with you-: arg-yqu.not of the number of thoſe he 
noe? ,go0d, ns phiogs al. ? Sie pay wy you _ to owe the 


The ſeventh a Tower; and iewilhn not ax fall. 


"3 


The example of Apollos, AR.18. 24-4 pre wan;cud makes 
the So nal diligently,&c -hecanſe hepreacbed Without a Gab, 
io ans TRI hi 44's «Cal; #las Ju: Saws 
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Tower, a firong Tower, ec. But tay Sir, reproach not, ſcorn not;- 
that is no anſwer to the Truth. You anſwer firſt, That this i an exame 
ple, but no precept, &e. And is not example enough to warrant the 
lawfulnes of the thing, that the like may be done ? Burt Sir, I cannor 
bur rake notice of your ſimplicity and contradifaory ſpirit, you con- 
tradi your own ſelf : For firſt, Tow [ay there 5s neither precepe no» 
prefident mthe Scriptmre, yet here you haye produced a preſident and 
exampleyour ſelf ; groſs miſtake ! But its juſt like all the reſt of your 
preaching, do and undo, contradi upon every occaſion. To clear 
your buſineſs, yon quzre firſt, 7/bo it was that preached ? Apollos. 
'S. What wat he ? » A Miniſter. How is that proved ? 1 Cor, 3.5. ho 
is Paul, who Apollos, but Miniſters, ee? | Eo 
' "F anſwerfirſt, irs true; he-was aMiniſter by way of gift, and ſo arc 
all the gifted brechren, nay-all believers are Miniſters; for a Miniſter 
is the ſervant of the Lord, and ſo-are all the Saints ; Ar every one hath 
received the gift, ſo let him miniſter ; and-upon this account was Apollo 
a Miniſter, and no other at thar time, neither_ can:you proye thathe 
' was any Other after : you-Ptoduee:t (#:3.5. which was a long time 
after hes preaching, and-that Scriprure doth-not preye him a'Mini- 
Ker in office, as you pretend neither : but a little to. diſcover: your 
jugling wich the Truth, as if you were blind,or did think others tobe 
as blind as your ſelf , you pretend to make mich for-your ſelf iti the 
firſt arid ſecond, That be 945-4 coadjutor With Puisl,' 86. But Sir, do 
you believe that he was ſo when he firſt preached '?- Nay Sir, its evi= 
dent the contrary; for he was a ſtranger, net only to Pani, bur to the 
reſt of the brethren, ver. 27. rn Ts TEE: 

2. He wasinſtruted bur only i» the bapti/mr of Fobn, and needed an 
Aquila and Priſcilla to teach him the:way of the Lord' more plainly. 
And was he-an ordained Minifter think you, and yet ignorant-of the 
way of rhe Lord, -and the doQrine of 'Chriſt, knowing bitthe bap- 
tiſm of Foþ»? who ordained him think you 2/ Away therefore with 

' your blind Sophiſtry ;\ you may aswell reaſon, - that beeauſeyoiare a 

m3n now, you were one an hundred years ago ; becauſe Apollos was 

a. Miniſter, and might be ſo in office, 1 Cor. 3. 5. therefore he was ſo 

beforc he was known of the brethren, or knew the way of the Lord, 

' orthe baptiſm of Chriſt, only the baptiſm of 7ohr ; a likely concluſi- 
on 1 &c./ EE KG | = 


f ' 3; *You'ask, What.were the gifts of this Miniſter > &'c. 1, Ay ehs- 
| quaint man. 2, Mighty in the Scriptures. 3» Inſtrutted inthe way of + 
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the End: 4, Faroens i i" foivit ; IC # Tang my ; 
of the Lords . Bold inthe Synagogues. ., All 


you were not lind, bur you might in an 
ing Brethren, &c. 8... Rare humility ; be Habs bs 


what he knew not, of mean perſons, far differing from gd uh 7 w 
parſons,who ſcorn to hear or learn-from your Brethren; pufc upwith 
pride, and felf- conceiredneſs of your own'worth, knowledge, excel- 
lency,Sec. 9. His reaching was operative, ft fruitful, cc; 3] not Ia. 
hour in vain, &c. So is your preaching Brethrens work,;  they-la- 
| bour notin vain, though-to your grief and-! pans that makes you freer 
Again,&c, | 
Your ſecond query is, When he preached ? 
You anſwer, '1.,T Wai Hime When Churches were planting, c. 
So are the Churches now pfiticiag;4tid Tod'piyes gifts excraordi» 
nary, comparitively with your ſelves, forthe gat] —_ and building 


of the Saints... - 
oew Was inigratiic eveng 


- » 


K22i*Twas'm i axime whenthecorrapt 'C 
the PEpey +0 OTOL 0y tie wb m__ | 
I-Anſwet ;. vYouk naſa :callediravhy tipt c 
Scripture calls. ie ink very fqul 
-much-c ption, 
it- clones 


way of co -peaggs 

res cortopt t cuſtom, w $ -LPo}lop Cor his practic 
he was no Nr yen ps Was t ix oe 

reaching ont. e, in making uſe rep opportunity F If you 
darlbbee beſo bold;,forſfbame, I make.no;queſtion; ok pens KC= 
counthimnaTorrapr: SeQarian.ſe!!ow.for miijabour. 52 5. 6; 

3. You anſwer 'byWay of conceſſion, that Apollos w4s oats 
Office, it twill not help ; for this was but an inſtance of thedliberty: giver 
by the ewes, or taken When given: Andwerethey not both corcupe > 
one for giving,, the other fortaking ®- {| + 

Yoweonclude, Ficke in all, &c.\and1 in bike ; pegs Faw others of 
Hike abilities may dathe like. 

Now is the like junQure of time, euthering of Saints out of Bahel 
from Antichriltianiſm; nowisthe like liberty, now may gifted Bre- 
aſton take that liberey be. Now given Parallel. | 
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oy: _ Apo llos was | 
2 man eaie: { 
dinary Abilities, | 


2. He is called | 
2 Mollets, and : 
was a Preacher. .... 


2. He was a 
helper to the A- 
pollies. | ' 


4. Hewas Elo; |. 
quent. 


md + © 
S. Wo #1 


5. He Was 


mighty -.1n: -the: | 
Is 

N44 eftii. Dag 

6. He*taugh Ph 
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frequek bk f, 


8. He-'ta 
boldly, anghe | 
' penly in the Sy- 
NAagOgUecs,:. 

9. ©3 Hg ' 
ry humble and 
lowly. 

Io. He had.the 
approbation of 
the Church, 


I1. He con- 
vinced, and con- 
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The Parallel. 


xt. Thele, moſt of them, 
have = "mag from the Spirit 
of Chrift 


3. Theſe are Miniſters 
and Pre S. pt to 


| ms mea ure of their gife. 


are the Preackin 
\'able- ro:  confo 
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'9. Soare ON Brethren i 
exclcing themſelves above the 


A willing tolearn, 


. "SO, .$o have the Prone 
ing Brethren. 


It. So have, and do a 
Brethrea daily.  - 


verted many. 


| cata 


2. Theft are helpers on of 
the fame work, both in con-- 
verſion and building, 
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1. You ſelves have mat 


0 diary from the Spirit, but 
are enemies unto 1t, 


KI Your fe elves are neither 


| Miniſters;, nmr Preachers ig 
. the Spark» Vat enemies to 
| both, © 


3. Yotr _ are Ene- 
mes to both ; ſtrive to keep 
' Souls in blindneſs for baſe 


"ue "Your ſetues are lo. 


4 
Tent ignorant. in this My- 
foo "want this tongae, are 
enemies ing | 


hgh 16 


13. 2636097 -© 'B 20:5 $4 ye A 
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£4 do the Biethveei in} ot 
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'9% Tow fotos are prod, 
exalting your - ſelves bare 
| the peaple,, ſeorning #0 learn. 
| IQ. Your, ſelves, want 
| that 3 far. you are enemies, 


| and perſecuters of the true 
Church, © 


'TI:T0% pervert,ſe dace;and 
_ on 016-d 
many, m0 the people 0 
Nation,Se. EE 
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The cghth 4 bulwark, ally your -vlidvart is not able 
[8] undermine i ir. 


1 Cor.14. 1.3t. Where the Apoſtle akhires FI to defire Piriual 
gifts, but rather that they might propheſy; and tels them, verſ.3t.They 
71a) all Propheſy one by one ; hence our brethren conchide, that all Phat 
have gifts, may Propheſy,ec.. | | 

In your anfwer to this, you pretend a great deal of confidence and 
aſſarance , that your gl ed brethren are deladed-with the word 
All, when the truth is, har your ſelf it is who is under the dee 


luſton. 
The Queſtion you ſay, will be, who aro meint by : ge Word All 


verſ. 31. ye may all Propheſy, &:te © 
You anſwer tixſt Negatiyely': 17 canpi be mewn of al the Saints ,. 
for then women ſhould preath, Who are forbiddess 
T anſwer 7 1. The Scripture it XCe 


ver. 34: AY may, kc,There i 1s 10 IM | el 
cept women;.an ien are 16] 4 Opt 
pace this. with cha. 11.5: "Foel 2.18. N 


lionz and in ſubjeRtion to the mal, Ke. RT et 7, 0 OREN IINE et + 

2." You lay, Private Profeſſors ave vowhere” communitel to | leave 
" rfinge, and go ſtray. Arts, Sciences, &c. 

rndoefs with a witneſs fire wht .£0e 5 

Wen men eo;preach, & Pre aye tr e 
the Scripture ſaith, y#.z ay All. P ,©F0P. | 
have even tran Toes its true, th) o'maſt-a1l fea 
your Callings, arid ſtudy Arts, See A hw nor commande 
to any, nor pratiſed by any ; ant'tiuly Sir, Ithinkthere'are! | 
Aſſes inthe things of ot de > ſtudy. Arts and A Es fefp 
to preach Af helie = ye «Sea res prodiiced\; « 2 
ch.12.29; Thave anſwered already, erefore Tp paſs ft'tn' A {Sh 

2. You anſwer poſitively, 6 ti wear oft ſuch as are op. 
the Text is Near, \ Ver. 29: Let F Proph ety 4K #6. ' Thus fat you 
fay DFR All is mea t the.Proj Ke: thoſe who HL" 
ſpicit £ e:©Y0 proceet, Handy. They wore. etravrllinary; 
your. reaſon is Ra e the | Sake | by Revelation, without flutly ver. 31." 
I fay they were not extraordinary, (hn ordinary, ſach"as could ſpeak 


*n el WAH os 


_ k0 pau btw, aprharo. nr, N ver, +. HO} rhis 5 0 of "os E 
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brethren conld do then, and can do n 


” i TCH 6 " 
£ 
4 WW + i, "wv 
w © 


Fd 


n do now; its your ſelves that are no 
Prophets; for you cannot ſpeak by revelation ,, without Rudy; bur in 
the ſtrength of the Lord, the preaching brethren can : And here it is 
you areloſt, you meaſure other mens condition by your own ; be- 
cauſe you.cannot preach without ſtudy,therefore you think none elſe 
Can, GC, | _” ; : | 
I conclude with you, That the word 4/!, is to be confined to the 
| Prophets, eAll ye that are Prophets may preach ; All ye that have the 
Spirit, and ſo.the Gift of propheſy may preach and propheſy : for 
propheſy. was no Office, but a Gifr, a$ I have already ſhewed : 'So 
then, notwithſtanding all your ſophiſtications and wrenchings, All 
" that have the Gift, may prophelie : the preaching brethren that 
have the Gife, may propheſy. eo 

You ſay, 1ts worth the obſerving, that the Word Prophet « never gi. 
ven to any but Miniſters, meninOffice. 

I have already anſwered, that. Prophet or Propheſy, is never called 
an Office_.in the'Scripture, but a Gifr ; and the diſtinguiſhment of 
Chriſt between @ Prophet and a righteous man, Mat. 10.41. its not 
che. Office. bur, the.Giff.;. every righteous man'hath nor a Prophets 
gifc; thereare various operations, [till the ſame Tpitit, , 

You fay, That all that are Prophets, and can open hard Propheſies 

Without ſtudy, interpret Scriptare to edification, &c. Who ſo haththeſe 
Gifts, may uſe them. . oe on Sas 
But Sir, where and when do you mean? 1000 years ago, but not 
now, Wi this is all we plead for man ; you have granted our defire; 
ler the Hearers be judges, let the Saints be judges, let,rheProphets'be 
judges ; God. hath given that Spirit of Propheſy, to interpret Scrip- 
ture, ſpeak to edification and comfort of the Saints, 8c. 
You ſay, They are Prophets, becauſe the duties of Prophets are aſcri- 
bed to them. Hs 3s he: ond | Us. Se 
No need of ſo:much of one thing, being ſo clear and granted of 
all. But you muſt needs have 'them extraordinary Prophers ; and 
here you harp, or elſe you were gone. 1: 


Pa: Cy 
33s a I 


. - 


_ Bur you ſay;Tou Wikeafily prove them to be extraordinary Prophets, 
(bur ſtay Sir, not ſo eaſily 4 OS OIL COR Pe 

Bur'you ſay, Tow: prove it, verl. 3Q,..1f any thing berevealtd to anv- 

* ther that ſfitteth by, &c. They preached extemporary Revelations, they 

Were by the ſingular Revelation of the Spirit to give the ſenſe of Scrip- 
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things to come; as int 4 
them extraordinary I know not ; and for” ordinary, ſuch asby the 
ſame ſpirit can ſpeak for the — of the Saints, the difference is 
onely in the operation of the ſame ſpirit ; in ſome one way, in ſome 
another, in ſome more, in ſome'leſs; bur its given to'every one to / 
profit withal. i FD 
- 2, That upon your own account, and in your language, theſe - 
Prophets were ordinary ; extraordinary were ſuch as could forerel 
things to come, as Elijah, Eliſha, Eſay, &c. In the New Teſtamene 
Agabus, eAF.11,27, chap. 21.10.11. ſuchtheſe Prophets were tot ; 
For the work of the one was to forerell, of the other to build up and 

edifie the Church. ED | 
You ſay , Theſe Prophets are ſet among#t extraordinary Gifts, or 

Officers, Epheſ-4.11, RN 
I wonder how you-dare thus to abuſe the Scripture and truth? 


who or where are thoſe Gifts? or as you call them Officers called 
aleneſs;to delude 


extraordinary ; but its your own ignorance, if not baſe 
the people under theſe terms yon call Apoſtles,and Prophers, Evange- | 
liſts extraordinary, and pick out from amongſt the ſame, Paſtors, 
Teachers for ordinary : What Scripture teacheth you this, to call 
one ordinary, the other extraordinary ? If I can ſhew you no Pro- 
NN you ſhall ſhew me_no Paſtors, nor Teachers in' the 
orld. $i SOM) 
| Well you ſay, There were three things objelted. 1. T hey could not be 
extraordinary becanſe their doftrine was to he tryed ec. | 1 
You anſwer firſt, That this trying and filing: did not confiſt 4n 
calling them to an account, &c. | SLOT 
But I ſay, Ir confilted in judging the truth of what was ſpoken, to 
try the ſpirits whether they were of God ; for thete were and are' 
falfe Prophets: for this was the' Church of Epheſus commended, 
Rev. 2.2. For trying thoſe who ſaid they were Apoſtles, and Were not and' 
found them lyars. - 4 Oo: 2d 
2. You ſay, "An extraordinary Prophet though in penning Scripture 
infallible , yet in other things he might err ; you inſtance in Aaron, 
Exod. 32.4 Peter AQ.10. 15. about the wr nw Gentiles, ec. © 
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you ſay were truth. ; for allextraordinary- Propheſies arewritten, and 
if chey might and did -miſcarry.in Propheſying,as you ſay, then you. 
derogate from the truth of- Scripture 3 for all extraordinary Pro- 
pheſies-are written, ca 

And you fay, Extraordinary Prophets may err. 

Bur Sir, You have produced no Example of ſuch erring.in matter 
of Prophely. Pawul and Peter and Aaron, &c., did not err in matter 
of Propheſie; if chey-had,y they had been falſe prophers like your- 
ſelf; the point in hand at preſent, is about Prophers in time of their. 
Prophely, ye may all” Propheſy, &c. = 

And you ſay, They were extraorainary,. and yet might err : (oh full 
of all ſubtilry 1 : 

__ What. Arcall che-Propheſies in che Old Teſtament then, if ex- 
_ traordinary Prophets might err in their Propheſyings ? 

Yet at laſt, you'come to ſay, That all things are not revealed to one; 
azyd that which #4 not revealed to one may be to-another.” 

'« Thar iscruth, and that is the reaſon why all may Propheſy. 

You ſay, There might be ſomething mingled With that which the . 
Prophets received, and. they might adde ſomething of their own, &-c. 
therefore it was to be judged and tryed. | | 
- And is. this truth which you lay down, and yet are they extraor- 
dinary ? Note 1. Were there any in the Old Teſtament to judge of 
che. Prophelics, whether they were truth when ſpoken ? 2: Might 
the Prophets extraordinary, as you call them, in their Prophelies, 
_ add of ſelfuntoir, and err init > ler all men jadge of the truttt of this 
 Dodtrins, but its like your ſelf, &c. 3. Did thoſe extraordinary 
Prophets propheſie according to the Rule of Scripture ? and look 
 whar others had ſaid before them, or by an immediate Inſpiration ?- 
As yonconfcſs, theſe Prophets were to propheſie according to the 
rule of faith, 1ſa.8. 20, to. the Law and to the T eſtimony-; Was their 
propheſic ſubje& ro error ? had need to be juaged*:wwight be ſomething 
of. ſelf init ? tryedif according to Scriptare,e*c. - 

Yet extraordinary; ſtrange and unheard of confuſion! out of your 
own mouth {hall you be judged, &c. - | #6 

2.Y ou ſay; *T# objeffed, T hat thoſe could not be extraordinary, be-. 
eqz{e its ſaid, yerl.3. T beyſhakg to edification,exhortation and comfort, 
4s ordinary Prophets did. © ns 

You anſwer it calily : The.extraordingry Prophets .as Amos , Elay, 
Ezekiel, &g, did preach to edification, exhartation and conſolation, 
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propheſy. 
_ m2. Youdraw the'Ar thus; The pepſi 
ungifted to praah;odivefed wins Sifted 07a 


 evi-and pervert truth ,'to: draw 


teach-inthis way of pr 
2. If they did, yetithey took not theindonomiczrion of P ts 
from-this &ind of propheſying 5:burthoſe.2-Cor. 14. .3re calle [Pro- 
phets upon this account, +thieir-ſpraſting:toedifcation, cc, And this 


_ the end and-work of Prophersto'adifie 


ſon of their propheſy, that Al: _—_ be infiratted, and All may be con- 
forted,verſ.31. And again, ere ſuch asnecdeddi- 
regions fromthe:Apolltle, as 1r0 the manner and order i inipr 


ing, whichif eneodogdinagyycliocontin hw the Apo- | 


ſtle, as Agabres, ARk. 21.10, 11. 

3. You lay, '7'Was objetied, that the Apefefor iddin VEGA ad 
give liberty to men topreath-: you grant” by way'of -concefſion, The 
eAv2ftl; forbids women, and enjoynir men -to ng BupWbae none? 
no alC hed, but all gifted and Called, 


1 Anſw-r. Thar its more then the 2 beripeate affcns, if they did 


the-Charch;Eph. 4 12/not 
t » foretel of things to come : therefore the Apoltle rendersthe rea- 


Ifay, All that are one Are Called to!e xeriſe Git and ma . 


 This-is the good your VnivetſityGorh you f u wiſe te 
truth.and its ſervants ; All women: gifted ot eng aro/in in this 
_o rure prohibiced ;' but 'all meti that have gifts'are authorized 
truly, 1 hall  fay thus much roo that*Iſhoukdlook uporrtticx 
— ro be very-weak and uſeleſs, that Sar pr onla | 
other for good in the Church, in the body But Sir, your ridiealou 
concluſions will not eſtabliſh: you. 

Youconclude, That all Wes, Officers, Members in the Church 
above Miniſters, may dine Oc. 

I thought you had owned noneabove you, but that you had fate 
in Peters chair, been ſupream Lords,co binde and looſe at your plea- 
ſure, children to the holy Father at Royre ; but you'l be ſure co own 
ſuch to be above you, which are nor in your account, and then as 
good /as none at all; abſolute, Lords for all that, You men- 
tion Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangeliſts : but you think there is neither 
of theſe in being ; cherefore you. are the chief Lords over all :* bur 


' you-are miſtaken , for Apoſtles Prophets, Evaogeliſts, are no more 
— in the CNS; then mew i omen OE Tow 


X* « 


are all reckoned together, E 


pheſ 11.:And if you will ſay, thereare no 
Apoſtles Prophets, &c. 1 will ſay. and make ir good there are no 
Paſtors, Teachers, Presbyters, or others, nay no Church of Chriſt, 
wirhout Apoſtles, Prophets; there may be a Church wichourt Pa- 
fors, ec. bur none: without "Apoſtles, Prophets, ec. Re hath ſetin 
his Church firſt Apoſtles, rhen Prophets,cfc. and after this Paſtors and 
T eachers. $31 4 | M2 CFD | 
1. Apoſtles ,, men ſent for the gathering. ofthe Saints. | 
2. Prophets next, becauſe when gathered,the Prophers;(wiz- )gifted 
brethren;they exerciſe their gifs. far the edifying ofthe body,un. 
till there be Paſtors arid Teachers and then-the gifts of the Prophets 
are not to be quenched, or {lighted ; for: they are Prophets till ; 
and out of the Prophets in proceſs of time, may be choſen men for 
Office, Teachers ; by Office: as well as Gift; and theſe arc cleRed 
by the Prophets, viz. the:Church ; for they are all.Prophers, though 
they have nor Gifrs alike, ko b 5 
. So that firſt then in the Churches of Chriſt, there are Apoſtles, 
men ſent to gather, Apoſtles ſignifying as much : and Prophets when 
gathered, before the Miniſtry you ſo'much cry up.  _ 
- *2.Your ſelves areneither Apoſt/ces, Prophets, jy pb Paſtors nor 
Teachers, according to the-Scryyture account; for firſt you gather no 
Churches; but rather endeavor to ſcatter thoſe that are gathered. 
2.. You build up no Churches, but ignoranc, carnal, prophane 
creatures in a way of formalicy, to their eternal ruine; you admi- 
niſter no Ordinances according co the Rule of Chriſt, buc-of An- 
tichriſt, and your own-inventions; I (hall conclude this with your 
Parallel. 
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” 1. Theſe were| 1- Soare the gifted) 2. Your ſelves none ; nor 
Prophets. - | brethren, | {nownotwhattheyare, 
2; Thoſe 'no ex- | 2.50 arethegifted| 2. Tour ſelves not ording- 


traordinary,bur or- | brethrev. | ry, but Enemies to it. 


dinary Prophets. Ee p03 | 
3.. Thoſe had a| 3.. So have the| 3 .rou are ignorant of it hwve 
ſpiric-ot Revelati- | brethren,e//e none of | a philoſophical ſpirit of delu- 
on: + «YL his. fon. x 2 
4. Theſe could | 4. So. can the| 4. Tou wreſt them and darh- 
expound Prophe- | Preaching brethren en them for your own ends. 
tick Scripture. ro "your terror and gd 
; amazement. BE $Þ 2A 
5. Theſe ſubje- 5. So do the| 5" Tou:are ar omgotojren 
Qed the ir prophefy preaching brethren. hs 6 ny at your ſay, 
to the judgement 2 
of the reſt. — X-$1 | pf bats 
- G. The Spiritof | 6. So it inthe - 3: ooo 
1 ” . writ. | may ſpea 
Eo what propheſy i. 
7. Theſe ſpake| 7. So do the| 7, But you ſpeak all your 
by two orthree, & | preaching brethren. | ſerves, but permit none 10 
tlie oihew moges,” | OTC 7 TT YE 
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| The ninch ObjeRion. 


Rom.13.6,7,8. Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
that 1s piven to us ; whether propheſy, let us propheſy, &c. Hence 
they gather that all that have gifts of propheſy may propheſy, &c. 
Your anſwer : '7 granted, that they who - have the pifts. of pro- 
pheſy may propheſy , &c. But Who are they that have this gife,? 
hy "Is are Prophets by Office , and nat thoſe who who have abilities 
_ | have anſwered this already, That there-is no Office of Propheſy 
- bar Gift only ; and they char have abilities ophely ; the 
' Gift is ziven them for thax C- Y TO Bac 
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'You ſay I: Will appear more fully in the context, and ſcope of the - 

- Chapter ; having exhorted to duties of Piety in general, ver. 1,2. he 
comes, Ver.3. to 9. to particular duties of Eocleſiaſtical perſons and Offi- 
ters,viz.that they ſhould nor be prod of their Gifts, c. 

Sir,it were well if yon who ſo account your ſelves,&c. couldlearn 
tharlefſon :bur Sir, you very:much failin your interpretation; for the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks tothe whole Church. thronghout the whole Chap, 
and in theſe verſes mentioned, ver. 3. he ſpeaksto the whole Church, 
Let no man think of himſelf, &c. He doth not ſay, letno Miniſters in 
officethink,8&c. burno man.  Let:10 man be proud, or lifted up with 
his gift, to think more highly then he ought of himſelf ; but to think: ſ0- 
berly according -as God hath dealt to every man the meaſure of Faith. 
Mark,”'as Godhath dealt to every man ; you ſay, every Miniſter in 
Office, the Scripture ſaith every man, ec. ver. 4,5. the Apoſtle relates 
ro the whole Church, #e being many, are one body, c. What Sir, do 
you ſuppoſe that none are the body of Chriſt, the Church, but the 
Prieſts ? or do you not ſee your ignorance, that its the whole body 
the Apoltle here ſpeaks of ? | 

2. You ſay He ſets down a diſtintt and perfeft enumeration of all the 
ſtanding officers inthe Church, &c. EH 
_ To whchFanſwer: Ps oe — 

' I, Tharall your wiſdom and Logick have not, cannot diſtinguiſh 
rheſe Officers. = 

2: He enumerates the various gifts in the whole Church ; though 
officers are not excluded,yet there is no office but depends upon gift, 
elſe no Office. © : COT 

And 1. He mentions Prophets , #/hether prophefie , let us Pro- 
pheſie,cc. that is, let thoſe who have that Gifr,make uſe of it for the 
good of the Church. That this is the intention of the Scripture, -note 
_ thar'the Apoſtle is ſpeaking to thewhole, as you have, heard, 
Verſe 5. ; Res = 

2. Theterms under which its expteſs'd ; that is, 1. Propheſee ac- 
cording to the proportion of faith : anſwering yer. 3. according as God 
hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faith. Hence note;: that:its 
every-mans libercy, nay duty, to prophetic according to the.propor- 
tion of Faith, &c. Ei nt gb = Mp 

3. See Verſe 7. There, if anywhere, you have the Office; 


* 


or- Miniſtry, Ler us Wait vn our CMiniſtring, &c. The firſt .is 
a Gift without Office , according © to'.che proportion of Faith : the 
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other is an office to be. | 
likewiſe. 

__ 'Youcon ds rd 
pheſying, And why this ordinary. more then that? 1 Cor.14.3.x. But 
Sir, it is not your underſtanding of the Scripture that makes you give 
the right Interpretation of ic, but becauſe it ſairs beſt with- what you 
drive at ; for that-b perceive is:your great work,to make the Scripture 
ſpeak to your own purpoſe, be it wha 


>, 


- 
U 


tit will. 
Youconclude, Now let us ſee What they can gather hence ;, becauſe 


Paſtors and Teachers, who Were Prophets, Cc men inOffict are com- 


ce depends upon Gift 
fels, T bat this is not the extraordinary, but. ordinary Pro«: 
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manded to Propheſie, and Exponnd the Word ; therefore private perſons . 


may, @&c. this is kneaaing trough Logick, 
] anſwer : Where did you rad your 


Prophets were called Paſtors ; or Paſtors and Teachers. called Pro-: 


Logick in Scripture, that 


phers ? but- that you can ſay any thing, make the Scripture to, fay 
any thing for your own ends : And this is Logick-learnt from your | 


father the devil ; Read and apply 706.8.4 4. 
The tenth ObjeAion, 


. x Cor.11.5. Every woman that prajeth or prophefieth with her head 
covered,&'c. Hence ſay they, Were Women that did pro 
Women did propheſy, much more may gifted men : K - 

and Hilda propheſred, 2 King, 22.14 &c. 

This I ſuppoſe is a Scripture of your own invention inthis place; 
there are enough 
willing to do as your ſelf, turn the Scripture every way for your own 
ends : yet Sir, I ſhall a little erace 


folly may appear. | | Þ 
chalk, for cheeſes We ſpeak, of ordinary gifted 


You ſay , Here 
men, and they flee to Women that Wereralled extraordinarily, &c. 


And how prove yon that Sir ? Is there everſucha word in the - 


Text? 1 Cor. 11. 5. he faith, pray or 
” Praying too ? | I wonder you le 
$ for Phebe,Rbm, 16. 1,3. You 
" to the fick ,aud not to preach, or have Peters Keyes: jingling at her 
girate, | ; | : E 
I chought F;r , you' were very lothto loſe the Keys, having becn 

_ Peters ſuccyiſnrs fo long;; but.1 wonder how you- got them from 
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prophe 5 Was it extraordi- 
c-out that. 
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more to the purpoſe then this ; for I ſhould beun- + 


you in this, that ſo.your prideand 


rr, 


7 


- 


Is 


+ 
4 
= k; t 
s 
* 0 
F: + 


Rd 46 

d {A . MT. 

F - +. 0. ITY - 
: » 


of CEL.” 
BIS 0; 
Kr 5 


Se I 
2 © 218 "lee: 7 
" Ss SES 
I ana 
LS 
2 po 


Sal, Re RF 2s. hg? 8 ers hs POSI OED 4 
£ IF oo = Se Fagan bn A OT con Poe dts 2d AED, DD LOO” 3 ene I TORT IVE y 
Eee Oe Hed, od, et CL Ao og tia GEES EE I I Co EI oz, oo 
EIN SS + - : ex os 2. ET TG I ee a8 "OY Aer ES: a, OS BOLT 0, © a6 217 
IS EOS . CRE he LI I RAS IRON = Wea 0h, ON 
CE "No 72 SB " ER: « bt 1 IR EW EMC IS. 5s 
«x mn . , PIs gr X R, by * 3 ea: "ez oe es 
SEO bY CI SN T: Ma CEIW: 5 Pans B48 
3+ 4 7, $$ " by _ * os - $ z oC "N WF £ $7 Py 45g * 
rd * 5 [nan & 84S. - Jn X22 Ko "I vhs F 
L : Y : þ ; 4 , w 
; FH 
. F 
. - F: # 


your father the Pope , - who ſayth he keeps the chair ſtill. 

Aquila and Priſcilla Were helpers to Pant, Rom. 16. 3. that is, fay- 
you, by their private imſtrultions. he 

Bur who told you ſo,that it was by their private inſtruRions? and 

why not publike as well as private ? 

So you lay, Not only men, but women ſhould teach their childres, * + 
ſervants, neighbours the way of the Lord.Prov.1.8.8& 6.20.AQ.18. 26, 

Tit. 2; 2. | | Ce bet, wr 

"Confels the truth ſometimes, that out of your own mouth you 
may be condemned ; this is all we plead for, that its the duty of the 

_ Saints, according to the meaſure of their gift,and proportion of faith, 
to teach the way of the Lord tochildren, neighbours, any, as oppor- 
runicy is offered : bat I ſuppoſe you have a ſecret reſervation, or re- 
lation to that word private, &c. and why private Sir ? Is it lawfull 
in private,and unlawfull in publike > where doth the Scripture make 
chis diſtinRtion 2 Bur Sir, I ſuppoſe TI have found you; you will keep 
it in private,' that ſo your Diana may (tand, your honour and eſteem 
among the vulgar; and that your god, your bellies may be fed to the 
full, &c, Phil.3.18, 19. 

' As for that place, x Cor. 11, 5. you ſay, The words are not taken 
attively for Womens preaching, but paſſively, for their attending on 
prayer and propheſying, &c. - 

And who told you ſo Sir ? you are very quick of apprehenſion, 
ready to give interpretations : I ſuppoſe you may thank your Logick, 
Rhetorick, and Philoſophy for ic. Is there ever ſuch a word in the 
Text ? nay, is it not evident that there is no ſach thing intended> 
Examine the Scripture. - 

T. He ſpeaks of men in particular, and women in particular ; eve- 
ry man that prayeth and propheſieth ; every Woman that prajeth and 
prophefieth ; he doth nor fay every one that doth attend upon pray- 
ing, &c. | 

. If he intends the woman, that ſhe doth attend upon the pray- 
ing of another, then he intends the ſame to the men likewiſe; for irs 
one and the ſame; only the manner differs : So then there is no rule 

given ro him thar ſpeaks in propheſie, either man or woman, 

\3. The Text faith, Every woman that propheſieth , &c. Pray tell 
me Sir, whether when a man propheſieth and preacheth the things of 
God, whether the women that are prefent hearing , do prophelie 
then, becauſe the man doth ? if che women, then the men : where |} 
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7now Sir, you will make all Prophets anon , both men and women.” _ 
_ *2. You ſay, Tox muff diſiinguſh of propheſying ; there t« propheſying 
which »4 preaching ; thus ſay ſame , thiſe women did not propheſie. _ 
« I thought you were gotten. into-a Wood,almalt loſt, you hear what 
ſome fay. But how can they tell ? who told cichec you or them (o 2. 
2. You ſay, Propbeſipg # taken for publiſving, and ſinging praiſe, 
ec, Pſal.68.11. there $55 ps MArbers,. > cet. Arees 
If ſo Sir, why not men and women to teach and preach according 
to the gift ? See. to this purpoſe [0/.3.16.. | CST 
3 You ſay, Swppoſe you grant, as your Divines confeſs, that its the 
ſenſe of the place, that women in thoſe times were inſpired with the $ps- 
rit of prayer, propheſie, &c. according to Joel 2. 28. yet chey failing 
and abuſing their liberty, the e Apoſtle enjoyns them. ſilence for ever. in 
publike, 1 Cor.14.34,35. Ds eta. , 
There, is no ſuch ching. - Compare that with this, and ic forbids 
bur the diſorder, not the thing; by permiſſion,in fubmiflion, thewos 
men that have a gift may propheſic, ' which is the ſence of the Seri. 
Lure, | in un To on 
Theeleventh ObjeRion. 
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Chmrch. officers, wha did fove = and air ro. the neceſſities of the 
Saints, &c . 
This is but your word, and there isno probability forit, but that 


youhaye learned roxyadeterath ; bur all will-noc ſerve: you; Ifay 
- therefore fat, chey were: Miniſters, and that preachipg ones roo. 


"1, Miniſters, the word is clear for that 3 7 hey gave thens/elves to 
the miniſtry of the Saints. | 
2; Preaching ones r00, ver. 16. That ye ſubmit your [Uper to ſach, 
jen; to every oue that helpeth with us, and Iaboureth ; they were. ſuch as 
did help with the Apoſtles, and labour; In what ? In giving Als, 
or di/iributing Þ No. Forimny inche Goſpel; irs uſually applyed tha 

way! laboured more abundantly then they all,faith Panl,t Cor.15.1O. 
and the Elders that Jaboxr in the word, are worthy of honour, Kc. this 
word Labour is nowhere given to Deacons. 

$.-Yet out of office, only by gift; 1 prove it thos. 1. Ir the 
keuſhold of Stephanas chat Par! baptized, and was his firſt fruits ar 
Achaia ; tell me when they did, or any elſe chuſe a honſhotd or fa- 
mily to be all Miniſters in office ? | 

2. They aaditted themſelves to the Ainiſiry., were not called by 
office, &c. 

3..T hat ye ſubmit zo ſuch, and every oxe that helpeth ; be doth not 
fay ro every one in office, but to every one that helperh, chat is,every 
onerharhath the gifr, and hejperb to the building vp of the reſt ; let 
others ſubmit the ran unto! fach in points of diffetence and - 
controverſies.If Paul intended icto every Paſtor in the Church of Co- 
rinth-, there were very many then ir ſeems ; for, there was the 


| houſhold of Stephanas,and ſo every one elle chat doth fabour with-us; 


—— officers will you make in the Church, if what you fay were 


| oy, They gave themſelves to the fries, were uot compelled or 


It pd at leaſt then they were not ſuch officers as the Parſons of 


the Nation are; for they muſt be bired,and well paid too,orelſe they - 
wilooe ſerye; they are fac from the temper of Stephayas and Wis. fa- 


"25< Non fay, 7; ake it Which wa Joupleaſe, either for the ſervice of the - | 
Prochjterig, 6 or Deaconſtip, yet this 5s the ſame ; they being ago ban x 
ive themſelves to the ſervice, &c. 
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gift, and they reniile "did the vice you Seal the Anabaptiſts the 
Firebrands of Societies. Sir,t.They have been, and will be 2 reveatid 
to Antichriſtian Sacierties ,. and the Lord will Ip Ha its 0 
' . pieces by their dodtrine , life and. | ney Are; ! :. ON 
vpholders of lawfull Societies,both. Civill and rio 

are in deed and truth the firebrands of Societies, both Ewill and Di 
vine ; For Civill, you.could: be content to burnup? ,P 
ment, People, and all, for the eſtabliſhment. of yoar-ows: tereſt: 
bura up Churches, the Societies of Saints, rail, and callthem/ all ch 
nanght is, when your ſelves arethe men upon whom. the guilt lier; 
you abuſe and wreſt the Scripture to your own ends and intereſt, viz, 
No man taketh this. bononr to himſelf without a Calle. Its ſpoken of 
the Prieſts under the Law, who were atype of Chriſt,andinot of your 
baſtard Tribe of Levices, &c. Your anſwer to the 0 
atready ſufficiently cleared, that they were yd perſons, nor off- 


CETS; GC, 
The evelfch Objeion, 


Heb. 5. 11, 12. hen for the time Je ought. to ; have been ak 
&c. here ſay they, the Apoſtle blames them becanſe they: _— nos all 
T eachers. | 

The ſubſtance of your anſwer is, that there are two ſartaofteach- 
ers ; publiks teachers, and private teachers ; the one 4 men in _ 
the other by men out of office. 

| But who gave this diſtinRtion of publike and privae Chiiſiions: ? 
of publike and private reachers ? ' I know not; are. terms rhe 
Scripture is not acquainced 'withall , therefore away with them to 
Rome, from whence they came ; and call notthar. or "them private, 
whom ag chr bath made publike;, ſay no'more far ſhame, _ its fave 
full for them to teach in private, and unlawfollin- publike'; dork 
place and manner make ſo much difference? If it be Jawfull ro teach 
the way of God to one or twoin privare;is it got lawſull to reach the 
ſame to them in publike ?. and if to one or two , why not to ten ® if 
to ten, why.not.co an hundred, to 3 thouſand ? ifin private; why. nor 
in publike ? doth the Scripture know any ſuch diſtinRion,or approve 
one more then anorher > If nor, be Glee for ever, and aſhamed of 
your HC and make i ho more ſuch diſtinQions where the won _ 
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nn The thirteenth ObjeRion, . - abner 341 
' 1PEt.2:9 Yeare 4 rojal Priefthood, &r. Rev. 3.10&- 1.6; aud 
\ buff made us unto ofir God, Kings and Priefts.'&c. Exod. 19.6, All 
Prieſts muſt teach,but all Believers are Priefts,Ergo,all Believers may 
- You anſwer : The'fallarie lies in the Word Prieſt; you read of two 
ſorts of Prieſt s* 1. Some by Office, &c.- 2. Others a royal Prieſthood 
proper to all Believers, ec: who as the former come near to God.y, Have 
boldneſs and acceſs, &c. 2. Offer ſacrifice of prayer and praiſe.3:*Slay 
their fins and mortifie the old man,&c. 4.Inreſpett of common annoyn:= 
inp, ſoall Believers have an unition of the ' Spirit of God, Which leads 
them into all truth, 1 Joh. 2.20. and being thus tanght, they may and 
miſt teach others. © ag es 25 ogg | 
Theſe are your-own words : And now Sir, where is the Fallacie 2 
in your ſelf , or in the preaching brethren ? your own confeſſion 


ſhall be your judge one day. . But youpretend to mend all again, 

with the word privately , the way of the Lord ; how often have you 

confelſt the trath', and then rhink to lick your ſelf whole apain, wich 

_ that one word,: that the Scripture ownes not, upon your account ; 
. bur breathes forth light and truth to the contrary, as clear as the 
Sun 'when it ſhines at-the noon-day; yet when you have confeſt the 
truth, you prerend to over-turn it again, with that word privare ; 
with ſhame acknowledge your ignotance,ifnot your malice. _ 

2.: You anſwer: Tow ſpew the Weakneſs of this Argument, you 
ſay, per idems thus; The office of a\King # to rule;but every Believer i a 
King. Ergo. Ana if ſo, why ds ye not get into the Throne ? &c. 

I anſwer : Your Argument looks like your ſelf:Becauſe Believers 
are Kings ; Ergo, they do and ſhall reign wich Chriſtover Sin, Satan, 
Fleſh, and World, with him in glory ;this is the truth in the myſtery: 
but you draw ſcurcilous and reproachful 'conclufions to make the 
Saints and truch concemptible ; be adviſed of your folly in time 
and repent, leaſt you walking i» Zohn'a Leydens wayes , cry up 

Office , Office , thinking to carry away all the crown and glory 
from the: Saints, when indeed and truth yoithaveno more part nor 
portion in che: buſineſs then $5792. the- Sorcerer , &c. 1 ſay, be 
warned. of” crying up your ſelves above the Magiſtrate ,-Parliz< - 
' ment , and Councel of State, &c. reſolving to ruine all,if you may. 
| | uot reign, leaſt you come to fob « Lejdens end, &c, 
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the ſame one to another,e. every man. muſt. uſe 


given him, &c; Mas. 25. Hence ( youſay) they argue, All 


"i 


* &- 
F-. 
BY Was 
* 
e: 3 


| Lifts, muſt uſe them; but many private men have gifts ; Ergo,they muſt 


" »-4 ®:- kt 


w/ethem.' -© | | DO Te cn 
Your anſwer's true : But where? not publikely.; for then many wo- 
men who have excellent Gifts ſhould be Preachers, but private- 
Iy, &c. FS - 
y You have no other ſhift to put off cruth, but this filly diſtinQion of 
publike, private, 8c. you have worn it thred-bare, being/ſo ofren pur 
co it inthe very plain expreſs terms of Scripture:z that-you know not 
where to ſhife your felf,-but pur off your load upon this word pri- 


wvate : to which I have ſaid ſo much in anfwer unto it, that I ſuppoſe * 


the moſt weak and ſimple may ſee into your Fallacie: but Sir, you 
leave your caſe deſperate art laſt ; but no wonder, when it is fo bad, 
that it ſeems you are glad to ſteal away from#it; for you confeſs 
that which you have ſo long oppoſed. _ © 1 ho 
You ſay He comes ,ver.11,to the giftof Prophebe, and miniftring ac- 
cording to our Abilities; oo oo on Doreen + 
Is ir-the Gift of Propheſic ? indeed its well you. 


- You lay /ts the gift of Propheſie.. » © © 1 
Surely theſe are not Prophets in Office ; you dare not fay fo it 
ſcems : bur as every man hath received this Gift, ſo lethim miaiſter, 


* 


. you had not audaciouſneſs enough in youtocomradid this truth (his 
ning fo clear ih your conſcience. | T . 


_ if any maniſpeak,&c. Here you ace blank, and-glad ro: be gone with 


_— 


ſpeed to the next : you ſaying fo little, and.to-ſo little purpoſe, the 


Scripture ic ſelf being ſo undeniably clear, thardaunts all gain-ſ2yers, 


as appears in your anſwer. I (hall ſay no more unto it, but purſue you 
to that which follows. | | Ee. 


The fifteenth Obje&ion. 


\ 


Rev.11.3, The two Witneſſes Propheſie ; net only the Clergy, bat all 
the Faithful, © WE > OS), 
Tok anſwer ; 1..That borrowed Speeches make no grounded. 
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| avfiver, -That the trath of thoſe ſpeeches ſhall ſtand, and hoſd 
firm, when your Logick;and Rhetorick, (hall have an end. 


2. Youſay, The Witneſſes conſiſted of © aftors, and People ; the one 


Preaching, the erher Proſe uſt Antichrift cf e.: - | - © 
ſtian wayes; buryonit is mult be witneſſed againſt; and if you have 
"not already, wwil:kifl the witnefſes. And-why-notthe people witneſs by 


Preaching, as well as Propheſying, if every one may adminiſter Accor- 


ding to rhe gift received; as.in the former. Argument ? &c. 
The laſt Objection is a Sceleton. 


eA penny worth of their ſmall Reaſons, a parcel of bare bones; thee. 
ry naming of them is confutation ſufficient, as 1 Cor.1.27,29. God hath 
choſen the ſooliſh things of the World, &c. Ergo, Lay-men may 
Preach, « | | | T7 

Sir, Your Anſwerto this ObjeQion and Scripture, ſeems to carry 


- the langage oftthe old Proverb in it, wore kyave they fool ; was there 
ever the like heard of; cither from Pope, or Devil? what, not a word 


of anſwer, bur ſcurrility, and reproach? what, reproach the Scrip- 
ture it ſelf calling ir a Sceleton, a parcell of bare bones, &c 2? Is 
this enough to give fatisfaRion ? does the light ſhine (o clear our of 
that Scriptorethatit compels you to flic from it, as not being able to 
look it inthe face, or give anſwer to it, but cry out againſt ic > hath 
not this been your praRice in all Ages? when you meet with truth, 
that you cannot gain-ſay-it, then to reproach it, and render it con- 
temptible to the people ; bur be ye ſure you will have buc little 
thank for it at the laſt day : bur ſeeing you leave this Scripture 
as being worthy of no anſwer, but baſe and ſcurtilous names, &c. 
I ſhall fay ſomthing tot, that its -light may appear, and your dark- 


_ neſs the more unto the world. 


x" WH 
> 3& > T- vo Q x 
<> 7g RR WE 


- Thetruth there aCerted, is this, That God in all Ages hath made 
choice of fooliſh, weak; and unlikely things ; by it. to confound and 
bring to nothing, things that are. . 
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And this he doth, either rt. inthe work of Converſion ;the poor 


receive the Golpel; Pablican, and Harlots go into Hegven before the 


ſelf righteows zealous Fhatiſees, for Chrilt came not to call therighte- 


ons, but ſmmners,& Cc. 


_ 2, Orin the wotk of the Miniſtry ; Fiſher-men, Publicans, Teot- 
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_ makers, Shepherds, honed; Pa moos 7 
_ he might bring rooting. things that arcin creatures appre- 
henfzon. + 

- You cry up your bumanity, ficſhly. wiſdom; Arts, Sciences, &c. But 
believe ir, the Lord hath began it already, and he will go on with ic 
by weak nothing creatures, fools in the world eyes, and inyours too, 
ro daſh to peices all your wiſdom; and by this means'he will deſtroy 
the wiſdom of the wiſe, and bring to nothing the underſtanding of 
the Prudent': Thew where is the ſcribe, Where i: the diſpmter of this 
World, &c ? hath not God made fooliſh the ww of the world ? Take 
notice, 
' 1. That you fleſhly wiſdom in which you ſo much boaſt, and glo- 
7 , cannot help you to the knvWledge of God, 't Cor. I. 21, 

ap. 2:14; 

2, It is fooliſhneſs WithGod, 1 ©or.3. : ”- woo 

3. It is thar which muſt be deftroned, whea the wiſdom of the Spirir 
comes, I Cor.1.1g.: 

4» Its enmity againſt Gt ; it isnot tubſectt to the Law of God, nei- 


ther indeed can be, Kom. 
5. :1f mercy.prevent his dah. Rom. "= | Fo the Greek ord 


G enifeth ; 72 99 ppornun $ onpitds , the: wiſdem o the el 8c. and p 


es Sin permnua, The wiſdom of the fleſs is enmity, &c. . nay, and 
fleſhes beſt wiſdom;-prudence, ſo the. word lignifieth, its al ut en 
mity, death, and thit not only ro your ſelves, bar others, Co/.2.8. 
And this God hath done, is doing; and wilf diſcover and bring ic to 
nothing, by weak, and unlikely men, and means, manger all che wit- 
dom and power of men and fleſh that ſhall oppoſe ; be adviſed there. 
fore, ye wiſe men of theearth ; Rue the Son leſt bebe angry, and ye - 
periſh om che WAY Oc. Fe 
You mention. other Scrip 
made uſe of,chat I know of by any;bur 1 ſuppoſe you juggled them-in 
here;that ſo you mighr (hifr off the cruchin this Scripture, by running | 
ro others not ſo .much ro the purpoſe ; therefore 1 paſs them i in this 


place; and conclude : The ſam of all, is this; | 
7. Thar all the Brethren in the Church, that have Gifts, may Pro- 


phefie, 2 Cor. 14-31. 


2. Thatevery man xp to his propertion of faith, may propheſie, 4 I 
d men out of Office, have Praekil, theref re 'may +; | 


Rom.12.3.6.- 
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5. That irsthe Saints work to declare the glory of Chriſts Kingdons 


t0t6e World, Plal, 145. 10,11,12, _ - 
_ 6. That thigis the end wherefore God grves gifts to men,Ephel.4.8. 
1 Cor.tk>. - Ee pans en Re ra 
7. That the Saints ſhould deſire to. Prophefie, 1 Core 14. 1. 
Ver. 5. & 39, | nals nei of 
8. Thattbe Jews-themſelves denyed not this in their aſſemblies, 
Ads 13.14.15. & 18.26, TEL LE ON on 
g. None but Devil, Pope , Pricſts and Perſecutors ever denyed 
this truth, 1 | | | 
1 Cor.14. 37. If any man think himſelf to he a Prophet or ſpiritual, 
let him Ton (rare things I write, are the Commanaments of 


4 


the Lord. but1 (or. 11.16. If any be contentions, Wwe have no ſmchen- . 
ftoms, nor the ( hurchesof God, chap. 14-13, But if any man willþe ig + 
norawt, let him be sgnorant ſlill,e+c. SO RF | 
. You fay , _ There-Was one thing more objefled. viz, That your 
Miniſtry Was eAmtichriſtian, of which one word, and then yon 
have done. _ I . } Re Rs 
I ſhall as briefly trace you.1n it, and ſo have done too. 


This yoli ſay is objeQted, Towr miniſtry is Antichriſt an, you are Baby -' 
loniſh Diviners, Egyptians juglers, limbs "of the Divel, proud, cove- 
 ronr,&c, A whole load of ſuch ignomions titles you may finde in a little 
Pamphlet of one Collier, a.very dangerous Settary. 
Sir, Collzer would have you to know that he "9 APRON nothing 
- in that liccle Pamphler, but what he is both ready and able in the 
ſtrength: of the Lord ro make it-good in_ oppoſition to all gain- 
ſayers; notwithſtanding your . reproachful _ cerm of dangerous 
SeRtary, both in this, and your. beaſtial Epiltle to! your Reverend 
Senior ;. he is a Collier, and although you are black already, yer he 
_ will make your blackneſs more to appear, for ht is accomplithing 
your deſire worktng about coal, digging up the blackneſs, &c.  _ 
Well, but you comfort your ſelf yet, That it # your honour, aud 
therefore you ſhonld not fret, but rejoyce and give God thanks,&fc. _ 

A very fine way to (hifr of truth from your ſelyes, and ſo goonin 
your wickednels ; ſaying, you ſoall have peage, although you add fr 
ro fon, and Walk after the imaginations and ſtubbornneſs of Jour . own 
heaFs ; As well might the falſe Prophets and falſe Apoſtles rejoyce , 
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' becauſe lintaſs ones renin des; ; un cell ow awake hey tranſ-'. 
form themſelyes into Angels of light 3 ſo becauſe the ſeryas of 
light reprove you, and diſcover your falſe and erron 
you. rejoyce as if perſecuted for the truth of Chyilt: | 
your glorying is not good ; burl ſuppoſe your joy is bur from the - >> 
ceeth outward, as we uſe to (ay ; ; there is vrief within and ſorrow of 
heart, ec. Ifay 65, 1.12.13,14.” 
You fay, God' # beholding to re, for the kindneſs we ſhew to his Ems- 
. baſſagors. 
gs I. Then he-is bat lictle beholding co the men of your Mi 
coat ; for you are the greateſt enemies to them in the world. - 
2. But is God beholding untomen for the kindneſs ſhewed to his |} 
Ambaſſadors in good earneſt Þ I muſt confeſs 1 um iow informed by 
you, in that I knew nor before; for I was ſo ignorattin this my- - 
Nery, that I thought God had not been beholding to any man, no 
not to Embaſſadors themſelves ; becauſe the Scripeure faith', when. 
Wwe have done all that we can w/e we are ole ſha we ell : that we 


though with a —_ : by Bd n 
= without a lye , is not of chit, but wo him who ilefiaker 
yes. 
You proceed , And whereas they ſay our Miniſtry 6 i Amichriſtian, 
becauſe We were ordained by Antichriftian Biſhops ,&c.Tow anſWer, T's 
eafily ſaid, but not ſo eafily proved; for firſt you have your Ordination __ BY 
from Chriſt by Biſhops and Presbyters. - UT 
Your ſelves have concladed;th e Biſhops Antichriſtian' in their T4 
Calling; and is yours Chriſtian?'a Riddle | F 
F- bas pou ſay inuncularely , Tow have it not fo much from then as 
iſt, &6. 
The outward, you have. froti them ; and cat they give you that 
they had nor chenfelves > A panidox ! 


. You ſay ».T hat you adminſter i in Cliifts name , and ner in the i. 


ſhops, &c No 4 as 
And why not your i; brerhirea miniſter in Chtiſts nate 
not having f, you Jid'in good earn 


"of 4 
er os, Ri * 


| The draneny: you _ ; is nl ns, abs 11=eeſtifies, 
declares and approves 4 thoſe whag. God: approves and calls. 

Sir, That is the reaſon I ſuppoſe, there are ſo-many approved cal- 

led ones of that Generation in the Nation at preſent as there are 3-if 
in ſome, pride, covetouſtieſs, ignorance , malice;: treachery, blood- 
thirſtineſs, &c. In others, looinefs of life, pcophanels, drunkenneſs, 
whoring, &c. may declare men to be the called off Godzyou have as 

' mach to ſay for your elves as any people inthe world .&c. 

Bur ſecondly, Youſay, The Biſhops were not Antichriſtian, becauſe 
by their life a; Doftrinethey have witneſſedagainſt Antichriſt, 

Anſw, That was not as Biſhops; Ido nor fay becauſe Biſhops and 
Prieſts coo are Amichriſtian , that therefore | there. are no honeſt 

'men amongſt them; for the Lords peop'e are and have:been in Buby - 
lon, and the Lord cals them-to come forth, Rev.18 4, 

I deny not, bur that Ridley,Cranmer, Latimer, &c. might be honeſt 
men; yet not-as Biſhops ; their witneſſing againſt particular errors, 
of which they were enformed, adds no whit to their Office, it makes 
them Biſhops never the more; no-more'then the witneſs of all the 
reſt againſt the ſame errors, made them Biſhops. 

| - + 3. You ſay, They were Miniſters, and Oraainea you, not as Lord Bi. 
| ſhops, but as Presbyters. 
| Anſw.1. You juggle with the buſineſs, you anabaptiſe or rather res 


baptiſethem ; | it-may be contrary .co their: minds; who knows not , 

| that not long ſince, the name of Presbyter was a ſtranger, amongſt 
us, and to your ſelves 00: Therefore to ſay; that they did it not as 
j  S/bops,, bur as Presbyters, is 2 juggling ſhift, and. ſavors of ig. 
j norance too, elſe why in the ſecond place, is not Epiſcopos an 


Orer-ſeer? as good Scripthre, as ancient-, as. honourable, and as 

uſeful. as, Prezbyteros an Elder ? but only change of names to delude 

| people, as if there muſt -of neceſſity. be ſome great reformation , 

| _ _ when the name is changed, chongh the nature be the ſame, it:nor 

worſe; this hath been alwayes , and is the trick of the Devil at a 

dead! lift, whe one Form can no longer pleaſe, en tO get into an0- 

'ther; and be ſure he will not mendir.-. - -. 

Js if they were Miniſters andſo ordained [you , yOu haye done very 
Its preach theni down-as Antichriſtian ; and ſo not only to un- 

| loxdrhem, but co unbiſhop and lay them aide as no Miniſters, 2.45 00 

'Biſho : where is your.Call from them.1 now ? &c.. nas 
-.- "i ou hal Sd 4 Tv. WH: age Minifters ; and pi 
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| Preachers (your ſelves be 


 oxtward (, all by ſucceſſion from-Rome 3 your: Saint Auſtin the Monk 
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| ng] affirm t/ 
Wicked men. | ws 

"Ido not affirm that 
their Office js never-the honeſter; if any of you do know | 
and be in good earneſt, founded wpon the Rock Chriſt 3 andy, 
as you do, Woed, bay, ſtuble, that ſhall ſuffer loſs , though: 
ſaved,yet ſo as byfire : Therefore do not deceive yourſelves, becauſe 


you meet now and then with-a-man of ſome: honell principles, there- 


” _— 


2 


fore the Calling is good ; no more then: becauſe the Lord hath ſome* 


feople in Babylon under eAntichriſt, therefore Baby/on and: Ansi- 
chriſt is good. Remember it was your own faying,/ts not one Swallow 
that makes a Summer. b | | IT 

5. Touſay, Admit ſome of them have been Popiſh, &c. yet We nonſt 
not condemn all the eApoſiles for one Judas,@&v. Ib 


Anſw, We-condemn not all, although we juſtifie the Office of nel. - 


ther them nor you there is but lietle *ewixr you ; and I believe 
honeſt-men of your Calling as-any Trade in the Nation, - -  . © 
You conclude, Swppoſe they be Wicked ,Heretical, Amtichriſtian that 
oraain, yet our Miniſtry t firm, &c. 5 1-45 
Well! 
der, Ordination,&c.all this while, and now ſo it be done; it matters 
net who doth it, wicked, Hereticks, Antichrift ; and why nor the De- 
vil to? I am very confident that the Devils Ordination is as g00d as 
Antichriſts > Well, but ſomething you muſt bave, ir ſeems; and why 


as few 


may not the Preaching Brethren now-npon your own account preach 


as lawfully without” any Ordination, as your ſelves with Antichriſts 


 Ordination ? the one aQipg ip the power of the Spirit of Chiriſt, the 


—_ of Antichriſt, &c. But to your Arguments to prove: your 
Call. ry T EF ge 

1. Argument; Thoſe whoſe. Ordination Was rieht for (ubſtance 
though it fail in ſome circumſtance, yet & walid 50h E a2: 99 
w44 right for ſubſtance,&c. We had theynward Call. + | 

T. Say little of that, | . 


3. That upon your own account is no part of Ordination, and the. 


being ſent from Rome tO eſtabliſh the Romiſh Faith 1n this Nation ;.. 
he accordingly accompliſhing the work, you have your-Ordination 
by ſucceſſion from thence. - | | ER 


And for all the impoſition of hands, examination of life and learn; 


: 
: 
2 
i 
[3 
il 
: $12 
FS 
F 


' fs __— 
7G f + Els 
= . - SY 
Be = 2 Sv 
; NIV 9: "Mi © 


ES 


all the: Presbyter perſons. are wicked men, ger 2} 


aid for your ſelf at laſt z you have: pleaded foreman Or- F- 
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Fs. you ſo much ſeem-co boaſt io, its nothio 
or 


part enemies cothe Power,&c. 


4. 


I ſuppoſe this to be the intention of your Argument. 
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{ ©! | - Þ., 1t- ird Ro | + 
nuch g but an Antichti+ 
form without power, a dead carcaſs without a ſoul ; for neither- 
hey nor you kiow what the Gift, Calling, or Work of the Miniſtery - 
_ of Chriſt is, but glory in the ficſhly form withour, being ignorant. of;. - 
and for them x | 
2.- Argument. /f Zapti/m of Miniſters in times of Popery Was true 
| Baptiſm, though corrupted, &c. the Miniſters, thowgh corrupted, were - 
true Miniſters ; therefore you muſt be true Miniſters though corrupted; 


4n/w. You have now hit the nail upon the head, and faſined ic. 


like a Maſter builder. 


I. Then 1 deny either their or your Baptiſm tobe any Baptiſm at. 
all;for believe ir, theirs is as good as yours, never abeſt,but aninven- 


ted Antichriſtian Cuſtome and Form, for which there isno warrant, 
cither in Law or Goſpel,or Preſident of any true Church of Chriſt. 


2. Youdo wellto rank your ſelves with the Miniſtry of Rewe; for- 
they are by Office your brethren ; from thence you come, and thither 


you muſt return, &c. a grounded Argument to prove your Call : If 


the Miniſtry of Rowe be true, then you are true. ; but they are-; Ergo... 


this is the ſumm of your Argument. 


- 


3.. Argument. If the Papiſts diſclaim. ns as having no (all from: 
them, theu our Calling cannot be Antichriftian; but they diſclaims: 


KCC | | 
es. x. YourJangling and differing each with other, and re- 


proaching one another, argues not the truth of what:you fay z for its: - 
known, and your ſelves know, that by Succeſſion, your Ordination . 


came from thence,&c. Fs 
2. They do not ſay, That your Ordination- in-its riſe came not - 

from them, but inthe preſent its not approved. of, or executed by- 

- them, by reaſon of ſome. mal differences between you. | 

3. Grant by way of conceſſion, that if what you fay.were truth; . 


is there but one Antichriſt in the world ? you ſay it cannot be Anti-: 


chriſtian; Doth not the Apoſtle ſay there are many Antichriſts in the 


world. 


4. Argument, If your Ordination be Antichriſtian, then cannot or ' 


with modeſty arcaſe us: —_—_ Ordination 15 eTntichriſtian,Ergo. - 
A goodly Argument Sir 
ons is Antichriſtian,therefore yours may be ſo by a Law; learned Lo- 
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for if it were truth that you ſay, becauſe. _ 
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et I believe that the. power both: of .EleRion and Oidinacion lieth 
- the Church 3 20d 1 Dane be fo adminiſtced as you ſay, the 
Church appointing ſome-of her Members unto'it,. they are a lawfyl” 
Presbytery to do it, ſo far as the. power accompanies it, &&,  _ 
Youconclude, If this be Jawful, then :2 fortiori from the greater, 
yours muſt needs be lawful; learxed, Orthodox Divines. Their learning 
and greatneſs mendsthe buſineſs well yqu.think, thoug \ ignorant of, 
or enemies unto the Way, Truth, Churches and Miniſters of Chrilt; 
(the caſe is altered now fir,) = EE 
5. Argument. Thoſe Miniſters that are elefied, proved, ordained, 
&c. according to the mind of .(\hriſt, cannot be Antichriſtian ; but our - 
Miniſters are ſo. Ergo. EE TO — 

Anſw. Your Minor I deny ; you have no ſuch EleQion; I have told - 
you already, you have no Church of Chrilt, but for the molt pact are 
ignorant, rude, deboiſt,: prophane, yer profeſſing Hypactites : yer . 
ſecondly, ſuch as they are, yet they never elefed you before Ordina- 
tion; bur you forlove'of the tyihe igh,, &c..come and take them... 
by violence, and get their goods fromthem by a Law.  _ 

2, You were never proved, viz. of your knowledge of the Lord - 
and his wayes; bur of your ſearning ;if you had the language of the 
Beaſt, and- the ſmoke of the pit, itwas-enough ; and as for your Or- 
dination, Thave'told you already from whence it is, Lneed fay no 
more, | 
| 6G. Argument. Thoſe Miniſters Which are direftly oppoſite to the © 

Prieſts and Shavelings of eAntichriſt, cannot be Antichriſtian;bat outs 
are. {o. Ergo. ge EE. 

e-Tuſ\ %g You are ſo in ſome Circumſtantials, not in the ſubſtance; 
for you own their Miniſtry true, their O:dinances «rye : and indeed © 
you are the SeQtaries and Schiſmaricks in renting from them, they be- 
ing in your account a true Church and Miniſtry, though corcu ted... 
This your ſelf acknowledged in your ſecond Argument 3 and this : '% 
Parſon T #{ly of Compton in Somer/erſhire, no little one in the peoples - {'F 
account, acknowledged in expreſs terms, that: Rowe is a true Church, , 4 
and her Miniſtry a true Miniltry,&c. gy , Cr ng 
2.. There may be an oppoſicion in ſome Circumſtantials, and yet _ - 

7M 
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M, analſeh, and both againſt J»d4b; you are both againſt Chriſt and. 
his Interſt, which is his people, 8c. TIT E609 UID OE 


- You ſay this will appear by the enſuing Parallel, 


_ 1. They were ordained: © 1. Yom were ordained to do the ſame: its 

Tore. © only the change of that word ; the ſecond 

+= Clears it. EE or oO” eons, 

2, They teach the tra-j 2+ Ton do'the ſame and your own inves- 

dicions of men. | tions ; ar aſhamed of, and enemies to the 
wo oy truth of the Scriptures, _ 

3. They mix the Sacra-| - 3. Tow deſiroy. and annihilate them by 
ments and Altar.,- your a gowns 1 pou yt” 
4. They are | for the: ' 4. Tow kept the body and ſubſtance of it, 
Mails, _ ee, (viz.) the Liturgy, wntill the Parliament 

| | took it from you. cn : 
5. They are the Popes| 5. Tor are as deeply ingaged to jour 
ſworn Vaſſals, ſelf-intereſt, as they are tothe Pope, 
6. Theſe pervert ſouls}: '6. Tow delude ſouls with your Forms, 
and draw them from} Cuſtoms; Ordinances, ſo keep them from 


But you ſay; That you convert ſouls, and bring them to Chriſt; that 


| We received onr conver ſron from ſin to God, in the pablike «Aſſemblies, 


<AT | | 

Anſw.'1, If converſion be a proof of a Miniſter in office,then wo- 
men may be Miniſters in office, or any man by whom God converts; 
for I believe your ſelves dare nor deny, but that God is free in this 
thing, and worketh by whom and how he pleaſeth, 1 Cor.7.16. ob. 
4. 28. :- 1 

You inſtance in Paw/ proving his Apoſtleſbip, 1 Cor.9. 2. that is 
bur in particular to them, not thar converſion of ſouls proves the Of- 
fice,but the work;I deny not bur th:re might be ſome men of honeſty, 


and godly men, though in darkneſs in part, by whom God might 


work for converſion ; yet this juſtifies not the Othice. 


Fd 


2. If God did own his hidden ones, and afford h'y preſ:ncein | 
times of Ignorance ; yer now are times of Light, and he admoriſperh 
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Tou ſeem to make much of aur-ſeparating from you in time of Refor- . 
mation ; that its a greater fin theu many are aware of, to ſeparate from 
a Church that profeſſeth ſo much readineſs to conform to the Rule , and 
that never Was ſeparation from the Chuch ſo unwarrantable 41 now 
it 15, C&F'Ge | ; Wea SK OTF | 
Anſwv. 1. You never were, nor are a true Church of Chriſt; upon 
- your own account and confeſſion, you are bur Schiſmaricks, rent from 
your Mother-Church of Rome, who is, as you confeſs, true, therefore 
not to be departed from 3 bur neither you nor they are the Church 
of Chriſt ;- if one, then both. + 


. % . 


2. Your work, if you would do the Lords work, is, fot to reform 
the old, but to begin-anew upon the right foundation, by aright rule, 
to a right end : then ſhould we rejoyce in you,and Joyn with.,you-&c. - 

« 3- Weſceitclearly,that for wantoof this, all your Reformarion is 
bur Deformation, and you-are bur like a maniin a dream,chat dreams 
in his ficep of a goodly Palace, but when he is awake, he is in a ſtink- 
ing Priſon, So if ever the Lord awake you, you ſhall then ſee the folly 
of your dream : -you may change the.name as ofc. as you pleaſe ; bur 

its the change of the nature.chat doth the. deed, &c.., _ 
I have done; only my Tix Arguments, and-I cake my; leave. _ _., 
Argument 1,” Thoſe Minilters whoſe. Ordination by ſucceſſion 
came tromthe authority of the Pope, are Antichriſtian; but your Or- 
dination by ſucceſſion came from, the authority of the Pope, Ergo. 

That this is truth, is.viſible to all codecinari men, and.not de- 

nect pr FOR i door thy fe 1 Ra op urs 

Argument 2, Thoſe Miniſters. who.do not the work of Chriſt ac- 

cording co the Scripture, but the contrary, are Antichriſtian ; buc 

the Miniſtry of the Nation do not the work of Chriſt according to 
the Scripture, but the contrary. Ergo. . Fitſt, they do not his work 


Ping 
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you do the contrary, oppoſe; re proFeh, yerſecure the Lords rule in his 
ES 4, on WS, ESSE | PE ks Eg 
- eArgument 3. Thoſe Miniſters who do, or do def 


_ according to the Scripture, which is to preach for conyerfion, bap- 
| UzeS bring into fellowſhip, &c. Mat 28428,19,20. AH. 2.40. &c- 
people ;then ſee Rom 6.16., / Ces = 
ſcat of Chriſt, ruling in and'over the Conſcieoces' of his-people, 7 
Antichciſtian j but che Miniſtry of the Nation Bath done , and dc 
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defire to fit in the feat of Chriſt , and there to rule over the Conſei- 


. 
- 


ences 6f his peopſe. Zrg0. That thisis crath; is undeniably clear 7-that 
 ſuchare Antichriſtian, ſee 2 Theſ.2:4. | wy 


Argument 4. Thiofe Miniſters whoſe God is their belly,and whoſe 
glory 1s their ſhame, who minde earthly things, whoſe call from one 


place to another, is earthly augmentations,are Antichriſtian ; but the 


that reads to j ——_ 
Argument 5. Thoſe Miniſters who are oppoſers of , and enemies 
unto the fellowſhip of the Saints, and the free operations of the Spi- 


Miniſters ay ppp ſuch. Zrgo.The truth of this I leave to him 
judge , &c. whether gain be not their godlineſs. 


"ric of Chriſt in and amongſt them for their motuall good, are Anti. 


chriſtian ; bur the Miniſtry of the Nation is ſuch, witneſs the Pulpic- 
Guard. Ergo. Thar ſuch are Antichriſtian,ſee amb 11.28, Lyk.g.50, 


_T Cor.14.31, 1 Pef.4.10,11, e1#,5.40. 
_ Argument.'6, Thoſe Miniſters who ſet up a Myſtery of Iniquity, 


viz, Somethipg like truth in the room of truth,in oppoſition to truth, 


are Antichriſtian,Rev, 17.10,8 13.18.bat the Miniſtry of the Nation 


are ſach.Erpo. Something like truth in the room of truth, yer oppo- 
fite to truch, 25x, Acquired Arts, Sciences, Tongues, in rhe room of 


the Spirit fince the Apoſtaſie, yet pens ro the Spirit, Romp.8.7. 


of 


rurn the world into Church, make 
ſomething like a Church, yet no Church of Chriſt, but 'enemiesroit ; 


- Ocdinations like Chriſt's, yet not ; Presbytery, Miniſtry;ec. all like 


Chriſts,yer none of his, but enemies tohim ; though profeſfing the 

know God, yer deny him, &c. a Myſtery of Iniquity ; Here needs 
wiſdom to diſcern;let him that readeth conſider. Thele things 1 leave 
to your conſideration; wiſhing you no more hurt from my heart 


* then that through the bleſſing of the Lord, it might prove an effeQu- 


all Call unto you; to bring you out of Babylon ro Sion, &c. 
Rev.i18.4. : 
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Reader, 


Hou mayſtbe p 


hacl 


d 


many: Additions" ; 


i 


ict10n. in Anilwer ta tt 


if the Lord give thee a heartto 
underſtand. 2. In what I have here written , I 
intend, that onely Brethren who have gifts may: 
Preach, or exercile them ina, orderly way, itis | 
one end why God pives gifts unto men, and ſoir | 
is their duty ; not that thoſe who have no gifts {| 
but their own imaginations,” ſhould be incoura- | 
ged hereby. 3. That its proper forthe Saints to» {|} 
judge of thoſe Gifts; yet not to deſpiſe Propheſying, || 
and upon this account, I am very ſure that few, 
ifany of thoſe who cry up themſelves as che on- 
y Authoritative Potents, would be found to have: . |: 
_ . Gifts fir for ſogreat a work, &, 0 — 
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_ ences of his people. Z7go; That thisis crath; is nvdectobly Gee 7 That 
| ſuchare Antichri tian, Ke 2 Theſ #4. © 
Argument 4. Ttiofe Miniſters whoſe God is their belly,and whoſe 
glory 1s their ſhame, who minde earthly chings, whoſe call from one 
place to another, is earthly augmentarioris,are Antichriſtian ; but the 
Miniſters of England are ſach. Z-go.The truth of this L leave to him 
that reads to judge, &c. whether gain be not their godlineſs. 
Argument 5. Thoſe Miniſters who are oppoſers of, and enemies 
unto the fellowſhip of the Saints, and the free operations of the Spi- 
ric of Chriſt in and amongſt them for their mutuall good, are Anti. 
chriſtian ; bur the Miniſtry of the Nation is ſuch, witneſs the Pulpic- 
Guard, Ergo.That ſuch are Antichriſtian,ſee Nnmb!1 1.28, Lnk.g.50, 
_T Cor.14.31, 1 Pef 4.10,11. eA#,5.40. 
Argument.'6, Thoſe Miniſters who ſet up a Myſtery of laiquiry,. 
viz, Somethipg like truth in the room of truth, in oppolition to cruth, 
_ are Antichriſtian,Rev, 17.10,8 13.18.but the Miniſtry of the Nation 
are ſach: Ergo. Somerhing like truth inthe room of rruth, yer oppo- 
' firero truch, wiz, Acquired Arts, Sciences, Tongues, in the room of 
the Spirit fince the Apoſtaſie, yet oppoſite to the Spirit, Rom. 8.7. 
rurn the world into Church, make Churches by a humane"power, 
ſomething like a 'Church; yet no Church of Chriſt, but'enemiesroi ; 
Ocdinations like Chriſt's, yet not ; Presbytery, Miniftry,e5c. all like 
Chriſts,yer none of his, but enemies to him ; though 'profeMing the 
know God, yet deny him, &c. a M yſtery of OY 1 ; Here needs 
wiſdom to diſcern;let him that gy conſider, Theſe things1 ine 
to your conſideration , wiſhing you no more huct from my heart 
* then that chrough the bleſſing of the Lord, it might prove an effequ- 
all ery unto you, ro bring you out of Babylon to Sion, &c. 
Rev.i18.4. 
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Reader " {+ ” p -_ + a. -# ra « #.£ wv ef : 


Hou mayft be pleaſed' to take1 notice, thatT 
had written this Anſwer before the « Ur, 
* * Editionof the Pulpit-Guard ;, ;..Wherein., 
many Additions: which were. nor "formerly. to+ 
a tack fly inte (at WANs 

_ of them: «I q 
Lawieh Guard, if the Lord give hw a lord: 

underſtand. 2. In what I have here written , I 

intend, that onely Brethren who ove gifts may | 
Preach, Or —_ theman a erly Way ; 1tis 

oneend why God gives je men, and ſoit. 
is their duty ; not that thoſe who have no gifts 
but their own imaginations, ſhould be incoura- - |: 
ged hereby. 3. Tharits proper forthe Saints to-> *. 
judge of thoſe Gifts; yet not to deſpiſe Propheſying . || 
and upon this account, I am very ſure that few, 
if any of thoſe who cry up themſelves as the on - 
ly Authoritative Potents ,would be-found to have- 
. Gifts fir Joel fo ohm a work, &c. 
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